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TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION

This book traces the spiritual journey of St. Gaspar
as he allowed the fire of Christ’s love, expressed so pro-
foundly in the mystery of the Precious Blood, to trans-
form him into a living fire of love, the preeminent apos-
tle of the Blood of Christ.

In his letters St. Gaspar sometimes uses the
metaphor of fire to describe the divine love and in sever-
al places he quotes the words of Jesus: /gnem veni mit-
tere in terram ‘I have come to cast fire on the earth’ (Lk
12: 49). The fire Jesus has come to cast on the earth is,
in Gaspar’s understanding, the fire of his love for us.

Gaspar came to see the spirituality of the Blood of
Christ as being a particularly suitable means for
describing this burning love of Jesus. The Precious Blood
was the great symbol that he used to draw people to a
greater awareness of that love. Gaspar himself was
aflame with that love throughout his ministry. In the
words of Don Beniamino, St. Gaspar

. appeared as a fire of love for the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus, completely intent on
kindling a great blaze of that love in the Church
for the benefit of souls and for the praise, honor,
glory, and power of Him who sits on the throne
and of the Lamb that was slain (Rv 5: 13). (Cf.
page 79 of this volume.)

This volume contains the first and larger of the two
parts of Fr. Conti’s original San Gaspare Del Bufalo,
Apostolo del Sangue di Cristo, published in 1970 and
reissued in 1978 and 2002. (The second part, dealing



with Gaspar’s preaching on the Precious Blood, will be
published as a future volume of this series.) As Don
Beniamino notes in his own introduction, in the first sec-
tion of the book we follow the development of the devo-
tion to the Precious Blood in Gaspar’s life as well as the
ways in which he sought to spread the devotion in his
apostolic life.

Throughout the book Don Beniamino provides us
with a rich selection of citations from the writings of
Gaspar as well as the first-person witness of those who
knew him well, like his protégé John Merlini, his spiri-
tual director Biagio Valentini, and his friends Saints
Vincenzo Strambi and Vincenzo Pallotti. (Unfortunately
we have little written witness to the spiritual friendship
between Gaspar and his mentor Don Francesco
Albertini, who introduced the devotion to the Precious
Blood to the young Canon del Bufalo.) All of these and
other references are amply documented in the endnotes
and provide us with primary sources for understanding
Gaspar’s spiritual development and apostolic zeal.

Fr. Conti, a member of the Italian Province, has had
a lifelong dedication to research on the life of St. Gaspar
and has been prolific in his publications. Among the
many works to his credit, is the editing of the latest edi-
tion of the letters of St. Gaspar as well as four volumes
of the early regulations of the Congregation and four vol-
umes of the miscellaneous spiritual writings of Gaspar.

It would be appropriate to make a few remarks on
the translation. First, where necessary I have inserted
English translations of Italian and Latin words and
phrases, using the model of the Modern Language
Association and enclosing the English translation with-
in single quotes following the foreign language. In trans-
lating the quotations from the Scriptures I have gener-
ally followed the Douay-Rheims version, since most quo-
tations are from the Latin Vulgate and the Douay is a
translation of the Vulgate. I have also supplied chapter



and verse references for the quotations; these are gener-
ally not found in the original texts.

For translations of the letters of Gaspar as well as
several other Italian sources I have relied on the invalu-
able work of the late Fr. Raymond Cera, C.PP.S., who
translated nearly all of the close to four thousand extant
letters into English. English translations of the letters
as well as of the depositions of Merlini, Valentini, and
Pallotti (also the work of Fr. Cera) are currently avail-
able only in digital form and and have only been pub-
lished in a looseleaf, photocopied edition.

Where English translations of source material exist
I have given those references in addition to the refer-
ences to the original Italian or Latin documents. Many
of the citations come from sources that have not been
translated. I have not provided English translations for
these citations, believing that anyone wishing to pursue
such a reference in an endnote would have some knowl-
edge of the language in question.

In matters of capitalization and punctuation of quot-
ed documents, I have adhered to the original text even if
this does not conform to current form and style in
English. For example, in many original texts we find
words capitalized that would not be capitalized in mod-
ern English. Speaking of capitalization, modern Italian
would usually capitalize the “Del” in Del Bufalo,
although Gaspar himself used the lowercase form, “del.”
This is the reason why both forms are found in contem-
porary Italian texts.

I would like to acknowledge the invaluable assis-
tance of Pauline Vokits, who formatted the text for
printing, proofread the text with great diligence, and
offered many helpful suggestions. Jean Giesige also read
the translation and offered useful comments and is
responsible for the new cover design for C.PP.S.
Resources which debuts with this volume. The image of
St. Gaspar on the cover is used with permission of Fr.
Jeffrey Finley, C.PP.S., who commaissioned the painting
of the icon.



Translating this book has been a rewarding task
and has given me the opportunity to become much bet-
ter acquainted with Gaspar through the words of Fr.
Conti who knows him so well. I hope that this work will
be read by many, especially by members and
Companions of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, so
that all of us might come to know better this great
Apostle of the Precious Blood. May we, too, be
transformed by the fire of that divine love that Jesus
came to bring to our world.

Jerome Stack, C.PP.S.
July 1, 2008
Feast of the Most Precious Blood



INTRODUCTION

What are the distinctive features of the spirituality
of St. Gaspar del Bufalo within the great company of
saints venerated in the Church?

Witnesses to his life and his activity have given us
ample descriptions of those features in their depositions
for the canonical processes for his beatification and can-
onization. We find the features of his spirituality in his
biographies and particularly in his writings. The precise
and unmistakable characteristic, one that will be con-
tinually associated with him as a specific title, is
described by the documents of the Church that marked
the path to the solemn proclamation of his canonization.

Already in the decree Benedictionibus Dulcedinis
(January 15, 1852), introducing the cause of the beatifi-
cation,! St. Gaspar is presented as the founder of a
Congregation of Missionaries under the title of the Most
Precious Blood of the Divine Redeemer. This will be
repeated in all future documents.2 Moreover, he is rec-
ognized as having the honor of having given the Church,
with this Institute, a new splendor in the service of the

care of souls (“. . . novo hoc instituto . . ., Eeclesia spon-
sa Christi ad uberrimum animarum lucrum decorate
effulget’).

The decree Almae Huius Urbis3 (May 29, 1904) that
approved the two miracles for his beatification describes
Gaspar as a herald of peace and salvation in the Divine
Blood for his troubled times. Against the errors and
vices of his contemporaries, Gaspar proposed the Blood
of Christ, the Blood of Christ that was the force of his
apostolate as well:



It is the signal splendor of this beloved city of
Rome, source of all piety and devotion, to have
given birth to a man who, in that very agitated
period at the end of the 18th century, “pacifi-
cans per Sanguinem Crucis ejus’ ‘making peace
through the Blood of his Cross’ (Col 1: 20), kept
the avenging hand of God from his people, ful-
filling what the Apostle says: “Justificati in san-
guine Ipsius salvi erimus ab ira per Ipusm”‘jus-
tified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him’ (Rom 5: 9).

Strengthened by the Blood, which became
his banner, the Venerable Servant of God
Gaspar del Bufalo exercised a very diverse apos-
tolate, but one sustained by a single ideal. to
promote the devotion to the Most Precious
Blood with indomitable and ardent love.

He used this weapon against the errors and
vices of his day. It was a weapon all the more
powerful since it inwardly permeated the testi-
mony of a life of great integrity. From the Blood
he drew all the energy for his love, urging on
people of whatever condition to faith in holi-
ness.

The decree Educta ex Christi (June 24, 1904),4
declaring that the beatification could proceed, affirmed
that while the fruit of Gaspar’s missionary work was
“the salvation of people” (salus populi), he himself
appeared in the Church, a field made fertile by the
Divine Blood, as the one whom the Lord sent as an
instrument of redemption: “Jominus redemptionem
misit populo suo’ “The Lord has sent redemption to his
people’ (Ps 110: 9). He is also called an angel of the liv-
ing God who had the mission of announcing the message
of the Blood of the Lamb in the Church: “Erit Sanguis
Agni vobis in signum” ‘And the Blood of the Lamb shall
be a sign to you’ (cf. Ex 12: 13). Moreover, in this pontif-
ical document and those following, the Institute of the



Adorers of the Blood of Christ is also linked to Gaspar’s
Congregation:

Flowing from the side of Christ, the Church, the
mystical field made fertile by the Divine Blood,
produced abundant and varied fruit, according
to the various charisms of the gospel workers
(operai evangelici) and according to the oppor-
tunity of the times, guided by the Providence of
God. Among the holy workers in the vineyard of
the Lord, the Venerable Servant of God Gaspar
Del Bufalo, founder of the Congregation of the
Most Precious Blood, to which the Sisters who
bear the same name are linked, in a special way
has exercised his apostolate under the auspices
of the same font of holiness and of salvation:
[the Blood of Christ].

It seems that he is like that Angel bearing
the ‘signum Dei vivi ‘a sign of the living God’
[Rv 7: 2] with which is announced: ‘ £rit Sanguis
Agni vobis in signum’ [cf. Ex 12: 13].

The image of St. Gaspar as the propagator and stan-
dard bearer of the devotion to the Most Precious Blood
returns in the Apostolic Brief Salutare [llud (August 29,
1904),5 with which St. Pius X formally declares the beat-
ification of Gaspar and grants the recital of the Divine
Office and the celebration of Mass in his honor in the
churches and oratories of the Missionaries and of the
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood and in the diocese of
Rome.6

After the beatification, the pontifical documents
that trace the spiritual physiognomy of Gaspar in the
Church continue with the decree Summa Romanorum?
of July 22, 1949, summarizing the cause of Gaspar,
which would come to a happy conclusion five years later.
In this decree and in the following, Christiano Sensu of
May 4, 1954,8 approving the miracles for canonization,
Gaspar 1is presented only as the founder of a



Congregation of Missionaries of the Most Precious
Blood, to whom are connected the Sisters Adorers under
the same title.

The final two documents, however, namely the
decree Beatus Gaspar (May 8, 1954),2 affirming that the
canonization could safely proceed, and the decretal let-
ter Sanguinis Pretiosissimi Laudes (June 13, 1954),10 by
which Gaspar could be accorded the honors due to
saints, present Gaspar in a more solemn and complete
way in the light of the mystery of the Divine Blood.

In the first document, Gaspar appears as the one
who, absorbed and strengthened by the cry of the Blood
of Jesus, presented it to the souls of his time and spread
its cult, which will bring Blessed Pius IX to extend that
devotion to the universal Church:

Blessed Gaspar Del Bufalo, the illustrious
boast of the Roman Clergy, meditated deeply on
how our Lord Jesus Christ willed to shed all of
his Most Precious Blood for the redemption of
the world, how he chose to undergo the most
terrible torments and be condemned to a
shameful death, so that men and women would
not be deprived of this infinite treasure through
sin and thus be punished with eternal condem-
nation. . .. He gave himself over to labor for the
salvation of souls. Then . . . he founded a
Congregation of Priests, so that they would
evangelize the people under the banner of the
Most Precious Blood . . . He himself, in the
meantime, strengthened by the Divine Blood,
dedicated himself to the ministry of the mis-
sions . . .

Finally, in order to spread the cult of the
Most Precious Blood, fountain of salvation,
among the faithful, [Gaspar] worked hard and
with diligent zeal for the institution of the feast
of the Most Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus



Christ, which was extended to the entire
Church by Pope Pius IX.

As already noted, in this decree Gaspar is given
credit for being promoter of the liturgical cult of the
Divine Blood for the entire Church, even if in fact it was
Don Giovanni Merlini, his faithful disciple and executor
of his wishes, who obtained this from Blessed Pius IX on
August 10, 1849.

The second document affirms that after Sts. Peter
and Paul extolled in a special way the benefits of the
Precious Blood there has never been lacking in the
Church very holy persons who have spread the cult of
the Divine Blood among the faithful. Nevertheless, the
document recognizes that St. Gaspar in recent times
enjoys a glorious preeminence with regard to this great
mystery: “Unus omnium nitet beatissimus Gaspar Del
Bufald” ‘One out of all of them shines brightly: the most
blessed Gaspar Del Bufalo.’

The glories and efficacy of the Most Precious
Blood, with which the Son of God bathed the
hard wood of the Cross and the dry earth, were
celebrated by no one with a more grateful affec-
tion than by the Apostle Paul.

Recalling the ancient sacrifices mandated
among the Hebrews, he not only said that no
remission of sins was possible without the shed-
ding of blood, but also that the blood of Christ
was immensely more powerful than the blood of
goats and calves in expiating sins, since He
Himself enjoys the unsurpassed dignity of the
only-begotten Son of God and possesses the
eternal priesthood.

Peter, the first leader and head of the Holy
Church, admonished the band of Christians
that they had not been redeemed by a large sum
of gold or silver but by the crimson blood of



Christ, the most spotless and most holy Lamb of
God.

There has been through the centuries no lack
of very pious men and women who, moved by
love of the divine Redeemer, have popularized
among the people a devotion venerating His
Blood. But in this age, among those whose love
and devotion have been stirred up by the Blood
and who, with vigilant attention and passionate
zeal, eloquently preach the benefits of that
Blood that was shed, the one who shines bright-
ly, alone among all, is Gaspar Del Bufalo, whom
today we have adorned with the crown of
Saints.

This unus omnium attributes to Gaspar a particular
excellence in spreading the cult of the Divine Blood. His
proper title, thus, is to be that of Apostle of the Most
Precious Blood, even though this is recognized as being
limited to our age. One more step and every restriction
will be withdrawn.

This happened with Blessed John XXIII, a pope very
well disposed to the devotion to the Precious Blood.
Blessed John described St. Gaspar as the “distinguished
champion” (assertore insigne)!! of the devotion to the
Most Precious Blood and wrote that “the Most Precious
Blood was the point of light of the apostolate of St.
Gaspar Del Bufalo, the glory of Rome.”’2 But in the
solemn allocution held in St. Peter’s Basilica on January
21, 1960, at the close of the Roman Synod, he recom-
mended devotion to the Precious Blood in a special way
to the priests and laity of Rome and hailed St. Gaspar as
“the true and greatest apostle of the devotion to the Most
Precious Blood in the world.”13

Again, in the apostolic letter /nde a Primis (June 30,
1960)14 he definitively bound the name of St. Gaspar to
devotion to the Precious Blood, just as that of St.
Bernardine of Siena was linked to the devotion to the



Holy Name and St. Margaret Mary Alacoque to devotion
to the Heart of Jesus.

Following these testimonies of Blessed John XXIII,
the figure of St. Gaspar leapt to the forefront in the his-
tory of Precious Blood devotion. He emerges as its prin-
cipal apostle and as such he will pass into the history of
the Church and of Christian spirituality.

Our work will be divided into two parts. In the first
we will seek to study the development of this devotion in
St. Gaspar and his apostolic ministry to spread the devo-
tion. In the second, we will attempt to reconstruct his
preaching on the devotion to the Precious Blood on the
basis of his schematic writings. We will close this volume
with an appendix with a collection of Gaspar’s more
important writings on the Blood of Christ. [7rans/ator’s
note: only the first part and parts of the appendix are
published in this volume. The second part will be pub-
lished in a future volume.]

