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TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION

This book traces the spiritual journey of St. Gaspar
as he allowed the fire of Christ’s love, expressed so pro-
foundly in the mystery of the Precious Blood, to trans-
form him into a living fire of love, the preeminent apos-
tle of the Blood of Christ.

In his letters St. Gaspar sometimes uses the
metaphor of fire to describe the divine love and in sever-
al places he quotes the words of Jesus: /gnem veni mit-
tere in terram ‘I have come to cast fire on the earth’ (Lk
12: 49). The fire Jesus has come to cast on the earth is,
in Gaspar’s understanding, the fire of his love for us.

Gaspar came to see the spirituality of the Blood of
Christ as being a particularly suitable means for
describing this burning love of Jesus. The Precious Blood
was the great symbol that he used to draw people to a
greater awareness of that love. Gaspar himself was
aflame with that love throughout his ministry. In the
words of Don Beniamino, St. Gaspar

. appeared as a fire of love for the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus, completely intent on
kindling a great blaze of that love in the Church
for the benefit of souls and for the praise, honor,
glory, and power of Him who sits on the throne
and of the Lamb that was slain (Rv 5: 13). (Cf.
page 79 of this volume.)

This volume contains the first and larger of the two
parts of Fr. Conti’s original San Gaspare Del Bufalo,
Apostolo del Sangue di Cristo, published in 1970 and
reissued in 1978 and 2002. (The second part, dealing



with Gaspar’s preaching on the Precious Blood, will be
published as a future volume of this series.) As Don
Beniamino notes in his own introduction, in the first sec-
tion of the book we follow the development of the devo-
tion to the Precious Blood in Gaspar’s life as well as the
ways in which he sought to spread the devotion in his
apostolic life.

Throughout the book Don Beniamino provides us
with a rich selection of citations from the writings of
Gaspar as well as the first-person witness of those who
knew him well, like his protégé John Merlini, his spiri-
tual director Biagio Valentini, and his friends Saints
Vincenzo Strambi and Vincenzo Pallotti. (Unfortunately
we have little written witness to the spiritual friendship
between Gaspar and his mentor Don Francesco
Albertini, who introduced the devotion to the Precious
Blood to the young Canon del Bufalo.) All of these and
other references are amply documented in the endnotes
and provide us with primary sources for understanding
Gaspar’s spiritual development and apostolic zeal.

Fr. Conti, a member of the Italian Province, has had
a lifelong dedication to research on the life of St. Gaspar
and has been prolific in his publications. Among the
many works to his credit, is the editing of the latest edi-
tion of the letters of St. Gaspar as well as four volumes
of the early regulations of the Congregation and four vol-
umes of the miscellaneous spiritual writings of Gaspar.

It would be appropriate to make a few remarks on
the translation. First, where necessary I have inserted
English translations of Italian and Latin words and
phrases, using the model of the Modern Language
Association and enclosing the English translation with-
in single quotes following the foreign language. In trans-
lating the quotations from the Scriptures I have gener-
ally followed the Douay-Rheims version, since most quo-
tations are from the Latin Vulgate and the Douay is a
translation of the Vulgate. I have also supplied chapter



and verse references for the quotations; these are gener-
ally not found in the original texts.

For translations of the letters of Gaspar as well as
several other Italian sources I have relied on the invalu-
able work of the late Fr. Raymond Cera, C.PP.S., who
translated nearly all of the close to four thousand extant
letters into English. English translations of the letters
as well as of the depositions of Merlini, Valentini, and
Pallotti (also the work of Fr. Cera) are currently avail-
able only in digital form and and have only been pub-
lished in a looseleaf, photocopied edition.

Where English translations of source material exist
I have given those references in addition to the refer-
ences to the original Italian or Latin documents. Many
of the citations come from sources that have not been
translated. I have not provided English translations for
these citations, believing that anyone wishing to pursue
such a reference in an endnote would have some knowl-
edge of the language in question.

In matters of capitalization and punctuation of quot-
ed documents, I have adhered to the original text even if
this does not conform to current form and style in
English. For example, in many original texts we find
words capitalized that would not be capitalized in mod-
ern English. Speaking of capitalization, modern Italian
would usually capitalize the “Del” in Del Bufalo,
although Gaspar himself used the lowercase form, “del.”
This is the reason why both forms are found in contem-
porary Italian texts.

