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Precious Blood Spirituality and Prophetic Witness

Sr. Karen Elliott, CPPS (Dayton, Ohio)
For all of us, the call to prophetic witness began with our baptism.  For some of us this profound, life-giving water and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit called us forth just hours after we were born or while we were still infants, for others, it occurred later in their lives.
At the time of this momentous sacred event most of those present, ourselves included, regardless of our age, did not have the sacramental imagination to realize the length and breadth and height and depth to which we were being called as prophet, priest, and leader.

In embracing the response to the call of prophetic witness in our lives we have most assuredly encountered the reluctance to respond to this call:

· I ‘m too this.     I’m not enough that.
· I don’t want my friends, my family, my ministry, my community,
or my country to be angry with me, or disappointed in me,

or disapproving of me

And yet, the Precious Blood, the life giving presence of Christ cries out to us to embrace our baptismal call and to speak the word to rouse them, to be the voice for the voiceless, in a prophetic encounter that challenges prevailing cultural and ecclesial norms.

Sometimes it seems as if this call to prophetic witness is too great a burden to bear and we cry out like Jeremiah:  “O Lord, you duped me, and I let myself be duped.”
We struggle and suffer as even in our prayer we find ourselves, like Abraham, arguing with God:  “But Lord what if there are 40 faithful…… I don’t mean to trouble you, Lord, but what if there are 30 faithful?”

Yet this struggle and suffering give birth to our deepened engagement in contemplation, in Eucharist, in collaboration, in community, in breaking bread with trusted friends, and to a renewed dedication to reconciliation, the arduous process of forgiveness, again and again and again…forgiveness of ourselves and forgiveness of others.

This struggles births in us the desire to stretch ourselves beyond our levels of comfort, to new encounters, to dissolve our hardened hearts into living hearts that genuinely encounter the presence of the Blood of Christ in all of creation.

In a posture of radical awe, born of the life giving blood and water of the redemption of Jesus and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, we have the courage to be prophetic witnesses and respond:


I can, 
I must, I will.  Will you?
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