We nourish the hope that this modest research, in
allowing us to understand better the relationship of St.
Gaspar to the devotion to the Precious Blood, will
encourage Gaspar’s spiritual heirs—the Missionaries
and the Adorers of the Blood of Christ and all devoted to
him and to the Most Precious Blood—to mature with
greater commitment in their Christian vocation in the
spirituality of the Blood of Christ, in the phrase we
rightly use today.

In reprinting this work thirty years after its original
publication we acknowledge its substantial validity and
publish it again without significant modifications. At the
same time, following the publication of all the writings
of St. Gaspar (letters, sermons, and rules) and above all
in the light of the documents found in Tarquinia
(Viterbo) in 1997 in the Archivio della Societa dArte e
Storia, we must correct some notes contained in previous
editions!s (1970, 1978) and add a few others, especially
with regard to the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood, in



order to give a more complete and exact picture of St.
Gaspar’s activity for the devotion to the Blood of Christ.

Rome, October 21, 2002
Solemnity of St. Gaspar del Bufalo.

Don Beniamino Conti, C.PP.S
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ASS Acta Sanctae Sedis (Rome, 1870-1909)
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Outline of the Life of
Saint Gaspar del Bufalo

January 6, 1786 Birth of Gaspar in Rome
July 31, 1808 Ordination to the priesthood
December 8, 1808 Founding of the Confraternity

of the Most Precious Blood
at San Nicola in Carcere, Rome

June 13, 1810 Gaspar refuses to take
the oath to Napoleon

July 15, 1810 The exiled Gaspar arrives in Piacenza

December 1810 Gaspar is transferred to Bologna
October 20, 1811 Death of Gaspar’s mother,

Annunziata Quartieroni
January 12, 1813 Transfer to the prison of Imola
May 16, 1813 Transfer to the Rocca di Lugo
December 20, 1813 Arrival in Florence

on the way to Corsica
February 1814 Return to Rome

September 1814 Pius VII commits Gaspar to the
popular missions



August 15, 1815

December 27, 1817

November 24, 1819

March 10-25, 1822

mid-May 1830

October 31, 1831

March 4, 1834

December 28, 1837

January 3, 1838

Foundation of the C.PP.S at
S. Felice, Giano dell’'Umbria

Gaspar becomes director of the
missions of the Archconfraternity

of the Most Precious Blood

Death of Bishop
Francesco Albertini

Mission in Vallecorsa (Frosinone)

Maria De Mattias seeks Gaspar’s
counsel regarding her vocation

Death of Gaspar’s father,
Antonio del Bufalo

Foundation of the Adorers of the
Most Precious Blood in Acuto

Gaspar dies in Rome

Gaspar is buried in the Church of
St. Paul, Albano Laziale

1861 Gaspar’s body is moved to the Church

December 18, 1904

June 12, 1954

January 4, 1963

of Santa Maria in Trivio, Rome

Beatification of Gaspar
by St. Pius X

Canonization by Pope Pius XII

Visit of Blessed John XXIIT to the

tomb of St. Gaspar at
Santa Maria in Trivio, Rome



Chapter QOne

The Blood of Christ and the Young Saint

Documents of the Church, as we have seen, present
St. Gaspar to us as “the true and greatest apostle of the
devotion to the Most Precious Blood in the world.” This
judgment clearly refers to the mature personality of
Gaspar.

What place did the Blood of Christ have in the
youthful spirituality of Gaspar? How did this defining
characteristic of his spirituality begin and then develop?
In this chapter and the following we will seek to answer
these questions.

It would be tempting to believe that St. Gaspar was
born with this devotion or, at least, that he practiced it
from a very early age, especially under the tutelage of
his holy mother, Annunziata Quartieroni (1761-1811).
Reading the testimonies given during the canonical
processes for Gaspar’s beatification would leave those of
this opinion quite disappointed.

These testimonies repeatedly affirm that from his
childhood Gaspar loved Jesus and the mysteries of
redemption dearly. He was quite devoted to the
Eucharist, to the Passion, to the Madonna, and in a spe-
cial way to St. Francis Xavier and St. Aloysius Gonzaga,
but the witnesses never speak of true devotion to the



2 APOSTLE OF THE BLOOD OoF CHRIST

Most Precious Blood. On the contrary, we can speak of
an explicit contact with devotion to the Precious Blood in
the early years of Gaspar’s life (He was born in Rome on
January 6, 1786.) only in 1808, at the age of twenty-two.
On December 8 of that year he was invited by the canons
of the Basilica of San Nicola in Carcere in Rome to
preach some sermons on the occasion of the institution
of the Confraternity of the Most Precious Blood in the
same church, where a relic of the Precious Blood had
been kept since 1708.

Prior to this date we cannot properly speak of
Gaspar’s devotion to the Divine Blood. It would be his-
torically false to assert this both because of the spiritual
environment in which Gaspar grew up and, principally,
because this contradicts all of the testimonies of his life
and of his writings.

In fact, for a devotion to develop in the mind of the
faithful—except for the case of particular revelations,
which is not the case here—it must be a tradition pres-
ent in an environment or it must be kept alive there by
some kind of institution (congregations, pious unions,
priests or other persons, church documents . . .).

In the case of the early years of Gaspar we cannot
speak of genuine devotion to the Precious Blood fe/t and
practiced in the universal Church, although we have a
record of many confraternities or congregations and
other minor institutions with the title of the “Most
Precious Blood” scattered here and there, especially
where a relic of the Blood of Jesus was venerated,? even
though the liturgical celebration of the Precious Blood
occurred in some dioceses and religious congregations.3

Even less can we speak of such a genuine devotion
by the faithful of Rome or in a particular institution
from which Gaspar could have derived spiritual nour-
ishment prior to the year 1808.

We know that under the pontificate of Gregory XII,
there was instituted in Rome “a Congregation or
Confraternity of the Precious Blood, which even had the
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approval of the very severe Pope Sixtus V.”4 The priests
who were members of this society were responsible for
taking care of the missions. Very quickly, however, this
work disappeared and all memory of it has been lost.5

Only in 1808, as we have said and as we will see in
the next chapter, would the canons of San Nicola in
Carcere, at the urging of their colleague Don Francesco
Albertini, promote devotion to the Precious Blood in
their church. We are ahead of ourselves here, however.

We find complete confirmation for our point of view
if we examine the testimonies from the canonical
processes for determining the heroic virtue of Gaspar
and from the spiritual writings that remain from his
younger years.

In the canonical processes only Maria Tamini, his
friend from infancy, testifies to the presence of “Precious
Blood” in the spirituality of Gaspar the boy in two
places. She asserts that he made the Precious Blood “an
object of meditation from the time he was a boy,”¢ espe-
cially meditation on the agony in Gethsemane, and
when he would console his mother, worried about
domestic affairs, he would say: “Mama . . . have hope in
God and trust in the merits of the Most Precious Blood
of Jesus Christ.”” We have sought in vain for other
explicit references to the Blood of Christ in the boyhood
of Gaspar.

We arrive at the same conclusion in examining his
writings. Although we have some discourses, for exam-
ple on two saints to whom he was especially devoted, St.
Francis Xavier and St. Aloysius, we have only a few
traces of devotion to the Precious Blood in the transcrip-
tions of Gaspar’s sermons by Monsignor Giovanni
Baccolo. But if one takes into account the material deal-
ing with the preaching of others and of the very nearly
literal precision with which the young Gaspar was tran-
scribing those discourses—something which made those
same preachers marvel—it is evident that the paternity
of such allusions are attributable to those preachers.
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Had Gaspar been specifically devoted to the
Precious Blood, it would be easy to find evidence of this,
even if he did not mention the Precious Blood explicitly
in his preaching. Such is the case of the fifteenth com-
pendium of Lenten sermons given by Monsignor
Giovanni Baccolo in the Church of the Gesu in 1804,
where he speaks of “The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.”®
How much more appropriate a subject for inserting some
explicit references to the Divine Blood? All the more so
because in reading these notes one gets the impression
that the Blood remains rather in the wings and is not
called to center stage.

Elsewhere, as we said, we have found only fleeting
references to the Blood of Jesus.

The first, in an argument a fortiori in the ninth ser-
mon, “On the respect owed to the holy temple of God,” 1s
found in the same collection of compendiums which we
referred to above:

If in the old Law a drop of that Blood which they
used to offer could not fall except on virgin
earth.

If they required a place very pure and clean
for the ark . . . tell me, will not the Holy temple
of God be Holy? Will not the precious vessels
which enclose the entire Body, Blood, soul, etc.,
of Jesus be sacred?®

We find another brief note on the Blood of Jesus in
the “Sermon on the Passion” (again from the compendi-
um of sermons of Monsignor Baccolo) on the sweat of
Blood in the Garden of Olives:

But what does it mean, you will say, that there
in the Garden he sweats Blood and declines this
Chalice,10 etc. But I ask you, did he not know of
his sufferings before going to the Garden?
Certainly he did! Thus he sweats Blood now,
because he wants it this way, because he is the
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beloved son of God, because he wants to suffer
as the beloved son of God. He declines [the cup]
because he sees that this Chalice will be of no
use, etc., because he would long for, etc.!!

We refer to just one more text, found in the com-
pendium of the twenty-first sermon, entitled: “On the
Excellence of our Soul.” The proof of the excellence of the
soul is inferred from the fact that “a God would come
down from Heaven to become human, to pour out all his
blood, etc., tradidit semetipsum pro nobis ‘he gave him-
self for us’ [a reference to Eph 5: 2]12 . . . Nescit homo
pretium ejus ‘humanity does not know its price.”13

Thus we can assert that prior to 1808, that is before
his contact with the Confraternity of the Most Precious
Blood of San Nicola in Carcere, as we will see later on,
the theme of the Blood of Christ is practically absent
from the writings of St. Gaspar, while it will come more
and more to the fore after that date.14

Although we know well that the argument from
silence is often weak, nevertheless it seems impossible to
assert that St. Gaspar had genuine devotion to the
Divine Blood since childhood but that he did not speak
or write of this or that it escaped the notice of those wit-
nesses with whom he shared the most intimate senti-
ments of his spirit.

Must we conclude, therefore, that Gaspar from his
childhood did not nurture a true and proper devotion to
the Precious Blood? Must we close this chapter and
abandon our investigation of the childhood years, years
so fervid in the life of Gaspar? Can we not find some
glimmers that predict a future splendor? Can we not
find some seeds that will explain the luxuriant growth of
later years?

We must investigate, because the personality of the
mature person is rooted in his/her infancy and child-
hood. We can do this because we know the elements in
which the devotion to the Most Precious Blood of St.
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Gaspar will be expressed and thus it is easy to find these
seeds in his childhood spirituality.

We could list many of these seeds. We group them
under three categories:

1. The mystery of redemption.

2. Restorative penance (penitenza riparatrice) and
the apostolate.

3. The mystery of the Eucharist.

The Mystery of Redemption
Sr. Maria Tamini tells us:

He used to speak to me, from his boyhood until
he was older, of the mystery of the Unity and
Trinity of God and of the Incarnation, with fer-
vor and a singular passion, and he used to say
to me many times: ‘When you make the sign of
the Cross, do you think about the mystery of the
Unity and Trinity of God and of the Incarnation
which are contained in that act?’15

The persons who were near Gaspar in his infancy
and childhood, especially the already mentioned Maria
Tamini, who, under his influence, at the age of seven-
teen became a religious of the Maestre Pie at the Church
of S. Tommaso in Parione, and the Basilian monk,
Filippo Berga, agree in attributing to him a very tender
devotion to the Passion of Jesus in his meditation, which
often lasted several hours into the night. Tamini offers
this testimony:

... His parents found him, late at night, saying
his prayers on his knees before his little altar,
and sometimes he would tell me that he had
slept the entire night on the ground, almost
always on the night preceding Friday . . . He
would meditate during those hours . . . on the
passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, using the
book called Del cibo dell’'anima, and he confided
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in me the good ideas and resolutions he made.
He also told me that those hours of the night
seemed to pass like a moment.16

Filippo Berga assures us that this kind of medita-
tion practice was habitual from his first years:

From his first years he would make a brief med-
itation and I believe that this was on the pas-
sion of Jesus Christ, because he would often
urge me to this practice (perché questo inculca-
va bene spesso a me).17

In meditating on the Passion “the prayer of the
Garden used to move him in a special way”—he confided
this to Tamini, as we have already said above—“because
in all of the other episodes of the Passion the Lord shed
his Precious Blood as a result of external violence, while
in the prayer in the Garden of Olives he shed it out of an
inner compassion of love, that is to say it was complete-
ly spontaneous.”'® This is a reflection that we find amaz-
ing in a boy and it gives us a glimpse at the kind of reac-
tion provoked in Gaspar by that vital element that has
always made an impression on the great and small:
blood.

Since he was anxious about the welfare of others, he
could hardly help but recommend to them the practice of
meditating on the Passion, as Berga notes in his testi-
mony already cited, so that they could obtain the same
benefits that enriched his soul.1?

This mysterious thirst of this spirit prompted him to
have recourse often to “the specialists” of the Passion of
Jesus: the sons of St. Paul of the Cross. Thus he is often
on retreat with the Passionists at their retreat house of
Sts. Giovanni e Paolo, where he struck up a friendship
with St. Vincent Strambi, who will later became a col-
laborator with Gaspar in spreading the devotion to the
Precious Blood.

Another place where he would come when deeply
moved in his heart was the basilica of Santa Croce in
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Gerusalemme. A maternal uncle lived in the adjacent
Cistercian monastery, the monk, Don Eugenio Pechi, a
spiritual man who had a great influence on the forma-
tion of young Gaspar. Besides, in that basilica, where
are kept the relics of the Passion of our Lord, he could
relive with more devotion, even sensible devotion, the
sad drama of redemption.

Here Gaspar made a retreat of an entire month in
preparation for receiving the first tonsure20 at the age of
fourteen, on Holy Saturday of 1800, the twelfth of April.

This retreat, in which he prepared himself for the
act which would officially induct him into the clerical
state, thus placing him in a particular way of following
the Savior, must have filled him with the spirit of the
cross of Jesus if, in receiving the tonsure, he had the
sense of embracing the cross. This was a feeling he had
every time that his tonsure was renewed (s/ faceva la
chierica). He expressed these sentiments to Tamini, who
gave the following testimony at the process for his beat-
ification held in Albano:

. . . I remember that, having received the first
tonsure, he told me that, while the bishop was
cutting the hair in the front, he felt a rush of
blood (sintese muovere tutto il sangue) and he
was afraid of falling, and when I asked him why
this happened and what he thought about this,
he replied that when he felt his hair being cut,
it seemed to be like embracing the cross of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. He reminded me of this often
when he would ask his mother to maintain the
tonsure and to make it large, saying, ‘I am not
ashamed to wear it.” Then he used to turn to me
and say: ‘Every time the tonsure is renewed, I
feel moved and happy in the same way that I
felt the first time . . .21

This mystical union of his spirit with the cross of
Christ spurred him on to become more like Christ.
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Filippo Berga says: “. . . In order to become like the cru-
cified Lord, on Fridays he used to engage in particular
mortifications.”?2 The Crucified Christ23 was his book
and his teacher of the heart and of the mind: “One must
reflect,”Berga asserts,”that he learned many things at
the foot of Jesus Crucified in his mental prayer.”24

In this “school” Gaspar arrived at the greatest
expression of holiness: to give back one’s life for life.
Thus the testimony of Maria Tamini:

... from his earliest years and likewise in those
that followed, the Servant of God showed me
that he wished to give himself to God through a
life of withdrawal or even by dying as a martyr
for Him . . .25

If devotion to the Precious Blood is an impetus to
conforming oneself with the Savior who sheds his Blood
out of love for us, in the young Gaspar we must say that
we find the spirit of this devotion.