I would like to acknowledge the invaluable assis-
tance of Pauline Vokits, who formatted the text for
printing, proofread the text with great diligence, and
offered many helpful suggestions. Jean Giesige also read
the translation and offered useful comments and is
responsible for the new cover design for C.PP.S.
Resources which debuts with this volume. The image of
St. Gaspar on the cover is used with permission of Fr.
Jeffrey Finley, C.PP.S., who commaissioned the painting
of the icon.



Translating this book has been a rewarding task
and has given me the opportunity to become much bet-
ter acquainted with Gaspar through the words of Fr.
Conti who knows him so well. I hope that this work will
be read by many, especially by members and
Companions of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, so
that all of us might come to know better this great
Apostle of the Precious Blood. May we, too, be
transformed by the fire of that divine love that Jesus
came to bring to our world.

Jerome Stack, C.PP.S.
July 1, 2008
Feast of the Most Precious Blood



INTRODUCTION

What are the distinctive features of the spirituality
of St. Gaspar del Bufalo within the great company of
saints venerated in the Church?

Witnesses to his life and his activity have given us
ample descriptions of those features in their depositions
for the canonical processes for his beatification and can-
onization. We find the features of his spirituality in his
biographies and particularly in his writings. The precise
and unmistakable characteristic, one that will be con-
tinually associated with him as a specific title, is
described by the documents of the Church that marked
the path to the solemn proclamation of his canonization.

Already in the decree Benedictionibus Dulcedinis
(January 15, 1852), introducing the cause of the beatifi-
cation,! St. Gaspar is presented as the founder of a
Congregation of Missionaries under the title of the Most
Precious Blood of the Divine Redeemer. This will be
repeated in all future documents.2 Moreover, he is rec-
ognized as having the honor of having given the Church,
with this Institute, a new splendor in the service of the

care of souls (“. . . novo hoc instituto . . ., Eeclesia spon-
sa Christi ad uberrimum animarum lucrum decorate
effulget’).

The decree Almae Huius Urbis3 (May 29, 1904) that
approved the two miracles for his beatification describes
Gaspar as a herald of peace and salvation in the Divine
Blood for his troubled times. Against the errors and
vices of his contemporaries, Gaspar proposed the Blood
of Christ, the Blood of Christ that was the force of his
apostolate as well:



It is the signal splendor of this beloved city of
Rome, source of all piety and devotion, to have
given birth to a man who, in that very agitated
period at the end of the 18th century, “pacifi-
cans per Sanguinem Crucis ejus’ ‘making peace
through the Blood of his Cross’ (Col 1: 20), kept
the avenging hand of God from his people, ful-
filling what the Apostle says: “Justificati in san-
guine Ipsius salvi erimus ab ira per Ipusm”‘jus-
tified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him’ (Rom 5: 9).

Strengthened by the Blood, which became
his banner, the Venerable Servant of God
Gaspar del Bufalo exercised a very diverse apos-
tolate, but one sustained by a single ideal. to
promote the devotion to the Most Precious
Blood with indomitable and ardent love.

He used this weapon against the errors and
vices of his day. It was a weapon all the more
powerful since it inwardly permeated the testi-
mony of a life of great integrity. From the Blood
he drew all the energy for his love, urging on
people of whatever condition to faith in holi-
ness.

The decree Educta ex Christi (June 24, 1904),4
declaring that the beatification could proceed, affirmed
that while the fruit of Gaspar’s missionary work was
“the salvation of people” (salus populi), he himself
appeared in the Church, a field made fertile by the
Divine Blood, as the one whom the Lord sent as an
instrument of redemption: “Jominus redemptionem
misit populo suo’ “The Lord has sent redemption to his
people’ (Ps 110: 9). He is also called an angel of the liv-
ing God who had the mission of announcing the message
of the Blood of the Lamb in the Church: “Erit Sanguis
Agni vobis in signum” ‘And the Blood of the Lamb shall
be a sign to you’ (cf. Ex 12: 13). Moreover, in this pontif-
ical document and those following, the Institute of the



Adorers of the Blood of Christ is also linked to Gaspar’s
Congregation:

Flowing from the side of Christ, the Church, the
mystical field made fertile by the Divine Blood,
produced abundant and varied fruit, according
to the various charisms of the gospel workers
(operai evangelici) and according to the oppor-
tunity of the times, guided by the Providence of
God. Among the holy workers in the vineyard of
the Lord, the Venerable Servant of God Gaspar
Del Bufalo, founder of the Congregation of the
Most Precious Blood, to which the Sisters who
bear the same name are linked, in a special way
has exercised his apostolate under the auspices
of the same font of holiness and of salvation:
[the Blood of Christ].

