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(Frank) Good morning! As we prepared our response to our keynote speakers from the perspective of Covenant, we began by reflecting on what Covenant has come to mean to us. Neither of us are theologians, and we had no formal instruction or exposure to the concept in our early years. Covenant has become real to us through our 40 year journey together and two primary influences: the sacrament of Matrimony (our growth, our struggles, and our experiences), and our journey as Precious Blood Companions.
This is what Covenant means to us now:

· Covenant is personal and intimate, it is not a legal or contractual arrangement
· Covenant is all about RELATIONSHIPS: God and me, Arline & me and our family, the Precious Blood Community, the Church, the world, and all creation

· Covenants are written on our hearts 
· Covenants are a two–way relationship

· From the Companions, we learned a very important aspect of our Covenants (thanks to Father Joe Nassal, who wrote a section on covenant in our Companions Formation Workbook) – they are SPACIOUS
· ALL are welcome, ALL find a place at the table, we are open to the other, the outcasts

· There is room to breathe, to move, and to be truly HUMAN and HOLY
Sister Barbara made me look at the story of the Samaritan Woman in a new light.
Just like a Covenant, the relationship between Jesus and the woman, the relationship between the “chosen people” and “the other” was a two-way street. We need to remember this in all our relationships, especially with “the other”.
I was attracted to the image of birthing to give life, as Arline and I have experienced through our pains, struggles and joys of our Covenant relationship with each other and with God.
Fr. Bouchard asked us what I expect from a preacher. I expect to be challenged, to relate what happened 2000 years ago to the here and now, and to learn a bit about his life, his struggles, his journey.

I am seeking QUESTIONS, not answers, so I can add my experiences to the priest’s insights, to discern where God is leading me.
One unexpected insight that came to me during Father Charles’ talk was the need to renew our reverence to institutions. Until yesterday, my thoughts about the institutional church were neither reverent nor joyful, not without reason. But, I have a covenant relationship with the Body of Christ. I need to keep faith with that Covenant. I need to ask myself, is the world better off with or without the institutional church? I have to admit, that I do believe that in spite of her faults, the world is a better place with the institution, because you, my sisters and brothers, are a part of the Church. My Covenant with the body of Christ compels me to work for change, as best I can, with God’s guidance.
(Arline) Good morning!  I would like to respond to Barbara’s question, “What might be the kind of prophetic dialogue needed between women and men in the church today?  Well, actually this made me think of many other questions.  How do men and women dialogue?  How do any two groups dialogue – Islamic and Christian, homosexual and heterosexual, lay associates, priests and religious, members of our own families?  These groups are different – not good or bad, not strong and weak, not knowledgeable and lacking in knowledge- just different.  They all have different experiences to add to the dialogue. 
In order to have a meaningful dialogue there needs to be a mutual respect for each other – I see it in this room.  It is very apparent within our Precious Blood communities, but not always present in other places that we live.  You cannot dialogue with someone if you do not respect them or if you do not see God in that person.

 If mutual respect develops, trust occurs.  As Barbara suggested, trust develops when one takes the risk to reveal oneself to another. It is risky to reveal who we are to others, but that is how trust builds.  The dialogue needs to be a two way conversation – We need to speak the words to rouse them, but we also need to listen to the words being spoken.
But what happens when there is no desire to dialogue?  Do we then take the long way around Samaria?  If we are a covenanted people do we not have the responsibility to try to pursue dialogue even if it falls on deaf ears many times, even if we are labeled the trouble-maker?
How do we begin this dialogue?  By sharing our hopes and dreams for the future!  This is our common ground – our hopes and dreams.

It was very difficult to come up with only five minutes worth of response to these two keynote speakers.  Truly it did feel like we had gone through the pain of labor and birth.  Thank you.