Restorative Penance and the Apostolate

This desire for martyrdom was not simply a pious
expression, but from his infancy was a genuine, almost
superhuman force that impelled him to unite his feelings
and sorrows to those of the Redeemer, who embraced
suffering to expiate sin and to save humankind.

Every Christian is called to work with Jesus for the
redemption of humanity. As the cross, that is to say, his
freely given love “to the end,” was the sign of redemption
for Jesus (Jn 13: 1), it is also the distinctive sign of the
Christian. The cross of Jesus was for the remission of the
sin of the world; the cross of the Christian should be the
sign of sharing in the cross of Christ. This is the sense of
the cross in Christianity; this explains martyrdom, suf-
fering, and penance, accepted out of love and in union
with Christ, into whose life is woven that of the pilgrim
Church.
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The Blood of Jesus, since it is “the highest note of
the Redeeming Sacrifice,’according to an expression of
Blessed John XXIII,26 spontaneously invites us not only
to meditate on the sacrifice of Jesus, but to continue it in
ourselves, to make it our own, iIn its end and in its
means. It is no wonder, therefore, that the spirituality of
“Blood” is tinted with b/ood. No wonder that the apostle
of the Precious Blood had to specialize in penance and in
sacrifice, accepted out of love and in a spirit of repara-
tion with Jesus. St. Catherine of Siena, the mystic of the
Blood of Christ, rightly synthesizes this quite succinctly:
“blood for blood.”27

In the spirituality of young Gaspar we also find par-
ticularly this aspect of traditional Christian asceticism,
which reveals another cornerstone of the future physiog-
nomy of the “Apostle of the Precious Blood.”

Filippo Berga says that from the time he was very
small, Gaspar was given to mortification and penance?8
and Maria Tamini tells us of the generosity of his heart:

He would confide in me that he greatly desired
to suffer and do penance, which was moderated
by the Director, and that he wanted him to be
content with the merit of obedience.2?

He had a great tendency to penance and to
scourge his body, taking as a model Blessed
Leonard of Port Maurice, a compendium of
whose life the Servant of God had written in his
own hand. I suppose that he did this in order to
moderate and combat his lively temperament. I
know that he would have continued this austere
method with himself, had he not been prevent-
ed from doing so by his spiritual director Abbot
Giovanni Marchetti.30

Why all this penance? Simply because he wanted to
conform himself to Jesus Crucified. In the preceding
paragraph we referred to a testimony of Filippo Berga,
which attributed the penances of Gaspar to the goal of
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“making himself like the Crucified,” that is absorbing
his sentiments and, I would say, also his outward form.

But he gave himself to mortification also because he
had an acute sense of sin. “From his boyhood, [Gaspar]
would suddenly break the silence, jump about and,
swinging his hands and his waist, would go about
exclaiming through the house: ‘My love, my love, no
more sins! Help, help!”31

Gaspar could absolutely not bear to hear blas-
phemies or coarse language: they caused him genuine
physical as well as spiritual distress.

We see this goal—penance for sin—already in the
testimony of Don Biagio Valentini, later confessor of
Gaspar and his successor in governing the Congregation
of the Missionaries of the Most Precious Blood.
According to Valentini, in fact, Gaspar practiced those
penances for the purpose of “fighting his lively tempera-
ment.” From the years of his infancy, according to the
testimony of his contemporary D. Filippo Berga, one can
affirm the same thing: “I have reached the age of reason
(eta di peccato) and thus I can also fast.” Thus Gaspar
would respond to his mother who, concerned about the
health of her son, used to tell him that he did not have
the obligation of fasting because of his age.32

Gaspar hated sin and fought it in himself and in oth-
ers with prayer, advice, and action, as Berga testifies:

Coming with me to the Roman College, he
would see some groups of persons of mixed sex
which could be suspicious and he would cry out
suddenly to God: ‘O Lord, save them from sin.’
Moreover, when talking with me, he used to say
what a disgrace sin was for a Christian, and he
urged me to always stay far from sin. He prayed
that God would keep sin far from him. He would
repeat all this with such feeling that showed
how much he abhorred offense against God.33
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In giving alms to the poor, he would tell them “to
have the fear of the Lord, that they should flee from sin
and things like that.”34

We refrain from referring to other facts and the var-
ious activities of his youth, already noted, that reveal to
us in the soul of the young Gaspar an apostolic drive so
lively that it was admired by those who knew him. Even
in the midst of the concerns of study and of piety he
found much time for the work of the apostolate. He was
irresistibly drawn to fighting evil and to spreading good
as much as possible.

These, therefore, are the other vital elements in
young Gaspar—penance conformed to Christ, a profound
sense of sin and apostolic zeal—on which one day will be
grafted the devotion to the Most Precious Blood. In fact,
immersing souls in the Blood of Christ in a “crucified
apostolate” in order to purify them of sin and vivify them
with supernatural life could be the synthesis of the life
of St. Gaspar the apostle. We see him forming himself
for this mission already in the years of his youth.

The Mystery of the Eucharist

Another factor of the spirituality of young Gaspar
which will have a great influence on the life of the
Apostle of the Most Precious Blood was his Eucharistic
piety.

The Eucharistic mystery is at the center of devotion
to the Divine Blood, because in it we have the memorial
of the Passion and death of Jesus. From it we draw the
fruits of redemption; by it we come into sacramental con-
tact with the Precious Blood poured out for us and we
become conformed to Christ: “The one who eats my flesh
and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him” (Jn 6:
56).

The witnesses to the early years of Gaspar’s life also
describe his particular devotion to the Eucharist. While
still small, “his mother used to take him to hear Mass
every morning in the church of the Gesu, where he
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would stand like a statue and his mother would have to
pick him up and make him sit down out of compassion
..”35 When he learned to serve Mass, he volunteered to
serve more than he was able t0.36
His communions, limited by the discipline of the
time, were “seraphic” in the way in which he prepared
himself, for the fervor that accompanied them and for
the heavenly communications that God gave him. In the
words of Maria Tamini:

. . . After his first Communion I saw him fre-
quent holy Communion two or three times a
week. He had great fervor in making them, and
often he would tell me that God wanted every-
thing for him . . . He showed me a chain for an
undershirt that his own Director had given him
and ordered that he should gird himself with
this on the day of his Communion . . .”37

The visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament was a
daily practice. The goal of his afternoon walks was the
churches which were having exposition for the Forty
Hours Devotion. Moreover, speaking of the Forty Hours,
Gaspar may be considered a pioneer for perpetual ado-
ration:

Gaspar was friends with the monks of
Sant’Alessio and found himself there for Forty
Hours Devotion. He suggested to them that at
night they should not put the Blessed
Sacrament back in the tabernacle, showing
himself willing to remain and urging me
[Filippo Berga] to keep him company before the
Blessed Sacrament the entire night. I complied
with his wishes, and he suggested to me that I
take a coffee instead of supper, as he did, and
thus we could remain awake the entire night.
[Gaspar] kept himself always in prayer and one
knew well that he was completely united with
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God. From time to time he turned to me and
would offer a fervorino in order to inflame me
with love for Christ Jesus. [He] was not yet a
priest and Perpetual Adoration was not yet
established in Rome, that is to say the night
vigil before the Blessed Sacrament. This hap-
pened more times in Sant’Alessio and the same
thing also took place in the Church of Santa
Croce in Gerusalemme. 38

In this testimony and in these facts we find painted
the enterprising and fervid spirit of the young Gaspar
regarding the Eucharistic mystery. The next step
toward the devotion to the Most Precious Blood will be
easier for him: to highlight in the Eucharistic mystery
the sacrificial aspect of the Blood of Christ.

At the end of this rather brief research of ours on the
youthful spirituality of St. Gaspar in relation to the
Divine Blood, one could object that those elements that
we have indicated as formative of the future Apostle of
the Most Precious Blood are not really distinctive, but
are the patrimony of holiness in general.

We do not deny this. On the other hand we must
reflect that God does not prepare apostles for a specific
mission in a generic manner. This preparation does not
take place ordinarily in a single moment and in a man-
ner that is uniquely supernatural.

Certainly we also have shown at the beginning of
the chapter that one cannot properly speak of devotion
to the Most Precious Blood in Gaspar’s youth.
Nevertheless, knowing of the successive developments of
a spiritual formation and noting that those elements
that we pointed out had a particular accentin his youth-
ful spirituality (and the witnesses notice this often and
we have emphasized it as well), we thus believed it
opportune to highlight them as roots from which will
develop abundantly the personality of the future Apostle
of the Most Precious Blood.



Chapter 1swo

Formation in the Precious Blood

In the previous chapter we have seen that, at least
from the documents we have, the youthful spirituality of
Gaspar was not characterized by a devotion to the
Precious Blood. Gaspar’s devotion to the Blood of Christ
will become much more evident later. In the present
chapter we want to retrace the journey of Gaspar’s
explicit formation in Precious Blood spirituality.

In this journey we can identify four principal stages,
the years 1808, 1810-1814, 1814, and 1817.

December 1808:
The Foundation of the Confraternity of the
Most Precious Blood in the
Basilica of San Nicola in Carcere

The first stage along this spiritual path begins in
1808, the year of Gaspar’s ordination to the priesthood.
This event designated him not only as one who distrib-
utes the benefits of the redemption, but likewise the vic-
tim with Christ for the glory of God and for the salvation
of souls.

Gaspar’s first explicit encounter with the devotion
to the Precious Blood took place on December 8, 1808,
when he was invited by the canons of the chapter of the
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San Nicola in Carcere.
At the far right of the photo one can glimpse part of the
Teatro di Marcello where Gaspar maintained an apartment
and in which he died.

Basilica of San Nicola in Carcere to give some short
inspirational sermons on the Eucharist (fervorini
eucaristici) and the official address for the inauguration
of the “Pious Association of the Most Precious Blood of
Jesus Christ, of the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and of the Holy Souls in Purgatory” in the same basilica.

A relic of the Precious Blood that was mounted and
sealed in a silver box, a gift of Prince Giulio Savelli, had
been preserved in this very ancient basilica since 1708.
It was engraved with the words, “De aqua et Sanguine
D.N.J.C. quae eftluxerunt ex ejus sacratissimo latere
dum pendebat in Cruce” ‘From the water and Blood of
Our Lord Jesus Christ which flowed from his most
sacred side while he hung on the Cross.’! According to
the tradition of the noble Roman Savelli family, an
ancestor was a Roman legionary present in Jerusalem at
the death of the Savior who had possession of the gar-
ment sprinkled with a few drops of the Blood of Jesus.
When he became a Christian the former legionary
attached the part of the garment that was still red with
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the Blood to his own garment and, upon returning to
Rome, placed it in a precious reliquary, which was pre-
served and handed on with devotion for many centuries
in the Savelli family.2

The chapter of the basilica, through a special privi-
lege, used to celebrate the feast of the Precious Blood on
the first Sunday of July with a proper Office and Mass,
and already in 1808 used to expose and carry the relic in
procession.3 In the same church was venerated a crucifix
which, according to tradition, had spoken to St. Brigida.4
The crucifix and the relic were placed together at the
same altar.

These sacred objects were apparently little venerat-
ed if the good canons were concerned about the religious
apathy of the neighboring quarters of the city.5 However,
a member of the chapter of that basilica was the learned
and holy canon Don Francesco Albertini, a highly
regarded spiritual director. He directed the servant of
God Sr. Maria Agnese del Verbo Incarnato, of the
monastery of the Paolotte (Sisters of St. Francis of
Paola) in Rome. Sr. Maria Agnese

. after communion, would have certain rap-
turous experiences, during which she spoke of
sublime matters. One morning, having received
Communion . . . one of her usual ecstasies
occurred. The nuns alerted the Canon
[Albertini] of this, and he was attentive to hear
what she was saying. He understood that she
was speaking of the devotion of the Precious
Blood, how this devotion would be spread, and
similar matters regarding the devotion.6

From that moment, Albertini began to devote him-
self enthusiastically to spreading this devotion. This
presented no difficulties for him at San Nicola, because
the canons wanted to revive the Christian faith among
the faithful of the area, and because they venerated the
relic of the Precious Blood and the crucifix there—both
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Don Francesco Albertini

of which were indispensable means for encouraging the
devotion, especially among the simple people. In addi-
tion, the feast of the Precious Blood was already being
celebrated with a proper Mass and Divine Office in the
basilica. Albertini’s intention was to foster devotion to
the Blood of Christ and not to the relic, as we will see
later.

Albertini argued for this holy cause so well that the
chapter of the Basilica of San Nicola in Carcere engaged
canons Mons. Francesco Maria Pittori, Don Gregorio
Muccioli, and Albertini himself to work for the estab-
lishment of the “Pious Association of the Most Precious
Blood of Jesus Christ, of the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and of the Holy Souls in Purgatory.” The official
inauguration took place on December 8, 1808.

According to a memoir written by Albertini, the
young and newly ordained Gaspar was called to preach
for the event. (Gaspar had been ordained on July 31,
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1808, with a dispensation from lack of canonical age.)
Here is a description of Gaspar’s role in the event taken
from Albertini’s memoir:

The feast of the Immaculate Conception was
celebrated with a solemn General Communion,
and countless people approached the Holy
Table, since there were many Confessors in the
Church as well as many Masses for the conven-
ience of the Devoted who came. In the Mass of
Communion there was organ music and Motets
sung by the Musicians. From time to time the
music was interrupted with moving and effec-
tive short sermons (fervorini) delivered by Don
Gaspar del Bufalo, Canon of the Illustrious
College [of Canons] of San Marco.

. . . After the Mass, the praiseworthy Canon
del Bufalo offered a brief but energetic dis-
course directed to the Representatives, both
Men and Women, in which explained to them
the principal aim of the new Association that
had been founded, and consequently the proper
spirit and disposition of those who were to be its
foundations. Gaspar animated and encouraged
all to dedicate themselves entirely to this Work
that gave such glory of God, that was of such
spiritual advantage to one’s fellow men and
women, and of such suffrage for the souls of the
Deceased. He finished the discourse with a fer-
vent prayer to the Most Precious Blood of Jesus
Christ and to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to
implore the abundance and fullness of heavenly
Blessings upon the new Association which was
to be born in only a few moments in the womb
of the Holy Catholic Church so that it would
bear very copious fruit.”

This pious association with its Constitutions® was
approved and canonically erected on February 27, 1809,
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with a decree of the vicar of Rome, Cardinal Antonio
Despuig y Dameto.

After the approval Albertini, named president of the
Pia Adunanza ‘Pious Association,” composed the Chaplet
(or rosary) of the Precious Blood,® which was approved
by the Sacred Congregation of Rites on March 31,
1809,10 and then printed.