It seems that he is like that Angel bearing
the ‘signum Dei vivi ‘a sign of the living God’
[Rv 7: 2] with which is announced: ‘ £rit Sanguis
Agni vobis in signum’ [cf. Ex 12: 13].

The image of St. Gaspar as the propagator and stan-
dard bearer of the devotion to the Most Precious Blood
returns in the Apostolic Brief Salutare [llud (August 29,
1904),5 with which St. Pius X formally declares the beat-
ification of Gaspar and grants the recital of the Divine
Office and the celebration of Mass in his honor in the
churches and oratories of the Missionaries and of the
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood and in the diocese of
Rome.6

After the beatification, the pontifical documents
that trace the spiritual physiognomy of Gaspar in the
Church continue with the decree Summa Romanorum?
of July 22, 1949, summarizing the cause of Gaspar,
which would come to a happy conclusion five years later.
In this decree and in the following, Christiano Sensu of
May 4, 1954,8 approving the miracles for canonization,
Gaspar 1is presented only as the founder of a



Congregation of Missionaries of the Most Precious
Blood, to whom are connected the Sisters Adorers under
the same title.

The final two documents, however, namely the
decree Beatus Gaspar (May 8, 1954),2 affirming that the
canonization could safely proceed, and the decretal let-
ter Sanguinis Pretiosissimi Laudes (June 13, 1954),10 by
which Gaspar could be accorded the honors due to
saints, present Gaspar in a more solemn and complete
way in the light of the mystery of the Divine Blood.

In the first document, Gaspar appears as the one
who, absorbed and strengthened by the cry of the Blood
of Jesus, presented it to the souls of his time and spread
its cult, which will bring Blessed Pius IX to extend that
devotion to the universal Church:

Blessed Gaspar Del Bufalo, the illustrious
boast of the Roman Clergy, meditated deeply on
how our Lord Jesus Christ willed to shed all of
his Most Precious Blood for the redemption of
the world, how he chose to undergo the most
terrible torments and be condemned to a
shameful death, so that men and women would
not be deprived of this infinite treasure through
sin and thus be punished with eternal condem-
nation. . .. He gave himself over to labor for the
salvation of souls. Then . . . he founded a
Congregation of Priests, so that they would
evangelize the people under the banner of the
Most Precious Blood . . . He himself, in the
meantime, strengthened by the Divine Blood,
dedicated himself to the ministry of the mis-
sions . . .

Finally, in order to spread the cult of the
Most Precious Blood, fountain of salvation,
among the faithful, [Gaspar] worked hard and
with diligent zeal for the institution of the feast
of the Most Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus



Christ, which was extended to the entire
Church by Pope Pius IX.

As already noted, in this decree Gaspar is given
credit for being promoter of the liturgical cult of the
Divine Blood for the entire Church, even if in fact it was
Don Giovanni Merlini, his faithful disciple and executor
of his wishes, who obtained this from Blessed Pius IX on
August 10, 1849.

The second document affirms that after Sts. Peter
and Paul extolled in a special way the benefits of the
Precious Blood there has never been lacking in the
Church very holy persons who have spread the cult of
the Divine Blood among the faithful. Nevertheless, the
document recognizes that St. Gaspar in recent times
enjoys a glorious preeminence with regard to this great
mystery: “Unus omnium nitet beatissimus Gaspar Del
Bufald” ‘One out of all of them shines brightly: the most
blessed Gaspar Del Bufalo.’

The glories and efficacy of the Most Precious
Blood, with which the Son of God bathed the
hard wood of the Cross and the dry earth, were
celebrated by no one with a more grateful affec-
tion than by the Apostle Paul.

Recalling the ancient sacrifices mandated
among the Hebrews, he not only said that no
remission of sins was possible without the shed-
ding of blood, but also that the blood of Christ
was immensely more powerful than the blood of
goats and calves in expiating sins, since He
Himself enjoys the unsurpassed dignity of the
only-begotten Son of God and possesses the
eternal priesthood.

Peter, the first leader and head of the Holy
Church, admonished the band of Christians
that they had not been redeemed by a large sum
of gold or silver but by the crimson blood of



Christ, the most spotless and most holy Lamb of
God.

There has been through the centuries no lack
of very pious men and women who, moved by
love of the divine Redeemer, have popularized
among the people a devotion venerating His
Blood. But in this age, among those whose love
and devotion have been stirred up by the Blood
and who, with vigilant attention and passionate
zeal, eloquently preach the benefits of that
Blood that was shed, the one who shines bright-
ly, alone among all, is Gaspar Del Bufalo, whom
today we have adorned with the crown of
Saints.

This unus omnium attributes to Gaspar a particular
excellence in spreading the cult of the Divine Blood. His
proper title, thus, is to be that of Apostle of the Most
Precious Blood, even though this is recognized as being
limited to our age. One more step and every restriction
will be withdrawn.

This happened with Blessed John XXIII, a pope very
well disposed to the devotion to the Precious Blood.
Blessed John described St. Gaspar as the “distinguished
champion” (assertore insigne)!! of the devotion to the
Most Precious Blood and wrote that “the Most Precious
Blood was the point of light of the apostolate of St.
Gaspar Del Bufalo, the glory of Rome.”’2 But in the
solemn allocution held in St. Peter’s Basilica on January
21, 1960, at the close of the Roman Synod, he recom-
mended devotion to the Precious Blood in a special way
to the priests and laity of Rome and hailed St. Gaspar as
“the true and greatest apostle of the devotion to the Most
Precious Blood in the world.”13

Again, in the apostolic letter /nde a Primis (June 30,
1960)14 he definitively bound the name of St. Gaspar to
devotion to the Precious Blood, just as that of St.
Bernardine of Siena was linked to the devotion to the



Holy Name and St. Margaret Mary Alacoque to devotion
to the Heart of Jesus.

Following these testimonies of Blessed John XXIII,
the figure of St. Gaspar leapt to the forefront in the his-
tory of Precious Blood devotion. He emerges as its prin-
cipal apostle and as such he will pass into the history of
the Church and of Christian spirituality.

Our work will be divided into two parts. In the first
we will seek to study the development of this devotion in
St. Gaspar and his apostolic ministry to spread the devo-
tion. In the second, we will attempt to reconstruct his
preaching on the devotion to the Precious Blood on the
basis of his schematic writings. We will close this volume
with an appendix with a collection of Gaspar’s more
important writings on the Blood of Christ. [7rans/ator’s
note: only the first part and parts of the appendix are
published in this volume. The second part will be pub-
lished in a future volume.]

We nourish the hope that this modest research, in
allowing us to understand better the relationship of St.
Gaspar to the devotion to the Precious Blood, will
encourage Gaspar’s spiritual heirs—the Missionaries
and the Adorers of the Blood of Christ and all devoted to
him and to the Most Precious Blood—to mature with
greater commitment in their Christian vocation in the
spirituality of the Blood of Christ, in the phrase we
rightly use today.

In reprinting this work thirty years after its original
publication we acknowledge its substantial validity and
publish it again without significant modifications. At the
same time, following the publication of all the writings
of St. Gaspar (letters, sermons, and rules) and above all
in the light of the documents found in Tarquinia
(Viterbo) in 1997 in the Archivio della Societa dArte e
Storia, we must correct some notes contained in previous
editions!s (1970, 1978) and add a few others, especially
with regard to the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood, in



order to give a more complete and exact picture of St.
Gaspar’s activity for the devotion to the Blood of Christ.

Rome, October 21, 2002
Solemnity of St. Gaspar del Bufalo.

Don Beniamino Conti, C.PP.S
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ASS Acta Sanctae Sedis (Rome, 1870-1909)
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Rome, 1998-1999.
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Outline of the Life of
Saint Gaspar del Bufalo

January 6, 1786 Birth of Gaspar in Rome
July 31, 1808 Ordination to the priesthood
December 8, 1808 Founding of the Confraternity

of the Most Precious Blood
at San Nicola in Carcere, Rome

June 13, 1810 Gaspar refuses to take
the oath to Napoleon

July 15, 1810 The exiled Gaspar arrives in Piacenza

December 1810 Gaspar is transferred to Bologna
October 20, 1811 Death of Gaspar’s mother,