Albertini called on Gaspar to preach to the PFia
Adunanzain 1809 and 1810 as well, as we find recorded
in the above mentioned Memorandum:

The Adunanza introduced the practice of the
Most Holy Rosary with fervorini, something
which had not been the previous practice . . .
And this was done on the feast of the Most Holy
Rosary and during the Octave. On the feast of
the Rosary the fervorini for the first part were
preached by Abbot Giannoli, the second part by
Canon del Bufalo, and the third by Abbot
Marini. On the day of the Octave . .. Canon del
Bufalo, already praised above, preached the fer-
vorini only for the third part . . . on the day of
the feast [of the Most Precious Blood], which fell
on the first of July [1810], there was . . . General
Communion, during which Canon del Bufalo
gave fervorini with great force and earnestness
(unzione).11

This is the bare recounting of the facts that brought
our saint to his first explicit contact with devotion to the
Divine Blood. We are interested in knowing the reason
this encounter took place and its repercussions in the
soul of the young priest.

Why did the three canons in charge of the chapter at
San Nicola in Carcere call on the twenty-three year old
Don Gaspar, ordained only a few months, to take on
such important preaching for the founding of the confra-
ternity on December 8, 18087
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It does not appear that the three canons called him
because they noticed in Gaspar a particular zeal for the
devotion to the Divine Blood. Nor does it seem that they
asked this of the preacher, for at that moment the Fia
Adunanza was also concerned with the holy rosary and
the souls in purgatory. Besides, in light of what was said
in the first chapter, devotion to the Precious Blood had
not yet begun to grow in the youthful spirituality of
Gaspar. Even though on that December 8, 1808, Gaspar
“concluded the discourse with a fervent prayer to the
Most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ and to the Blessed
Virgin Mary,” as we read in the already cited memoir,
this does not mean that devotion to the Precious Blood
was particularly prominent in his life, as it would come
to be later. The closing prayer related to the topic of the
sermon was customary for Gaspar as a conclusion to his
preaching, as one can observe in other preaching of the
same year.12

The reason for Gaspar being invited to undertake
such important preaching was of a more general nature:
it was the same reason why he was called to preach an
official discourse on divine providence in the Basilica of
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Roman Forum or Campo Vaccino

St. Peter in the Vatican for the exposition of the funeral
pall (coltre) of the holy martyrs,'3 namely, his fame as a
great preacher and zealous apostle. The intense pastoral
ministry of this young priest, which took place before
their very eyes as he moved back and forth between the
Santa Galla Hospice and the evening oratory of Santa
Maria in Vincis (inaugurated on October 23, 180814)
could hardly escape their notice. They would have heard
the opinions that were running through the entire popu-
lace of the area of the Campo Vaccino (the Roman
Foruma) on account of young Gaspar, canon of
the neighboring Basilica of St. Mark in the Piazza
Venezia: a truly zealous priest who could make one love
God simply by being around him.

This twofold fame as a holy priest and an exception-
al orator, therefore, was the reason for the invitation

aTranslator's note: The Campo Vaccino, literally “cow pasture,”
was a popular name for the Roman Forum in Gaspar's day. At that
time it had not been excavated and preserved as it is today and lay
under several meters of debris. Prints from the era show cows and
other animals grazing among the ruins that poked up through the
pasture.
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offered by the three canons to preach on December 8,
1808, in San Nicola in Carcere.

What kind of influence did Gaspar’s first encounter
with the devotion to the Precious Blood and with
Albertini have on him?

For St. Gaspar this encounter with the devotion to
the Precious Blood was not of great importance, because
he had not yet become well aware of its doctrinal impli-
cations. On first contact with the devotion it would be
difficult to distinguish it from devotion to the Jesus cru-
cified, to the Passion, or to the Eucharist. Later, when he
becomes aware of his vocation to propagate the devotion
to the Precious Blood, Gaspar will apply himself to
studying it, as St. Vincent Pallotti affirms in his deposi-
tion.15 D. Giovanni Merlini also notes:

To succeed even better in this regard [Gaspar]
told me that he would apply himself diligently
to the study of Scripture and the Church
Fathers in order to amass as much as he could
for his sermons on the Divine Blood.16

The meeting with Albertini was not important for
Gaspar, except for those few contacts with Albertini and
others that took place to coordinate the commitments of
ministry that Gaspar was fulfilling at San Nicola in
Carcere, especially after Albertini was named president
of the Fra Adunanza of the Precious Blood by the chap-
ter of San Nicola in Carcere. In addition, Gaspar was
always involved in various pastoral ministries which
fully absorbed his time. Gaspar also already had his
spiritual director in Rome, the learned Mons. Giovanni
Marchetti, rector of the Church of the Gesu, and so one
must dismiss as without any foundation the notion that
Albertini had begun the spiritual direction of St. Gaspar
before the deportation.l” As a matter of fact, D. Giovanni
Merlini, a well-informed witness, states in his deposition
in the Processo Ordinario di Albano:
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It 1s well to note that the Servant of God, as he
himself told me, even though he already knew
the celebrated Albertini in Rome by sight, had
only greeted him and, if memory serves, had
talked with him a few times. During his depor-
tation, Gaspar, knowing his reputation as an
excellent director of souls, placed himself under
his direction, and I know that he never dis-
tanced himself from him.18

Professor Mariano Armellini, the archeologist who
wrote a highly regarded biography of Gaspar, reaches
the same conclusion: “Up until the day of his departure
[for exile, in July 1810], Gaspar had only very infrequent
contacts [with Albertini.]”1® These statements would be
in error if Albertini had begun spiritual direction with
St. Gaspar before the exile and had him in mind to col-
laborate with him in spreading his dear devotion.

1810-1814:
Gaspar Is to Be the Herald of the Precious Blood and
Years of Luxuriant Growth

Rome, with its endless apostolic demands that
absorbed all of Gaspar’s activity given the generous res-
onance they found in his zealous heart, would not have
been the place suited for realizing the divine plan,
according to which he was to be the Apostle of the Divine
Blood. Just then God took him from his own surround-
ings, from his cherished and demanding apostolic works,
and from his family. He called Gaspar to a land of mar-
tyrdom, where he began revealing to him his vocation in
the Church.

Gaspar’s pilgrimage began with a summons by the
French police, which reached the del Bufalo household
in the Palazzo Altieri on June 12, 1810. The following
day Gaspar had to present himself at the Palazzo
Borromeo near the Church of St. Ignatius to take the
oath of loyalty to Napoleon Bonaparte.
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The French army had already occupied Rome on
May 17, 1809, with the intention of bending Pope Pius
VII to Napoleon’s aims of dominating Europe and abol-
ishing the temporal power of the pope, after having
annexed the last two regions of the Papal States, Lazio
and Umbria, to the French empire. On June 10, 1809,
Pius VII issued a bull of excommunication for all respon-
sible for the suppression of the patrimony of St. Peter.
During the night of June 5-6, 1809, the aged and weak
Pius VII was arrested at the Quirinal Palace by French
police and was taken into exile, first to Grenoble, then to
Savona, and finally to Fontainebleau.

News of this crime petrified the population of Rome.
Added to this abuse was the imposition of the oath of loy-
alty to the established authority, that is, to the emperor,
with the consequent approval of the deeds already done.
Cardinals, bishops, prelates, and ecclesiastics who
enjoyed benefices, such as pastors and canons, were
obliged to take the oath. It was either loyalty to the
emperor or deportation.

In two instructions of May 22 and August 30 of
1808, Pius VII declared such an oath illicit, notwith-
standing the opposing opinions of some theologians and
canon lawyers who had been manipulated into consider-
ing it legal. Gaspar made accurate copies, in his own
hand, of the two papal instructions, and those copies are
preserved among his writings.20

Thus on that June 12, 1810, the order to take the
oath arrived at the home of Gaspar, a canon of St.
Mark’s. The following day, accompanied by his father
Antonio, Don Gaspar went before the commissioner pre-
fect at the Palazzo Borromeo. Before the prefect he
announced, instead of the prescribed formula for the
oath, his decision: “I cannot, I must not, I will not,” just
as Pius VII had declared before General Radet, when, on
the night of June 5-6, 1809, the latter had invited the
pope to renounce his temporal sovereignty.2! Gaspar’s
deportation to Piacenza followed immediately.22
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During the first days of July he was on his way to
Piacenza together with Albertini and two other canons
of the Basilica of St. Mark: Francesco Gambini and
Bernardino Filippo Marchetti.23

The threads of the divine fabric began to come
together. Out of sheer necessity Gaspar was to rub
shoulders with the pioneer of the devotion to the
Precious Blood and began to submit himself to his influ-
ence willingly.

Passing through Florence, Albertini used the oppor-
tunity to promote his dear devotion, stirring Abbot
Consalvo Petrai to sufficient enthusiasm to have the
Chaplet of the Precious Blood reprinted and distrib-
uted.24 Monsignor Emidio Gentilucci, in his short biog-
raphy of our saint, assures us that Gaspar also helped
him in this work.25

In Piacenza, Gaspar could not help but observe the
zeal of Albertini in spreading devotion to the Precious
Blood and the chaplet, which Albertini had translated
into five languages.26

However, the moment of revelation of the will of God
had not yet arrived for Gaspar. This came about unex-
pectedly while he was in bed with a very serious illness
in September 1810. The unhealthy air of Piacenza or
“Dispiacenza,”™ as he jokingly refers to it in one letter,2?
had brought him near death. Even the physicians did
not hide the seriousness of his case, and so Albertini cel-
ebrated the anointing of the sick with him. (In that peri-
od the sacrament was customarily administered only at
the point of death.) While he was attending him,
Albertini, with heart heavy with sorrow, gazed on the
features of this young priest, transformed by the wrin-
kles of a premature old age.

bThis is a play on words in Italian. Pracere means “to
please” and dispracere “to displease.”
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On August 28 Gaspar wrote to Don Gaetano
Bonanni2® asking him for prayers to St. Francis Xavier
for his health.2® Even at that point—the first days of
September of 1810—as Gaspar lay on his straw mattress
near the point of death, he was invoking the help of his
dear saint, to whom he was so devoted from his boyhood.
Albertini did not let so much as a breath from the appar-
ently dying Gaspar escape his notice; he observed every-
thing. At one point, not so much to console Gaspar, inas-
much as he was sustained by an interior force, Albertini
assured him that his cure was certain. Why this sudden
change? Albertini had always kept in mind the prophet-
ic words referring to Gaspar by the already noted
Servant of God Sr. Maria Agnese del Verbo Incarnato:

You will recognize in the difficult times of the
Church a young priest, zealous for the glory of
God, and with him, in the face of oppression of
enemies and in pain, you will form a spiritual
friendship and you will be his Director. The dis-
tinctive characteristic of this priest will be the
devotion to St. Francis Xavier. He will be des-
tined to be an apostolic missionary and he will
found a new congregation of missionary priests
under the title of the Divine Blood, dedicated to
reforming morals and for the salvation of souls,
to promote the decorum of the secular clergy, to
rouse the people from their indifference and
unbelief, calling all back to the love of Jesus cru-
cified.

He will be the founder of an institute of sis-
ters, but he will not direct them. Finally, he will
be the trumpet of the Divine Blood, in order to
arouse sinners and sectarians in the difficult
times of Christianity.30

Albertini now entrusted these communications that
he had kept in his heart to Gaspar, in order to explain
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the categorical assertion that he would be cured, which
in fact did occur.

The prophecy which Sr. Maria Agnese had received
from God, in all probability during one of her habitual
ecstasies after communion,3! and which she had commu-
nicated to Albertini, was explicit. It foretold that a young
priest would be the apostolic missionary, founder of two
congregations with the Divine Blood in their titles, to
call back “all to the love of the Crucified One” and
Apostle of the Blood of Christ.”

What weight did this prediction have for the soul of
Albertini and that of Gaspar?

Albertini had to have been convinced of the truth of
this prediction above all because he was familiar with
her holiness. This holy woman and member of the
Paolotte Sisters was born Barbara Schiavi on June 24,
1757. From childhood she was dedicated to prayer and
penance

. in the humble condition of a lay sister, a
state she voluntarily chose, and her life shone
with the light of solid virtues. She was favored
by God with great gifts of miracles, of prophecy,
of counsel, of the knowledge of hearts . . . High
ranking people, both clerical and lay, came to
her for advice.32

She enjoyed the esteem and veneration of St.
Vincent Strambi, Passionist bishop and friend of
Gaspar’s, the Jesuit Giuseppe Maria Pignatelli, and of
Venerable Clotilde di Savoia. After a very long illness,
she died on the day she predicted, March 15, 1810, some
months before Gaspar and his companions departed for
exile.33

The effect of this holy religious on the soul of
Albertini was of no small importance if, as we already
know, she persuaded him to propagate the devotion to
the Precious Blood precisely because he heard her speak
of this in an ecstasy.
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Albertini, after fasting and prayer, was inspired to
write the Chaplet of the Precious Blood and, after fin-
ishing it,

. . . considered taking it to Sister Maria Agnese
... with the intention of making some finishing
touches later. Scarcely did the pious lay sister
see her confessor that she spoke to him about
what he had written, although he had not
shown it to her. She was as happy as if she had
received an ineffable gift, and said to him: ‘You
have the Chaplet of the Precious Blood! Do not
change a thing. Leave it as the Lord has
inspired it.’34

Albertini followed her counsel to the letter.

For these and other reasons, known only to the holy
canon through his special relationship to Sr. Maria
Agnese, one must conclude that Albertini considered the
prediction as a genuine divine message even before it
was fulfilled. We say this because, already during the
period of imprisonment, we see him working with
Countess Caterina Bentivoglio Orsi (1765-1826) for the
establishment of the Institute of the “Daughters of the
Precious Blood.”35 We say this because Gaspar wanted to
enter the newly reestablished Society of Jesus upon
returning to Rome after his imprisonment and Albertini
did not try to stop him, assuring Gaspar that he would
not be successful, which, in fact, was the case.36

What kind of influence did that prediction have on
Gaspar in September 18107

The prophecy contained a beautiful message, but it
was difficult for Gaspar to receive it enthusiastically.
This was also part of the character of our saint: to be
fearful in the face of the great responsibilities he was
about to embrace until some sign manifested the will of
God to him. This was the case at his priestly ordination:
he needed the counsel of St. Vincent Strambi. It would
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also be the case in his choice of vocation: he would need
the call of Pius VII.

That prediction, therefore, certainly did not find an
enthusiastic welcome in Gaspar. It left him perplexed,
but it was not in vain, especially with the encouraging
and enlightening presence of Albertini.37

From September 1810 Gaspar will begin to work
actively to enrich his soul with the beautiful devotion to
the Most Precious Blood and to spreading that devotion,
as we will see shortly. From being a simple assistant to
Albertini, as he was in Rome, Florence, and Piacenza, he
became more and more a genuine instrument of the
Precious Blood through an interior desire, because
already the vermilion sun of the Blood of Christ has
appeared on the horizon of his life, making it more fruit-
ful and bringing it gradually to full maturity.

All of Gaspar’s life may be seen as continuing
growth in his devotion to the Precious Blood, but I
believe that the years of most luxuriant growth were
those he spent in prison. It was there that he began to be
directed by Albertini, whose personality held a strong
attraction for him.38 In prison his soul was formed not
only by study and prayer but also by his accepting this
martyrdom out of love for Jesus Christ and the Church.

First, we should describe the figure of Canon
Francesco Albertini,3® who was born in Rome on June 8,
1770 and who died on November 24, 1819. Given his
importance in the life of Gaspar, we should take a closer
look at his life. Albertini molded the soul of Gaspar for
his great mission and their destinies appeared to be
fused together into a single ideal and their souls burned
with the same spirituality.40

From the moment that he chose Albertini as his
spiritual director during their deportation, Gaspar nur-
tured a growing admiration of the canon. Albertini pre-
scribed a method for living and observed it exactly.
Gaspar remained obedient to his director even after he
died, following his counsels scrupulously.4! He used to
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say: “I observe exactly what Monsignor Albertini pre-
scribed for me and I don’t stray from his rules . . . What
a great director was Albertini! How hard it is to find one
like him!”42 He often called him “the Saint,”43 as one can
easily see in his letters.

He truly was a holy man, very humble, given to
sometimes incredible mortification. He was hard on him-
self so that he could control his fiery temperament. With
others, however, he was gentle and loving to the point of
reminding one of St. Francis de Sales, whose life and
work he knew.44

He was such an accomplished and wise spiritual
director that after his death several works were pub-
lished under his name: /ntroduzione alla vita umile,
Gabinetto mistico del proprio niente, ¢ and Direttore
diretto.46

Such is a brief sketch of Albertini who in 1819 was
created bishop of Terracina, Sezze, and Priverno by Pius
VII.

Albertini was extremely significant in the history of
devotion to the Precious Blood. He was important not
only for stirring up a devotion that would become uni-
versal in the Church, for having written the beloved
Chaplet of the Precious Blood, for having formed and
helped the “herald of the Divine Blood,” but also for a
heart that burned for the price of the redemption of
humankind.

For this reason we will mention a few ideas of
Albertini that we will find developed in Gaspar. After
all, Albertini called Gaspar his “favorite son,” so we
should be able to discover some the father’s characteris-
tics in his spiritual offspring.

The mind (animo) of Albertini regarding the Blood
of Christ may be found in a letter written from Bastia,
Corsica, on July 11, 1812:

Long live the Most Precious Blood of my dear
Redeemer. I am consecrated to that devotion
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and wish to remain forever immersed in it,
while he graciously gives me the necessary
strength . . .47

May the love of Jesus Christ always grow in
(our) heart. Who will love, if we do not love our
Divine Redeemer, who gave his Blood and his
Life for us? He is the Master, the Sovereign, the
King of (our) soul.48

Quite significant is the insight into his spirit which
he offers us in a letter he wrote to a nephew on January
11, 1812, seven days after his arrival in the awful pris-
ons of Bastia:

See that I no longer write you from Bologna, but
from Bastia, where I arrived on the fourth of
this month . . . I did not want to let you know
this earlier so that you would not be upset. Now
that I have arrived at my destination and find
myself in very good health, happy and calm and
full of joy, I share all of this with you so that you
can be united with me in thanking the Lord,
who, through the merits of his Precious Blood
has deigned to give me a share in this addition-
al little suffering for his Divine Glory . . .49

This consecration of his life to the glory of the Divine
Blood spurred him to spread the devotion with great
zeal:

I commend to you the devotion to the Most
Precious Blood of our divine Redeemer, which is
our true treasure.50

Ah, long live the sweetest Blood of Jesus!
This powerful devotion is becoming more wide-
spread each day. Yes, to Him be honor and glory
for all ages. Amen. And I am in the same Most
Divine Blood your very devoted Servant [and
the Servant] of all.5!
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He spread the devotion by means of letters of spiri-
tual direction, the confessional and counsel, writings,
preaching, publications, and especially the Chaplet of
the Precious Blood, which he had translated into various
languages. Was there an important decision to be made?
He had recourse to the Divine Blood:

Regarding the advice you asked for in the mat-
ter of the coming election of a Superior, do what
I tell you: first place the matter in the Most
Precious Blood of our Redeemer. Then go before
the Most Blessed Sacrament and ask Him for
enlightenment . . .52

Writing from prison in Bastia, for example,
Albertini intervened in a conflict within the
Confraternity of the Most Precious Blood and pointed
out that the Chaplet of the Precious Blood had been
translated and printed in five languages and that the
devotion was spreading. The devil, he says, 1s inimical to
the spread of the devotion to the Blood, the source of the
salvation of the world. He urges:

Be happy and affectionately devoted to the Most
Precious Blood of our Redeemer Jesus, who is
the only one who can placate the wrath of the
Eternal Father, and who can obtain an abun-
dance of all good things for us.53

Here is an excerpt from a letter offering some points
for meditation on the Blood of Christ, particularly dur-
ing Holy Week:

Why does [Jesus] suffer? Out of love for these
miserable and ungrateful creatures, who
instead of returning to him, as each must do,
offend him so many times with their faults and
sins. Oh! Never has been found a model more
expressive of solid patience, which confounds
our delicacy, and self love, by which we do not
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know how to suffer even a remark and a slight
offense of our neighbor. Why does he suffer? To
free men and women from their unhappy lot of
damnation, into which they have voluntarily
fallen. The incomprehensible Mystery of Mercy
by which we are taught to be more compassion-
ate toward our fellow men and women, and to
give comfort with an open heart, insofar as pos-
sible, to others in their misery. Finally, up to
what point does he suffer? He pours out the last
drop of his Blood for our salvation. Oh, adorable
school of love and of charity, in which he teach-
es us to love again without reserve the one who
has sacrificed his entire being for us. Here, my
dear Daughter, are some helpful thoughts,
which should occupy your mind in these holy
days.54

Some of his expressions seem to show the mystical
influence of St. Catherine of Siena when speaking of the
Blood of Christ: “I leave you in the Precious side of Jesus
Christ,” or “immersing you in [his] Most Precious
Blood.”55

These few quotes taken from his lettersst are
enough to provide us with a sense of the spiritual stature
of the teacher of Gaspar, of his great love for the Blood
of Jesus, which Albertini sought to instill subtly by the
witness of his life in the heart of his disciple.

Albertini and Gaspar were transferred to Bologna
on December 12, 1810. There Gaspar lived next to
Albertini in the house of the Oratorians, attached to the
Church of Santa Maria di Galliera, and then, in
February 1811, in the quarters of the Countesses
Marianna Spada Bentivoglio and Caterina Bentivoglio
Orsi, her daughter. It was Albertini who sought lodging
for himself and St. Gaspar with Caterina after he had
been chosen to be her spiritual director. Since there was
no place available in their house, in which several exiled
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P

House of the Oratorians in Bologna

priests had already found lodging, they had him stay in
the house of their servant Giuseppe Sarti and his wife
Marianna Gressi, at Via Cartoleria Nuova, 618, present-
day Via Domenico Guerazzi.5

The year Gaspar spent with Albertini in Bologna—
the latter was transferred to Corsica on December 28,
1811—was a time of great spiritual influence on the soul
of St. Gaspar, especially through the intense apostolate
for the devotion to the Precious Blood which Albertini
was able to arouse in that city.

During these months in which Gaspar lived with
Albertini, his zeal for the devotion to the Precious Blood
had not waned, but 1811 was the year in which the zeal-
ous apostolic activity of Albertini was impressed even
more deeply in the life of our saint.

Albertini’s activity coincided with the enthusiasm in
the region of Bologna, especially that of Countess
Caterina Bentivoglio Orsi, whose fervor for this devotion
was roused by her spiritual director, Albertini. So great
was her devotion that, as she herself writes in an auto-
biographical letter, in September 1811, that Albertini

. . erected [in Bologna] a union of seven indi-
viduals, who honor the seven sheddings of the
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Blood of our divine Redeemer, and he commis-
sioned me to be their leader. This union was
established on the day of the birth of our Lady
and met on the last Sunday of the month.58

This was the basis of the future Confraternity of the
Most Precious Blood in the Church of San Domenico,
which eventually merged with the Archconfraternity of
the Most Precious Blood of San Nicola in Carcere in
Rome on June 9, 1816. Just as Albertini had singled out
Gaspar as the future Apostle of the Blood of Christ in
Piacenza in September 1810, so in Bologna in 1811 he
singled out the Countess Caterina Bentivoglio Orsi to be
the foundress of the Institute of the Sisters of the Most
Precious Blood. From that time on Albertini began to
prepare her, along with some companions, for the found-
ing of this institute, to be dedicated to caring for the sick
in hospitals and in the home.?® But we will speak of this
later, when we describe Gaspar’s commitment to found-
ing the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood.

Now, however we must see what influence Albertini
exercised on the soul of Gaspar during the year that they
lived together in Bologna.

Until June 1811, Gaspar’s letters provide no explic-
it witness to the devotion to the Precious Blood in his
heart (animo). In Bologna the call to cultivate the devo-
tion to the Precious Blood becomes apparent in his let-
ters for the first time. This will be the principal refrain
of his letters in future years.

We notice this first evidence in a letter written on
June 18, 1811, to Countess Virginia Malaspina
Caracciolo of Piacenza. Among other news, he speaks to
her of the approaching feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus:

Oh, how happy I would be if I had always loved
Jesus as I ought! At least you, please, love him
for me and let us make every effort to be entire-
ly his in this life so as to be with him for all
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eternity. What beautiful thoughts come to me
as I meditate now on our Redeemer, whose feast
of the Most Sacred Heart we are about to cele-
brate very soon. That most Sacred Heart teach-
es us two truths in particular, that is, humility,
as he says discite ‘learn [from me, for I am meek
and humble of heart],” etc. [Mt 11: 29] and holy
love, symbolized in those flames surrounding
the Sacred Divine Heart. lgnem veni mittere ‘1
have come to cast fire [on the earth],” etc. [Lk
12: 49]. So, let us then place ourselves before
him and ask him to sanctify our hearts and sup-
ply us with all that we need.

Be mindful of the devotion to the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus and say often the 7e
FErgo Quaesumus, and 1 also ask you, at your
convenience, to offer a novena to St. Xavier for
me.60

In another letter to the same Countess Caracciolo,
Gaspar praises her for the zeal that she was showing in
spreading the devotion to the Precious Blood in her city
and he also describes to her the rapid spread of the devo-
tion to the Blood of Christ in Bologna and in all of
Romagna by means of the Chaplet of the Precious Blood.
He asks her to have thousands of copies reprinted. Thus
he writes her on September 19, 1811:

I am thoroughly edified by your work, especial-
ly for the zeal and Christian charity that you
demonstrate by propagating anything that will
redound to the greater glory of God. In particu-
lar, I am referring to the now well-known
Chaplet which you, in your goodness, have
begun to distribute to the nuns and other pious
individuals. May you be blessed and may God
shower his favors on all of your efforts and bring
fulfillment to our hopes.
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Here in Bologna, some women, on their own,
and other people have become so interested in
this devotion that at present it has spread
throughout Romagna, throughout the Diocese of
Bologna, etc. In many churches of Campagna,
they are already using this devotion in public
services. The same thing is occurring, at the
present time, in only one of the churches in this
city [the Basilica of San Domenico in Bologna],
but becoming more and more widespread in
other places. I mention all of this for your con-
solation.

One devoted person [Countess Caterina
Bentivoglio Orsi] had thousands and thousands
of the booklets published which were then dis-
tributed into the hands of the seculars as well
as private individuals, and little by little intro-
duced into the churches. Thus, if devout people
in Piacenza can be found who could join togeth-
er to handle the publishing of some thousands
of these booklets and passing them around pri-
vately, you will see that our good Jesus will take
care of the rest.6!

This news of the spread of the devotion to the
Precious Blood in Bologna and in the whole diocese, in
Romagna, and in the countryside is not an exaggeration,
since Albertini and St. Gaspar had a strong friendship
with the priests of the Opera del B. Bartolomeo Dal
Monte,52 who dedicated themselves to preaching popular
missions and who were committed to spreading devotion
to the Precious Bloodé? by means of the recitation of the
Chaplet of the Precious Blood. It is significant that
Gaspar will propose writing to these very missionaries
for a copy of their Rule in order to have “enlightenment”
(/umi) when he is about to go to Giano in July 1815 to
found the Congregation of the Missionaries of the
Precious Blood.64
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The year 1811 was a year of great spiritual ferment
for the Blood of Christ. The rest of Gaspar’s time in
prison, which ended in February of 1814, was an appren-
ticeship of intense pastoral and spiritual formation for
the Apostle of the Blood of Christ, even when he was
forced to be separated from his beloved Albertini on
December 28, 1811, when the latter was deported to
Corsica and Gaspar was transferred to the prisons of
Imola (January 14, 1813) and Lugo (May 15-December
7, 1813). From Lugo he was sent to Florence (December
20, 1813) to await his transfer to Livorno, whence he
was supposed to embark for Corsica. Fortunately this
transfer did not take place because of the decree of free-
dom granted by Gioacchino Murat on January 26, 1814,
to priests who had not sworn the oath. In this period St.
Gaspar, although he was alone, committed himself to
imitate Albertini in propagating devotion to the Precious
Blood.

Having formed a friendship with the family of the
noble Ginnasi family in Imola,65 (specifically with the
Countess Lucrezia Ginnasi) and with the priest Don
Francesco Pollini,% spiritual director of those impris-
oned, St. Gaspar took it upon himself to obtain for them
the booklets of the Chaplet of the Precious Blood from
Countess Caterina Bentivoglio. Thus he writes on
February 11, 1813, to Monsignor Annibale Ginnasi:

I have thought also of writing a couple of lines
to the Countess [Bentivoglio] to ask her help in
a small matter that will have to be settled at
Bologna (according to a letter from Rome which
commissions me to it); on that occasion I will
mention to her also the Booklets, etc.67

In the letter of February 22, 1813, to Lucrezia
Ginnasi, sister-in-law of Mons. Annibale Ginnasi,
Gaspar assures them that the booklets requested had
arrived from Bologna and that he was disposed to ask for
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more, so that he could introduce the public recitation of
the chaplet in Faenza and in other places.

If the Chaplet of the Blood of Christ could be
publicly introduced also in Faenza or in some
other place, I will see to it that other booklets
are sent from Bologna and, as far as I am con-
cerned, both now and always, I will never lose
interest in the salvation of souls.68

In fact, some letters of St. Gaspar from this period
give us evidence of his interest in the devotion to the
Precious Blood, as he obtains the booklets of the chaplet
for his friends.6? Of particular significance is the letter to
Countess Lucrezia Ginnasi of May 10, 1813, telling her
of the arrival of a large quantity of booklets of the chap-
let. He writes her:

At the end of this month, we will have the book-
lets for the Chaplet, and today I wrote to
Countess Bentivoglio who will send 500 of
them: 300 for Fr. Pollini, who asked me to get
them; 100 for you and 100 for me. I hope that
the Lord will bless our pious intentions and, in
the meantime, let us not cease offering the price
of our redemption for the Holy Church and for
the eternal salvation of our souls.?

When St. Gaspar stopped in Florence at the end of
December 1813 and in January 1814, awaiting transfer
to Corsica to join Albertini, who had suffered for two
years in the horrible “tombs” of Bastia, he undertook the
spreading of the devotion to the Precious Blood in the
monastery of the Montalvo Sisters.”!