Annunziata Quartieroni
January 12, 1813 Transfer to the prison of Imola
May 16, 1813 Transfer to the Rocca di Lugo
December 20, 1813 Arrival in Florence

on the way to Corsica
February 1814 Return to Rome

September 1814 Pius VII commits Gaspar to the
popular missions



August 15, 1815

December 27, 1817

November 24, 1819

March 10-25, 1822

mid-May 1830

October 31, 1831

March 4, 1834

December 28, 1837

January 3, 1838

Foundation of the C.PP.S at
S. Felice, Giano dell’'Umbria

Gaspar becomes director of the
missions of the Archconfraternity

of the Most Precious Blood

Death of Bishop
Francesco Albertini

Mission in Vallecorsa (Frosinone)

Maria De Mattias seeks Gaspar’s
counsel regarding her vocation

Death of Gaspar’s father,
Antonio del Bufalo

Foundation of the Adorers of the
Most Precious Blood in Acuto

Gaspar dies in Rome

Gaspar is buried in the Church of
St. Paul, Albano Laziale

1861 Gaspar’s body is moved to the Church

December 18, 1904

June 12, 1954

January 4, 1963

of Santa Maria in Trivio, Rome

Beatification of Gaspar
by St. Pius X

Canonization by Pope Pius XII

Visit of Blessed John XXIIT to the

tomb of St. Gaspar at
Santa Maria in Trivio, Rome



Chapter QOne

The Blood of Christ and the Young Saint

Documents of the Church, as we have seen, present
St. Gaspar to us as “the true and greatest apostle of the
devotion to the Most Precious Blood in the world.” This
judgment clearly refers to the mature personality of
Gaspar.

What place did the Blood of Christ have in the
youthful spirituality of Gaspar? How did this defining
characteristic of his spirituality begin and then develop?
In this chapter and the following we will seek to answer
these questions.

It would be tempting to believe that St. Gaspar was
born with this devotion or, at least, that he practiced it
from a very early age, especially under the tutelage of
his holy mother, Annunziata Quartieroni (1761-1811).
Reading the testimonies given during the canonical
processes for Gaspar’s beatification would leave those of
this opinion quite disappointed.

These testimonies repeatedly affirm that from his
childhood Gaspar loved Jesus and the mysteries of
redemption dearly. He was quite devoted to the
Eucharist, to the Passion, to the Madonna, and in a spe-
cial way to St. Francis Xavier and St. Aloysius Gonzaga,
but the witnesses never speak of true devotion to the



2 APOSTLE OF THE BLOOD OoF CHRIST

Most Precious Blood. On the contrary, we can speak of
an explicit contact with devotion to the Precious Blood in
the early years of Gaspar’s life (He was born in Rome on
January 6, 1786.) only in 1808, at the age of twenty-two.
On December 8 of that year he was invited by the canons
of the Basilica of San Nicola in Carcere in Rome to
preach some sermons on the occasion of the institution
of the Confraternity of the Most Precious Blood in the
same church, where a relic of the Precious Blood had
been kept since 1708.

Prior to this date we cannot properly speak of
Gaspar’s devotion to the Divine Blood. It would be his-
torically false to assert this both because of the spiritual
environment in which Gaspar grew up and, principally,
because this contradicts all of the testimonies of his life
and of his writings.

In fact, for a devotion to develop in the mind of the
faithful—except for the case of particular revelations,
which is not the case here—it must be a tradition pres-
ent in an environment or it must be kept alive there by
some kind of institution (congregations, pious unions,
priests or other persons, church documents . . .).

In the case of the early years of Gaspar we cannot
speak of genuine devotion to the Precious Blood fe/t and
practiced in the universal Church, although we have a
record of many confraternities or congregations and
other minor institutions with the title of the “Most
Precious Blood” scattered here and there, especially
where a relic of the Blood of Jesus was venerated,? even
though the liturgical celebration of the Precious Blood
occurred in some dioceses and religious congregations.3

Even less can we speak of such a genuine devotion
by the faithful of Rome or in a particular institution
from which Gaspar could have derived spiritual nour-
ishment prior to the year 1808.

We know that under the pontificate of Gregory XII,
there was instituted in Rome “a Congregation or
Confraternity of the Precious Blood, which even had the
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approval of the very severe Pope Sixtus V.”4 The priests
who were members of this society were responsible for
taking care of the missions. Very quickly, however, this
work disappeared and all memory of it has been lost.5

Only in 1808, as we have said and as we will see in
the next chapter, would the canons of San Nicola in
Carcere, at the urging of their colleague Don Francesco
Albertini, promote devotion to the Precious Blood in
their church. We are ahead of ourselves here, however.

We find complete confirmation for our point of view
if we examine the testimonies from the canonical
processes for determining the heroic virtue of Gaspar
and from the spiritual writings that remain from his
younger years.

In the canonical processes only Maria Tamini, his
friend from infancy, testifies to the presence of “Precious
Blood” in the spirituality of Gaspar the boy in two
places. She asserts that he made the Precious Blood “an
object of meditation from the time he was a boy,”¢ espe-
cially meditation on the agony in Gethsemane, and
when he would console his mother, worried about
domestic affairs, he would say: “Mama . . . have hope in
God and trust in the merits of the Most Precious Blood
of Jesus Christ.”” We have sought in vain for other
explicit references to the Blood of Christ in the boyhood
of Gaspar.

We arrive at the same conclusion in examining his
writings. Although we have some discourses, for exam-
ple on two saints to whom he was especially devoted, St.
Francis Xavier and St. Aloysius, we have only a few
traces of devotion to the Precious Blood in the transcrip-
tions of Gaspar’s sermons by Monsignor Giovanni
Baccolo. But if one takes into account the material deal-
ing with the preaching of others and of the very nearly
literal precision with which the young Gaspar was tran-
scribing those discourses—something which made those
same preachers marvel—it is evident that the paternity
of such allusions are attributable to those preachers.
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Had Gaspar been specifically devoted to the
Precious Blood, it would be easy to find evidence of this,
even if he did not mention the Precious Blood explicitly
in his preaching. Such is the case of the fifteenth com-
pendium of Lenten sermons given by Monsignor
Giovanni Baccolo in the Church of the Gesu in 1804,
where he speaks of “The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.”®
How much more appropriate a subject for inserting some
explicit references to the Divine Blood? All the more so
because in reading these notes one gets the impression
that the Blood remains rather in the wings and is not
called to center stage.

Elsewhere, as we said, we have found only fleeting
references to the Blood of Jesus.

The first, in an argument a fortiori in the ninth ser-
mon, “On the respect owed to the holy temple of God,” 1s
found in the same collection of compendiums which we
referred to above:

If in the old Law a drop of that Blood which they
used to offer could not fall except on virgin
earth.

If they required a place very pure and clean
for the ark . . . tell me, will not the Holy temple
of God be Holy? Will not the precious vessels
which enclose the entire Body, Blood, soul, etc.,
of Jesus be sacred?®

We find another brief note on the Blood of Jesus in
the “Sermon on the Passion” (again from the compendi-
um of sermons of Monsignor Baccolo) on the sweat of
Blood in the Garden of Olives:

But what does it mean, you will say, that there
in the Garden he sweats Blood and declines this
Chalice,10 etc. But I ask you, did he not know of
his sufferings before going to the Garden?
Certainly he did! Thus he sweats Blood now,
because he wants it this way, because he is the
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beloved son of God, because he wants to suffer
as the beloved son of God. He declines [the cup]
because he sees that this Chalice will be of no
use, etc., because he would long for, etc.!!

We refer to just one more text, found in the com-
pendium of the twenty-first sermon, entitled: “On the
Excellence of our Soul.” The proof of the excellence of the
soul is inferred from the fact that “a God would come
down from Heaven to become human, to pour out all his
blood, etc., tradidit semetipsum pro nobis ‘he gave him-
self for us’ [a reference to Eph 5: 2]12 . . . Nescit homo
pretium ejus ‘humanity does not know its price.”13

Thus we can assert that prior to 1808, that is before
his contact with the Confraternity of the Most Precious
Blood of San Nicola in Carcere, as we will see later on,
the theme of the Blood of Christ is practically absent
from the writings of St. Gaspar, while it will come more
and more to the fore after that date.14

Although we know well that the argument from
silence is often weak, nevertheless it seems impossible to
assert that St. Gaspar had genuine devotion to the
Divine Blood since childhood but that he did not speak
or write of this or that it escaped the notice of those wit-
nesses with whom he shared the most intimate senti-
ments of his spirit.

Must we conclude, therefore, that Gaspar from his
childhood did not nurture a true and proper devotion to
the Precious Blood? Must we close this chapter and
abandon our investigation of the childhood years, years
so fervid in the life of Gaspar? Can we not find some
glimmers that predict a future splendor? Can we not
find some seeds that will explain the luxuriant growth of
later years?