Why did St. Gaspar, lacking the support and guid-
ance of Albertini, engage in spreading the devotion to
the Precious Blood? Above all, it was because in these
years of special participation in the cross of Christ out of
love for the Church, with the guidance and splendid
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Prison of Imola

witness of Albertini, he devoted himself to his own inte-
rior maturity in the spirituality of the Blood of Christ.

He did this in the first place by means of prayer.
Don Pietro Del Frate, who was in prison with St. Gaspar
for about eight months, tells us that he “had all of the
hours assigned, some for prayer, some for the reading of
Scripture and for the recitation of the Chaplet of the
Precious Blood . . . 72 On February 22, 1813, Gaspar
wrote to Countess Lucrezia Ginnasi, suggesting to her a
prayer of St. Francis Xavier, which had certainly also
become his prayer.

The prayer that St. Francis Xavier was accustomed
to recite in honor of the five wounds of Jesus Christ is
the following:

Domine Jesu Christe, per quinque tua vulnera,
quae tibi nostri amor in Cruce inflixit, tuis
famulis subveni, quos pretioso Sanguine
redemisti.

‘Lord Jesus Christ, I beg you, through the five
wounds you suffered on the Cross out of love for
us, help your servants whom you have
redeemed at the price of your Precious Blood.”3
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Prison of Lugo
This loving contact with the Divine Blood in inti-
mate prayer was strengthened and illuminated by his
daily study of this great mystery. As noted above, Del
Frate mentions that Gaspar applied himself to
“Scripture readings.” St. Vincent Pallotti, who was later
a friend and confidant of St. Gaspar, assures us that this
study was precisely of the Precious Blood. During the
canonical process for beatification he testified:

The Servant of God, himself, realized this
divine vocation to which he was being called in
the Church because of the vibrant faith which
animated him. He occupied himself seriously in
gaining knowledge through a study of the
sacred words found in the holy books which pro-
nounce the ineffable values of the Precious
Blood of Jesus Christ, so that he might, with
evermore growing love, be prepared to preach
them more clearly and effectively to the peo-
ple.74

In addition to prayer and the study of the mystery of
the Blood of Jesus, his joyful sharing in the cross of
Christ out of love for the Church and of souls made the
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youthful soul of Gaspar grow progressively in the mys-
tery of the Precious Blood. We have clear testimony to
this maturation in the letters that he wrote to his
friends while he was in prison. For example:

Let us read more reflectively the great book of
the Crucifix [7ranslator’s note: the Italian
Crocifisso can also mean ‘the Crucified One.’]
which is opened for all and, therein, let us learn
lessons leading to eternal life, while repeating
often each day as a short prayer, 7e ergo quae-
sumus tuis famulis subveni, etc. ‘We, therefore,
beseech you help your servants, etc.” Oh how
happy we would be if all people were to avail
themselves of the price of our redemption! What
a comfort this would be to the sweetest Heart of
Jesus.?

In his meditation on the mystery of the Blood of
Christ he could not omit reflecting on the salvation of
souls, for whom Jesus had poured out his Blood. Thus,
St. Gaspar writes in various letters to Countess Lucrezia
Ginnasi in 1813 in order to support her and “to animate
her for the work . . . so advantageous for the souls
redeemed with the Precious Blood of Jesus”:

Oh, you souls who are still faithful to me, at
least you should be interested in procuring
glory for me, defending my honor, satisfying my
desires. With resolve remove from the jaws of
the demon the person who has been redeemed
at the price of living blood; and, since you are
aware of the malice of sin and the hurt it caus-
es me, arm yourselves with holy zeal to prevent
it and to remove it insofar as it is possible. I am
saddened to see so many fall into ruin, for I
would want them to share in my mercy and I
am continuously at work, drawing them away
from evil. For a single soul alone I would have
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done all that I did for everyone; and from every-
thing that I suffered, you can see the value of a
single soul!76

On the other hand, have no doubt about this
... desus still loves you; and from the Cross, he
says again: Sitrio, 1 thirst for your soul and I
seek nothing more than a sorrowful contrition,
a sincere reform, an interior grieving based on
true repentance. Oh soul, do you not see that I
am on the cross with my arms opened out to
take you in and that you can truly satisfy my
burning desire for love? Do you not know that I
went so far as to sweat blood in the garden sole-
ly because of the pain of seeing so many souls
lost? I did not, in fact, say: Let this cup of suf-
fering pass from me in a general meaning, but I
did say: let this very bitter cup pass from me in
a particular meaning in my heart, for I would
that everyone be saved; I was alluding to the
loss of so many souls. So, be courageous, for you
have nothing to fear. Am I not that shepherd of
the Gospel who went persistently in search of
you; that father who arranged a great feast for
the return of his wayward son; the Redeemer
who even prayed for his crucifiers and promised
heaven to the thief who converted? . . .

Oh what a feast there will be in heaven as you
convert! Oh what joy I will feel in my heart!
What a blessing will come down upon you! Is it
possible that you would love sin, which is the
cause of the loss of peace of conscience and
makes you eligible to receive the greatest of
chastisements? What more could I have done
for you that I did not do, and all for your own
good? Come now. Wash yourself in my Blood, for
I indeed have prepared for you a splendid ban-
quet which is the most holy sacrament of the
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Eucharist and, thereafter, an eternity of joy in
heaven. Everything turns out to be sweet in this
world when you possess habitual grace and
everything turns out to be insufferable when
the soul is deprived of it.77

Oh soul, redeemed by the Most Precious Blood
of Jesus the Redeemer, at this point, lift up your
thoughts and realize that this ineffable benefit
and august mystery, together with the
Incarnation of the Son of God, was a flaming
outburst of love: exinanivit semetipsum formam
servi accipiens ‘he emptied himself, taking the
form of a servant’ [Phil 2: 7]. His submission to
so many pains and trials was a flaming outburst
of love, finally expiring in a sea of sorrows and
on the infamous scaffold of Calvary. It was a
flaming outburst of love to leave himself entire-
ly in the Eucharistic banquet. It was a flaming
outburst of love for him to find his delight in us
miserable creatures: deliciac meae cum filirs
hominum ‘my delights were to be with the chil-
dren of men’ [Prv 8: 31] and that burning wish
of his for our eternal salvation in the beloved
homeland of heaven.

Oh soul, plunge yourself deeply into these mov-
ing thoughts and you cannot help but repeat
with the Apostle: Caritas Christi urget nos ‘the
charity of Christ presses us’ [2 Cor 5: 14]! It is
not so much what Jesus suffered as it is the love
that he demonstrated in his suffering for us
that obliges us and even forces us to love him in
return. Let us listen to what St. Francis de
Sales says in this regard: ‘Knowing that Jesus,
true God, has loved us to the point of suffering
death for us, even death on a cross, is this not
the same as having our hearts put under a
winepress and feeling its crushing force,
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squeezing out love with a violence that is as
gentle and loving as it is forceful?” Then he
adds: ‘So then why do we not cast ourselves onto
Jesus Crucified, to die on the Cross with him
who was willing to die out of love for us? We
ought to say: I shall cling to him and I shall
never abandon him; I will die with him and I
shall burn in the flames of his love. One and the
same flame will consume this divine Creator
and his miserable creature. My Jesus gives all
to me and I give my all to him. I shall live and
lie on his breast; neither death nor life will ever
separate me from him. Oh eternal love, my soul
seeks you and chooses you for all eternity.
Come, Holy Spirit, inflame our hearts with your
love. To love or to die; to die to every other love
so as to live in the love of Jesus. Oh Savior of
our souls, allow us to chant forever: Hail to
Jesus; love Jesus; hail to Jesus whom I love; 1
love Jesus who lives forever and ever.

This love (says the Venerable John of Avila) is
the kind that makes good souls go beyond them-
selves and leaves them in a state of amazement
when they come to realize it. Then, a feeling of
interior burning arises, a desire for martyrdom,
happiness in suffering, an enjoyment of those
things that the world fears, and an embracing of
those things that the world abhors. St. Ambrose
says that the soul that is wedded to Jesus
Christ on the Cross considers nothing more glo-
rious than to bear in itself the marks of the
Crucified. Oh how, my beloved, can I repay you
for your love? He deserves to have a compensa-
tion of blood for blood. See, here I am tinted
with that blood and nailed to that Cross! Oh
holy Cross, receive me unto thyself. Oh crown,
loosen thyself so that I can place my head there-
in. Oh nails, release those innocent hands of my
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Lord and pierce my heart with compassion and
love. ... Oh my most loving Lord, intoxicate our
hearts with this wine, burn them with this
flame, wound them with the arrows of your
love.™

[Souls] immerse themselves in the most tender
meditation of everything that Jesus has done
and suffered, reflecting on the fact that he, inas-
much as he was God, determined from all eter-
nity his love for mankind. They fix their glance
on the blessed eternity that awaits them and,
submerged, shall we say, in that sea of consol-
ing thoughts, they become marvelously ecstatic
and allow themselves to be consumed by the
divine fire of love.

St. Francis of Paola, viewing the Crucifix, would
cry out: Oh love! Oh love! St. Francis de Sales
used to say: ‘With what love should we not be
inflamed when we look upon the flames that
burned in the breast of our Redeemer! And oh
what a fortunate thing it would be for us to be
able to burn with that same fire that burns in
our God! What joy it would be to be united to
God by the chains of love! Oh how many loving
arrows 1ssue from those wounds that strike
even the hardest of hearts! Oh what flames
come out from the burning heart of Jesus
Christ, flames that warm the coldest of souls!
Oh how many darts fly out from that pierced
side which strike the most obstinate of sinners!
Oh what an abyss of mystery lies in that very
intense love which, like a flaming furnace, con-
sumes the very life of the Savior! What a great
act of kindness it was for us to be redeemed
from servitude to the devil, to return to the pos-
session of grace, to a claim to glory, to be chil-
dren of God! However, Jesus could have
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achieved that without undergoing so much suf-
fering. I mean, without the total outpouring of
his Blood. Jesus wanted to be the model for con-
fessors and martyrs, for apostles and virgins,
for hermits and contemplatives. Jesus wanted
to be the universal master. Jesus wanted to
nourish us with his very self; he wanted to die
for us! Oh love! Oh love! Oh love! My dear
Redeemer, grant that I may live only to love
you. Amen.’7?

These and many other expressions one encounters
in his prison letters reveal a soul already grasped by
Jesus, contemplated in the mystery of his Blood.

In February of 1814, Gaspar returned to Rome after
four years of prison spent far from his homeland. He
departed Florence with a heart full of sorrow because of
the apostolic works he was leaving behind and because
he was going home but would no longer find his beloved
mother there. She had died while he was in exile.

He returns, however, bearing in his heart an
immense treasure, acquired through the humble witness
of his new spiritual director, Don Francesco Albertini,
and through his generous participation in the mystery of
the cross, faithfully following Christ, who was now show-
ing him his face in the characteristic sign of his Precious
Blood, shed with immense love and sorrow for the salva-
tion of all.

Third Stage:
1814—Apostolic Missionary!

One would be tempted to think that the already her-
alded “Trumpet of the Divine Blood,” now so spiritually
charged, free of the shackles of imprisonment and
reunited with the father of his soul, Don Francesco
Albertini, would begin to sound, gathering the faithful
under the standard of the Blood of Christ.

This did not happen, however, because even though
the fulfillment of the prophecy of Sr. Maria Agnese was
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at hand, clouds of doubt were gathering in Gaspar’s
heart. So great were these that his old desire to leave the
world and abandon himself “in a haven of faith and to
hide myself in the Society of Jesus.”80 He felt himself
“pbound by a thousand ties” that were preventing him
from making “an effective decision.” He submitted him-
self to the will of God: “Enough; just let us pray and if it
pleases the Lord, all will work out and we will adore the
divine dispositions, since doing his will is what will
make us saints.”® Thus he writes to the Countess
Lucrezia Ginnasi on July 2, 1814.

Albertini was a great help in this matter of voca-
tional discernment. Valentini, whom Gaspar chose as
his spiritual director in 1820, writes of the resolution of
the matter:

When the Servant of God returned from exile,
he continued to consult with his spiritual direc-
tor Monsignor Albertini who, likewise, had just
returned from his period of exile. With clarity of
conscience, he opened himself up wholehearted-
ly to him making known his own inclination to
join the Company of Jesus.

That great spiritual master did not oppose
his expressed desire but, reminding him of the
things that had been spoken by that great
Servant of God, Sister Maria Agnese of the
Incarnate Word, he advised him not to pay too
much attention to those words since such
extraordinary things should not be the basis of
governing one’s life, neither of belief nor of
action. Rather, basing one’s life on the rules of
faith and in adhering to the basic principles of
action, one must move forward always in accor-
dance with good counsel and prayer. In that
way, one will discover the pure will of God and
not make a mistake in regard to one’s vocation
upon which depends every fragment of the
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mosaic of our lives, our predestination, our sal-
vation (da curi dipende tutta la tessera di nostra
vita e di predestinazione e salute). Completely
satisfied with those fundamental principles,
although still others were advanced for his well-
being, the Servant of God did not cease tending
toward joining the Company of Jesus. He even
sought to be admitted there along with Fr.
Carlo Odescalchi. However, the Lord, who had
other things planned for him, as did Albertini
also, though I am not able to say whether it was
through the concern of Monsignor Cristaldi or
through some other supernatural intervention
that made the situation known, he was assured
that even though he and Odescalchi had sub-
mitted their names to the aforementioned
Company, they would not enter. And, as a mat-
ter of fact, around the following day, they
received news by means of a short note that
they had been summoned by the Supreme
Pontiff Pius VII to an audience in order to
assign them to mission work. The Servant of
God bowed his head to this wish of the supreme
authority and knew decisively from that
moment on that it was the most holy will of God
that he should accept the apostolic career of
conducting missions.82

Writing to the same Countess Ginnasi at the end of
November 1814, Gaspar confides in her regarding his
vocation:

In regard to the question of my joining the
Jesuits, I have sought the advice of the most
expert spiritual directors and the advice com-
monly given was that I should continue to do
good work as a secular priest. But even so, let us
continue to pray so that I will know how to rec-
ognize the will of God.83
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The papal commission to be an apostolic missionary
engaged Gaspar to carry out this task in the most effi-
cient way possible together with his companions of the
Holy League, founded by Don Gaetano Bonanni on the
feast of Corpus Christi in 1813. The League consisted of
secular priests, called the Gospel Workers, who dedicat-
ed themselves to the popular missions while remaining
in their own residences. While still in prison, Gaspar
was also invited to participate in their work and he
joined the group with enthusiasm, by means of a letter
written from Florence on January 14, 1814, to the secre-
tary of the Gospel Workers, Don Antonio Santelli.84

The priests of the Holy League were preaching mis-
sions, but as it was conceived the League could not
assure the stability of this ministry. Thus, Gaspar devot-
ed himself not only to finding a stable location for the
work with his companions and, above all, with Bonanni,
but also to establishing a true and proper institute of
secular priests living a common life and dedicated solely
and permanently to the ministry of popular missions. In
a letter of September 22, 1814, he writes to Bonnani
“with holy liberty”:

So, let us follow once again the paths of that
Providence which has already given and contin-
ues to give to our Works very manifest signs of
approval . . . An Evangelical Worker for whom
the way is opened to perpetuate such a praise-
worthy institution, even after his death, must
not abandon the undertaking to which he has
committed himself, postponing it for some other
goods whose stability is equally uncertain. . . .
All T want is the will of the Lord.8

Moreover, he did take the initiative. This is how
Merlini describes the events:

He had the opportunity of going to Giano, in the
diocese of Spoleto, with the illustrious
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Monsignor Belisario Cristaldi who had the prac-
tice of taking with him each year an enthusias-
tic priest for preaching a short Mission in prepa-
ration for the feast of the most holy Madonna
delle Grazie, celebrated in Giano on All Saints
Day. In past years, Fr. Gaetano Bonanni had
also taken part. There, together with Lawyer
Paolucci, one of the principal landowners in
Giano, they seriously discussed the new organi-
zation and it was mentioned that for such a pur-
pose, most serviceable would be the church and
monastery of San Felice, bishop and martyr,
which had recently been surrendered and for-
mally renounced by the Passionist Fathers.s6

When he returned to Rome, he spoke of this with
Bonanni and his companions. Cristaldi pressed him to
present the request for the convent and church of San
Felice di Giano in the most reasonable way possible and
on November 30, 1814, the rescript of Pius VII granting
the request was ready.87

In addition to concerning himself with bringing the
foundation of the work to completion, along with
Albertini and Cristaldi he saw to it that the foundation
would have the name of the Divine Blood, as we will see
in chapter four.

In December 1814, the Apostle of the Divine Blood
made an auspicious beginning for this ministry of his
with a mission at San Nicola in Carcere, the birthplace
of the devotion destined to be spread throughout the
world.88

The prediction of Sr. Maria Agnese of the Incarnate
Word was gradually being realized. Gaspar was also
becoming more aware of the truth of the prophecy, with
the result that he no longer had doubts about the plan.
Thus, in 1825 he would write to Leo XII that his
Institute was

. . conceived during the time of exile, wonder-
fully developed immediately after the exile with
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great advantage to souls, and, at the same time,
to the anger of the devil who has never ceased
nor does he now cease from waging a special
war against this very expression: ‘Precious
Blood of Jesus Christ.’?

Moreover, the testimonies given in the processes
prior to Gaspar’s beatification pass on to us this firm
conviction.%

After St. Gaspar founded the Congregation at San
Felice in Giano on August 15, 1815, he continued to work
with Albertini to expand the Confraternity and to enrich
it with spiritual favors. A brief obtained from Pius VII on
September 22, 1815, gave the Confraternity various
indulgences. With another brief of September 26 it was
elevated to the title of Archconfraternity.9!

Shortly afterward Gaspar sought to have a plenary
indulgence attached to the recitation of the chaplet for
an entire month and for other indulgences for prayers to
the Precious Blood, which was granted on October 18,
1815 by Pius VII.92

Now Gaspar’s soul has championed the cause of the
Blood of Jesus and he will live single-mindedly for it.

The Fourth Stage:
1817—First Promoter and Missionary
of the Archconfraternity of the Precious Blood

From this point on it seems impossible to be able to
record, with specific dates, other movements of Gaspar’s
spirit toward the devotion to the Precious Blood. One
must understand that he would continue to grow in this
devotion until his death. How might one follow the inti-
mate and intense activity that the Holy Spirit was
unfolding within him? It is impossible for us, who under-
stand his soul only through facts and testimony of those
who knew him. Nevertheless we will attempt to do this
in the following paragraphs.

We must take a final step, which permits us to con-
template the figure of Gaspar rising like a lone giant
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within the spirituality of the Blood of Christ, accom-
plishing the third part of the prediction of Sr. Maria
Agnese: “He will be the Trumpet of the Divine Blood,”
not just a trumpet, for he will be the Apostle of the
Precious Blood, and not just an apostle.

We now come to 1817, the fifth stage we have deter-
mined in the mystical spiritual journey of our Apostle of
the Blood of Christ. Gaspar continued to spread the
devotion through the ten missions he preached this year
and in June he preached the “Great Month” of the
Precious Blood in San Nicola in Carcere,? a practice he
had initiated in 1815, in the same church, in imitation of
the Marian month.94

I single out this year mainly because it was then
that those responsible for the Archconfraternity of the
Precious Blood recognized Gaspar as having a special
excellence in his devotion to the Precious Blood. Here is
how the events unfolded.

One must remember that Albertini founded the
Pious Union of the Precious Blood as an association of
the laity. Then, in his desire to assure the spread of the
devotion to the Precious Blood, especially by means of
the preaching of popular missions, he enlarged the proj-
ect, instituting as an integral part of the lay association
the group of Missionaries of the Archconfraternity of the
Precious Blood. Secular priests, as well as religious and
bishops, were able to join. The first to join this group in
1817, following the suggestion of Albertini, was St.
Gaspar,? and after him his missionary companions
joined.% These “were confirmed in the Constitutions of
the Archconfraternity and declared as the principal
brothers and propagators of the devotion of the Precious
Blood.”97

Now that Gaspar had become a member, it was
hardly a surprise that, at a meeting of the officers of the
Archconfraternity held on December 27, 1817, he would
be elected general director of the missions of the
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Archconfraternity as well as “First Promoter and
Missionary of the Precious Blood.”

The following day the secretary of the
Archconfraternity, Sig. Pietro Zucchetti, communicated
the news with these words:

Since your most reverend lordship has been
elected by a significant number of votes as the
First Promoter and Missionary for stirring up
(eccitare) devotion to the Most Precious Blood of
Jesus Christ, the primary title of our
Archconfraternity erected at the altar of the
most holy Crucifix in the basilica of San Nicola
in Carcere, the undersigned secretary, in carry-
ing out the directions of our Congregation, here-
by informs you of the decision made last night
and has the honor of kissing your hands.9

The choice could not have fallen to a person more
worthy or more prepared. In this event, we see the point
of convergence of the divine plan with human collabora-
tion. Gaspar, from this moment, is the Apostle of the
Precious Blood, not just out of a personal impetus, but
also by means of an obligation received and accepted. In
order to carry out this commitment with greater merit,
he makes a vow to spread the devotion to the Divine
Blood to the point of sacrifice.?9

This vow marks the highest summit Gaspar reached
in his formative journey to becoming the Apostle of the
Blood of Christ—and acknowledgment of this role on the
part of others. His future life would be an uninterrupted
implementation of this vow until his death on December
28, 1837.
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Devoted to a New Mission

“Trust in the Divine Blood! All of us together must
dedicate our hearts, our zeal to this devotion.”t This
encouragement addressed to Missionary Don Carlo
Gazola could be the call to action of Gaspar’s apostolate
of spreading the devotion to the Precious Blood.2

Zeal and Joy in Spreading the Devotion

How deeply interested I am in this devotion. I
must confess what lies within me with all my
limitations, namely, that I shall put myself out
completely for this very great work! This is the
price of our Redemption, this is the reason for
my confidence in being saved; to this devotion, I
wish to consecrate my life; for this am I a priest,
to apply the Divine Blood.3

The . . . devotion to the Most Precious Blood
(which ‘called forth delight from his heart) con-
tinuously nourished Gaspar’s love for God and
served as a very powerful stimulus for him to
love in return the one who had done so much
and suffered so much for us, and thus he often
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repeated these words: “The love of Christ com-
pels us’ [2 Cor 5: 14].5

The devotion also nurtured and stimulated his apos-
tolic zeal, because it spoke to him of the Redeemer’s
thirst for souls and because divine blessings were
attached to it.

In Gaspar’s day, a period of a profound moral pover-
ty, the devotion was “the weapon”¢ for combating the
demon; it was the “truce”” granted by divine mercy
before calling into action punitive justice.

Aware of this mission entrusted by God to the devo-
tion to the Precious Blood, Gaspar gave himself body and
soul to spreading it among the faithful. Among the vari-
ous “objects of the glory of the Lord,” this was for him
“primary.”8

He sought to communicate the ardor of his heart
with others: “let us promote the devotion to the Divine
Blood;”® “be tireless in promoting and spreading our
devotion to the Divine Blood;”19 “do not cease propagat-
ing the great devotion to the Divine Blood.”!! Phrases
like this are continual refrains in practically all of his
letters.

A variety of circumstances offered him the chance to
instill his beloved devotion and he was quick to use an
opportunity. He writes to Camillo Possenti of Fabriano,
who was very helpful to him in his ministry and in other
ways: “Oh how devoted to the Divine Blood was S.
Camaillus.”12 “You, who bear the name of a saint who was
so devoted to the Divine Blood—St. Camillus—must be
the definite promoter of this work, overcoming any and
all obstacles that Lucifer might offer . . .”13

To a religious inquiring about the choice of a name,
Gaspar suggested “Maria Saveria del Preziosissimo
Sangue,”’4 a name that offered a striking synthesis of
the fundamental lines of his spirituality: the Precious
Blood, the Blessed Virgin, and St. Francis Xavier.

When he hears of progress in the devotion among
the faithful, he is very pleased. Thus he writes to
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Cardinal Belisario Cristaldi

Vincenzo Adriani of Perugia: “I note from your most
appreciated letter the propagation there of the greatly
important devotion of the Divine Blood. May praise be
given to the Lord, and may you, in particular, be grant-
ed endless blessings. I assure you, I could not have
received more consoling news.”15 To strengthen him in
fulfilling his ministry, he tells him that “the Holy Father
has shown a special sign of approval for the propagation
of this very great devotion.”16

Missionary Don Giovanni Battista Pedini, an eye-
witness, assures us in the canonical processes that
Gaspar was also interested in the spread of the devotion
outside of Italy. When he became aware that others on
their own initiative were spreading the devotion, he
could not keep his joy to himself. “His Eminence
Giustiniani has propagated our most important devotion
in Spain,”’17 he writes to Cristaldi on July 31, 1827, with
the happiness of a child who has received the gift he
longed for.
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Amid the often unbearable sufferings and calumnies
he endured in the course of his ministry, the awareness
that he was following the will of God and the news about
the progress of his beloved devotion were his strength
and consolation.

Preaching on the Devotion

“I would like to have a thousand tongues to soften
every heart to the Precious Blood of Jesus.”18

The breadth of this desire is evidenced by the con-
tinuous use that Gaspar makes of the ministry of the
word for spreading the devotion to the Precious Blood.
Canon Adriano Maria Tarulli noted that “he was so on
fire and he spoke of it constantly, from the stage, [the
platform used in preaching missions] in private and in
public.”19

His letters often begin and end with references to
the Precious Blood: “Christus dilexit nos et lavit nos in
Sanguine suo! ‘Christ loved us and washed us in his
Blood!” [Rv 1: 5]; “Viva il Sangue di Gesu Cristo! ‘Long
live the Blood of Jesus Christ!” “Long live the Blood of
Jesus Christ”: these are the first words that he writes to
the recipient of a letter. The closing is a wish in the
Precious Blood: “I wish you all every blessing, through
the merits of the Blood of Jesus Christ”;20 “while await-
ing a prompt reply from you, believe me to be, in Jesus
Christ qui suo nos redemit Sanguine . . .” ‘who has
redeemed us in his Blood’;21 “sum tuus ex corde in Corde
Jesu Christi Crucifixi qui suo nos redemit Sanguine ‘1
am yours from the heart in the Heart of Jesus Christ
crucified who redeemed us in his Blood.”22

“There was never a mission during which he would
not preach on the passion, and sometimes he would
insert a sermon on the Blood shed by our Lord Jesus
Christ. Sometimes, on the other hand, he preached on
the Blood shed on another day.”?3 In the Method for the
Missions Gaspar had prescribed: “One must give . . .
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never omit . . . the preaching on the passion and the
Most Precious Blood.”24

Preaching on the Precious Blood was accomplished
quite movingly and solemnly on the arrival of the coffin
of the dead Christ, taken down from the cross. The cof-
fin, covered with red damask and adorned with flowers,
was carried by the priests vested in red tunics.

With this touching exercise, animated further
by the visit of the Sorrowful Mother . . . the peo-
ple are moved to kiss in spirit the sacred
Wounds, those sources and wellsprings of eter-
nal life, to remember tenderly the sorrows of
Mary, and to find peace and healing in such
noble and delightful (grati) objects.25

While he was singing the glories of the price of our
redemption, “there flowed from him such energy and a
force that one could call supernatural and superior to
physical forces.”26 With fervent words of love, which
reminded each person of the infinite love of Jesus,

he would so penetrate the heart of the one who
was listening, that one would see souls who had
been cold and frozen in the love of God, change
completely, until they became the most out-
standing sacrifices,27

or else they would break into continuous weeping, as
happened in Albano in 1830, during the devotion of the
seven bloodsheddings.28

In addition, there was a special exterior posture in
such preaching:

he never sat down and only preached standing
up . . .; he would preach the seven bloodshed-
dings on his knees before the Blessed
Sacrament with such fervor and zeal that he
was like a seraph of love . . .29
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Gaspar spoke of the Precious Blood not only in such
specific preaching, but in nearly every discourse or med-
itation he would offer some appropriate thought on his
favorite topic.

Don Ferdinando Angelici, abbot of Matelica, had
this to say about Gaspar’s preaching:

When he gave the spiritual exercises, in all the
conferences (never fewer than eighteen) he
would offer a sublime and tender thought about
his favorite topic, but he always gave an appro-
priate conference . . . He said such sublime and
beautiful things, that he resembled one of those
elders who stand in heaven around the throne
of the Lamb singing Kedemisti.30

Canon Antonio Santelli, contemporary and friend of
St. Gaspar, confirms that this was his habitual practice:
“In nearly every conversation with me he spoke about
this devotion as the devotion of the time and that this
devotion will save us from the punishment for our sins
that God was about to visit upon us.”3!

The preaching that was most dear to his heart was
the Gran Mese ‘Great Month,” at that time celebrated in
the month of June, in preparation for the feast of the
Most Precious Blood. The great poet of the Blood, during
an entire month, in mobilizing all of his interior
resources, would enrich himself and others with the new
strength of love for the Divine Blood. For this reason he
would speak of the “extreme consolation of the month of
preparation for the great feast” and would spread the
practice everywhere. Among many letters, one excerpt of
a letter to Signora Emidia Santucci of Matelica reveals
those sentiments of his to us:

I do give thanks to God for the zeal that I note
in your efforts, especially in promoting the glo-
ries of the Divine Blood. You can be certain that
this will be for you the source of every blessing!
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Furthermore, I am exceedingly consoled by your
making preparations for our great feast, and I
hope that this year you will attempt to propa-
gate it everywhere, along with the yearly recita-
tion of the Chaplet. Expressing our love for
Jesus is never sufficiently said. So, if you should
have need of some booklets in order that our
month will be observed in other parishes, I shall
be as helpful as I possibly can. Despite the
many, many devotions used to show glory to the
Lord, I can say that this one is, for me, primary.
From this you can see that I would not only
wish to be there, but I would even rush to
preach our month there.32

How very happy he was to speak always of the Blood
of Jesus “and always with new and loving topics,”’33
extremely well prepared for this through study and med-
itation. He wished that others, especially his
Missionaries, would have the same zeal and the same
preparation.

“Hold nothing back with regard to the devotion to
the Precious Blood”34 he wrote to Don Angelo Primavera,
inviting him to preach the month of June.

If someone would try to fend off his requests with
the excuse that the Blood of Jesus was sterile material
for an entire month, Gaspar, flushed in the face (acceso
nel volto), would correct him immediately. Don
Domenico Silvestri was witness to one such occasion
that happened with one of the Missionaries. “So the
month of the Divine Blood is sterile material!” Gaspar
replied and then

he spoke for more than a half hour, running
through many texts of scripture, of the Fathers,
of examples, of illustrations . . . presenting
material ample enough to make not just one but
a hundred or a thousand months on the topic of
the glories of the Most Precious Blood.
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Coming back to the present, he added:

Let them say no more . . . that speaking of the
Blood of Christ is sterile material; from all of
the sacred books, in every page one finds mate-
rial abundant enough to preach the glories of
the Divine Blood forever.35

Nevertheless, recognizing humbly that the Lord
supplied him “with such beautiful ideas” on the Most
Precious Blood, he sought to form his Missionaries for
this special preaching and often helped them, sending
them outlines for preaching, as he did for Don Michele
Palombi and Don Luigi Mosconi. Urging on Don Mattia
Cardillo to prepare the sermons for the month of the
Most Precious Blood, he promised him “some outlines.”36
He did the same for many others.

He gave this advice to Don Pasquale Virgili, a
Missionary living in Vallecorsa, when he asked him to go
to preach the month of the Most Precious Blood in
Frosinone: “By following the book for the Month and by
preparing yourself with a thought developed with a nar-
ration of an example, the task will be manageable.”37

Where the spoken word could not come to inflame
the hearts toward the Blood of Christ, the written word
was necessary.

Even though Gaspar did not publish anything or
write very much on the Divine Blood, nevertheless he
did his best and advised others to publish works on this
material.

Such is the case of St. Vinenzo Maria Strambi,38 who
published // mese santificato con divote considerazioni
ed affotti sopra il Sangue Preziosissimo di Gesu Cristo,
per infiammare 1 cuori dei fedeli all’amore del nostro
Divin Redentore “The month made holy with devout con-
siderations and affections of the Most Precious Blood of
Jesus Christ, to inflame the hearts of the faithful to the
love of our Divine Redeemer.” This was the title of the
first edition printed in Fabriano in 1820.39 Gaspar used
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this little treasure of a book a great deal in his preach-
ing, often taking thoughts and examples from it. He pro-
moted it widely and was very happy to see it reprinted
several times and in 1829 he prepared an edition at the
expense of the Institute.

Gaspar took note of the great gifts of Countess
Caterina Bentivoglio Orsi as an author of spiritual trea-
tises and, in a letter of January 24, 1823, while
Bentivoglio was in Frosinone, he asked her to write a lit-
tle work of monthly meditations on the Most Precious
Blood of Jesus:

Even if we will soon see one another there,
where I hope to do much good, even so it is
worthwhile to start before then in order to
encourage you to begin writing a little work of
monthly devotional mediations on the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. The title will be
‘The Soul, Adorer of the Mystery of the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus Christ.” Always write
after Communion, especially on Fridays . . .
This little work will also help those who make
the Hour of the Most Precious Blood.40

Canon Niccola Palma di Teramo, urged on by our
saint, wrote a pamphlet entitled: /. anima invitata alla
contemplazione dei misteri del Sangue di N.S. G. C. in
31 meditazioni “The Soul Invited to Contemplation of
the Mysteries of the Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ in
31 Meditations’ (Aquila 1830), dedicating it to Gaspar,
who wished that it would be dedicated to the King of
Naples.41

To Don Ferdinando Angelici, who had vowed “to
write a little work pertaining to the devotion . . .,”
Gaspar suggested to call it either Selva Predicabile sulla
divozione del Divin Sangue ‘A Collection of Preaching
Material on the Devotion of the Divine Blood’ in imita-
tion of St. Alphonsus Liguori,2 or else La divozione del

aTranslator’s note: The title of the work of St. Alphonsus is:
Selva di materie predicabili ed istruttive per dare gli esercizi a’
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Divin Sangue riformatrice dell’'uomo ‘The Devotion of
the Divine Blood, Reformer of Humankind.” He adds:

Just what decision you should make in this
regard I am not able to say: either option is
laudable. Through prayer, God will enlighten
you to make your decision. I advise only that in
assuming the second title, it would be necessary
for you to hold to the idea of discourses or med-
itations; and, in both cases, you might include a
colloquium intended to stimulate one’s affec-
tions.42

Already he had counseled him:

. .. why do you not work it out with some print-
er, for example the one in Fabriano, to bring out
as a devotional book the one that you have pre-
pared to the glory of the Divine Blood, a devo-
tion that must always afford the greatest
delight to your heart?43

In addition to these worthwhile written works,
Gaspar wanted to make known the beauty of the devo-
tion to the Most Precious Blood by means of the works of
the Fathers of the Church, but he had to take into
account the scarce resources of his Institute. He laments
this fact to Leo XII:

. would that we were given the means of
reproducing, through the public press, the glo-
ries of this inestimable treasure of our souls,
along with the noble compositions of the
Fathers of the Church for the understanding of
the sacred text; and especially so, since, in our

preti ed anche per uso di lezione privata a proprio profitto ‘A
Collection of material for preaching and instruction for giving the
[spiritual] exercises for priests and also for private reading for indi-
vidual profit’ that was published in 1760.
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days, generally speaking, this is not sufficiently
known.

Gaspar always shows himself to be confident, adding
“ . . the Lord will reproduce [these compositions] in
human memory.”44

Meditation on the Divine Blood

The spoken or written word that illuminated the
mind with the values of the Divine Blood had as its aim
stimulating in the hearts of the faithful a loving
response to the love of Jesus. This happened primarily in
meditation, by means of which truths already known
become the substantial food of the soul, the vital force of
the apostolate.

Accustomed to regular meditation since his youth,
Gaspar did not stop this practice as an adult. He recom-
mended it to others, instructing them in practicing it.
Bartolomeo Panzini, the servant who accompanied
Gaspar on the missions for many years (1821-1837), tes-
tified that in his apostolic journeys Gaspar and his com-
panions would meditate every day for a good half hour
on the

passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and especially
on the prayer in the garden or on the scourging
or some other sorrowful mystery. He would
meditate on these mysteries with pleasure and
in calling to mind the Blood shed by our Lord
Jesus Christ he would be encouraged (si anima-
va) ever more in the hope of obtaining eternal
life and the means to achieve it by the merits of
this Blood.45

To his Missionaries

during Holy Week he used to say . . . almost in
ecstasy that in the office of that week there
were so many beautiful things related to the
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passion and to the Most Precious Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ that could be the basis of
many sermons.46

He would recommend the Storia della Passione di
Gesu Cristo by the Jesuit Fr. Giovanni Francesco
Durazzo and he himself had it reprinted, saying that “it
1s a precious work for the preachers of our devotion and
for everyone.”47

The maturation of the devotion to the Divine Blood
in his soul had led him to make this mystery evident in
his daily meditation. We have recalled above the witness
of his servant Bartolomeo Panzini. Another brother,
Filippo Fausti, offers us another witness to the medita-
tion of St. Gaspar in Rome, in his apartment in the
Teatro Marcello, at night between Thursday and Friday:

His devotion to the Most Precious Blood was
quite striking . . . and I recall that in Rome,
while I was sleeping next to the wall of his
room, on Fridays, at night, I would hear him
awaken about three or four hours before dawn,
and then I believed that he had begun to medi-
tate, because after getting out of bed, I did not
hear him moving about and, when daybreak
came, I knocked on his door and we went
together to the Church of San Nicola in
Carcere.4®

This continuing contact with the Blood of Jesus was
for St. Gaspar

... a continuing nourishment by the love of God
which strongly moved him to return the love of
the one who had done so much and suffered so
much for us. For this reason he would often
repeat these words: ‘Charitas Christi urget nos
‘the love of Christ presses us’ [2 Cor 5: 14].49

When he would consider the mystery of the
Most Precious Blood shed by our Lord, he
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seemed to be completely elevated mentally to
God and it was as if he was ecstatic in contem-
plation. This succeeded in edifying us greatly,
even though he tried to hide and to cover up his
activity.50

Even during the day the contact with the Divine
Blood was continuous, because “it was his practice to
repeat very often one of his ejaculations, in which the
Blood of Jesus Christ is offered to the Eternal Father,”5!
or the 7e ergo quaesumus, an invocation that he would
recommend that others say often as well.52

The most beautiful meditations on the Most
Precious Blood, other than before the tabernacle, would
be made at the foot of the crucifix. For Gaspar this was
a living book in which he could rediscover the sad
account of the sheddings of the Blood and all the senti-
ments that moved Jesus to offer his life. From the
Crucified One he would see flowing immense benefits for
all of humankind.

Oh what a great book for us is the Cross! It is a
summarization of the apologetics of our faith, a
practical knowledge for our moral life, and the
most tender lessons of love that the Lord has
shown.53

Let us encourage each other evermore
toward the pursuit of perfection and let us not
cease studying the great book of the Crucifix [or
‘Crucified One’]. From that book, we learn pro-
found humility, indomitable patience and gen-
tle, industrious charity so that we are able to
attract souls to his love.54

Kneeling before the crucifix, “the mystical stairway
to heaven, seat of truth, tree of life,”55 he would pass the
most precious moments of recollection and of comfort.

At those unfortunately frequent times when the
cross pressed more heavily on his shoulders, he liked “to
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occupy the time in penitential union with [his] Crucified
Lord.”56

He would make his preparation for Mass and for
preaching in his room, “kneeling before the Crucifix and
immobile.”s7 His faithful servant Bartolomeo Panzini,
who, as we know, was at his side for the greater part of
his missionary life, often found him in a similar posture,
“as if ecstatic,” in such a state that Gaspar would not
hear him come in, but had to be shaken.58

The explanation for such an attraction to the cross
1s that in it our saint found sustenance for the devotion
to the Most Precious Blood: “From this book, every soul
1s encouraged to promote evermore the most important
devotion to the Divine Blood . . .”50 It is for this reason
that he wanted the crucifix as the distinct, “inseparable
companion and witness of [his] actions”® and those of
his Missionaries. Thus the goal of his apostolate was to
“Iinspire in all the love of the Crucified Lord,”s! carrying
“everyone to the foot of the Cross and making all living
images of the Crucified One.”62

Promoting the Devotion

“God has wanted me out in the field to propagate the
great devotion to the Divine Blood.”63 Gaspar was quite
clear about his mission. To carry this out he must use
mind, heart, body, and goods: his mind for “pondering
the mysteries of love ” of the Blood of Jesus; “[his] heart
to love its application”; his body “to present its tri-
umphs”¢4 in ongoing ministries; his goods for the means
of spreading it.

Indeed, even his already slender purse was emptied
in service of the devotion. He himself confirms this many
times: “I must confess what lies within me with all my
limitations, namely, that I shall put myself out com-
pletely for this very great work!”65 In order to help the
faithful in their devotion, he had pamphlets of prayers to
the Most Precious Blood printed and distributed, con-
taining, for example, the chaplet and the Seven
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Offerings, entrusting these to the care of the most zeal-
ous.

With regard to the Seven Offerings which are
presently being printed, I am leaving them al//
with you so that you can distribute them, wher-
ever possible, for public and private recitation,
and especially anywhere that we have conduct-
ed our Missions. In that way, you are working
together with us in making permanent the holy
fruits of the divine word.66

We encounter similar quotations frequently in his let-
ters.

Particularly in those places where his inspiring
preaching would not be heard, this was the ordinary
means of spreading the devotion. It was a method that
he had found efficacious during the time of his deporta-
tion with Albertini.6” Thus he writes to Don Anacleto
Gigliucel in Ancona on October 21, 1819:

To propagate this devotion in proper fashion, it
1s necessary first to introduce the recitation of
the Chaplet, or at least the Offerings. Later, you
must find priests who wish to become aggrega-
tors . . .68

If he found a person ready to give him a little help,
he was not ashamed to press him or her a bit, because
“pamphlets should fall like snowflakes everywhere.”
Cardinal Giacomo Filippo Fransoni gives us his beauti-
ful testimony in relating his personal experience:

I remember that he had a great zeal for spread-
ing the devotion to the Most Precious Blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and he pressed me to join
in spreading the devotion. To this end he used
to distribute the pamphlets in which were print-
ed the Offerings of the Most Precious Blood of
the Divine Son to the Eternal Father for the
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sake of sinners. He encouraged me further to
purchase some copies, saying that he wished
that these pamphlets would fall like snowflakes
everywhere, because he judged this devotion to
be very useful . . .69

The second step in the orderly propagation of the
devotion consisted, as already noted above, in finding
“priest aggregators,” that is priests whose duty it was to
inscribe the faithful in the Archconfraternity of the Most
Precious Blood, because they could participate in the
spiritual favors which Gaspar was gradually obtaining.
Gaspar sent many reports (pagelle) so that they could
put together an accurate list to send to Rome. He did not
withhold praise from the most zealous: “Joyfully did I
note the concern you have shown in increasing the num-
ber of the adorers of the Divine Blood. Oh how many
blessings you will receive from the Lord!”70

The search for priests to spread the devotion, some-
thing simple and at the same time sublime, takes up
several pages of “fiorettl’ ‘stories or tales.” The search
grew out of unforeseen circumstances, which Gaspar
knew how to use effectively.

One day he found himself with Don Beniamino
Romani at the Congregation for the Propagation of the
Faith, waiting to be received by the secretary. Romani
recounts that as Gaspar’s turn for an audience came, he
saw

... a priest dressed in oriental style, with a long
beard. Instead of passing the priest, Gaspar
quickly and anxiously approached him asking if
perhaps he would be leaving for the foreign mis-
sions, and if he were acquainted with the devo-
tion to the Most Precious Blood and other things
which I would not be able to say and which I did
not understand, as he accompanied him to the
stairway.”!
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Another time he had gone to visit his uncle Don
Eugenio Pechi, at the monastery of Santa Croce in
Gerusalemme, together with the missionary Don
Antonio Lipparelli. When he found out that one of the
Cistercian monks had to leave for the foreign missions,
“he recommended to him the devotion to the Most
Precious Blood and provided him with Chaplets and the
faculties pertaining to this devotion.”72

A Multitude of Adorers

Gaspar obtained the most abundant harvest of devo-
tees of the Most Precious Blood by means of the mis-
sions, because it was precisely in that milieu that he had
a way of expanding the devotion to the Divine Blood.”
Among all the means of spreading the devotion, this was
the most effective.

We have already made note of the preaching on the
Most Precious Blood and of the “triumphal procession”;
we recall the morning Mass of the Chaplet, prayers,
hymns in honor of the Blood of Jesus, and invitations
(richiami) of various kinds: a true planting of the devo-
tion to the Most Precious Blood.

Every sower looks to a fruitful and stable harvest
and thus it was with Gaspar. On the missions “he would
aggregate to the Archconfraternity (of the Most Precious
Blood) the organizations (compagnie) that already exist-
ed, making a precise note of this