We must investigate, because the personality of the
mature person is rooted in his/her infancy and child-
hood. We can do this because we know the elements in
which the devotion to the Most Precious Blood of St.
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Gaspar will be expressed and thus it is easy to find these
seeds in his childhood spirituality.

We could list many of these seeds. We group them
under three categories:

1. The mystery of redemption.

2. Restorative penance (penitenza riparatrice) and
the apostolate.

3. The mystery of the Eucharist.

The Mystery of Redemption
Sr. Maria Tamini tells us:

He used to speak to me, from his boyhood until
he was older, of the mystery of the Unity and
Trinity of God and of the Incarnation, with fer-
vor and a singular passion, and he used to say
to me many times: ‘When you make the sign of
the Cross, do you think about the mystery of the
Unity and Trinity of God and of the Incarnation
which are contained in that act?’15

The persons who were near Gaspar in his infancy
and childhood, especially the already mentioned Maria
Tamini, who, under his influence, at the age of seven-
teen became a religious of the Maestre Pie at the Church
of S. Tommaso in Parione, and the Basilian monk,
Filippo Berga, agree in attributing to him a very tender
devotion to the Passion of Jesus in his meditation, which
often lasted several hours into the night. Tamini offers
this testimony:

... His parents found him, late at night, saying
his prayers on his knees before his little altar,
and sometimes he would tell me that he had
slept the entire night on the ground, almost
always on the night preceding Friday . . . He
would meditate during those hours . . . on the
passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, using the
book called Del cibo dell’'anima, and he confided



THE BL0OOD OF CHRIST AND THE YOUNG SAINT 7

in me the good ideas and resolutions he made.
He also told me that those hours of the night
seemed to pass like a moment.16

Filippo Berga assures us that this kind of medita-
tion practice was habitual from his first years:

From his first years he would make a brief med-
itation and I believe that this was on the pas-
sion of Jesus Christ, because he would often
urge me to this practice (perché questo inculca-
va bene spesso a me).17

In meditating on the Passion “the prayer of the
Garden used to move him in a special way”—he confided
this to Tamini, as we have already said above—“because
in all of the other episodes of the Passion the Lord shed
his Precious Blood as a result of external violence, while
in the prayer in the Garden of Olives he shed it out of an
inner compassion of love, that is to say it was complete-
ly spontaneous.”'® This is a reflection that we find amaz-
ing in a boy and it gives us a glimpse at the kind of reac-
tion provoked in Gaspar by that vital element that has
always made an impression on the great and small:
blood.

Since he was anxious about the welfare of others, he
could hardly help but recommend to them the practice of
meditating on the Passion, as Berga notes in his testi-
mony already cited, so that they could obtain the same
benefits that enriched his soul.1?

This mysterious thirst of this spirit prompted him to
have recourse often to “the specialists” of the Passion of
Jesus: the sons of St. Paul of the Cross. Thus he is often
on retreat with the Passionists at their retreat house of
Sts. Giovanni e Paolo, where he struck up a friendship
with St. Vincent Strambi, who will later became a col-
laborator with Gaspar in spreading the devotion to the
Precious Blood.

Another place where he would come when deeply
moved in his heart was the basilica of Santa Croce in
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Gerusalemme. A maternal uncle lived in the adjacent
Cistercian monastery, the monk, Don Eugenio Pechi, a
spiritual man who had a great influence on the forma-
tion of young Gaspar. Besides, in that basilica, where
are kept the relics of the Passion of our Lord, he could
relive with more devotion, even sensible devotion, the
sad drama of redemption.

Here Gaspar made a retreat of an entire month in
preparation for receiving the first tonsure20 at the age of
fourteen, on Holy Saturday of 1800, the twelfth of April.

This retreat, in which he prepared himself for the
act which would officially induct him into the clerical
state, thus placing him in a particular way of following
the Savior, must have filled him with the spirit of the
cross of Jesus if, in receiving the tonsure, he had the
sense of embracing the cross. This was a feeling he had
every time that his tonsure was renewed (s/ faceva la
chierica). He expressed these sentiments to Tamini, who
gave the following testimony at the process for his beat-
ification held in Albano:

. . . I remember that, having received the first
tonsure, he told me that, while the bishop was
cutting the hair in the front, he felt a rush of
blood (sintese muovere tutto il sangue) and he
was afraid of falling, and when I asked him why
this happened and what he thought about this,
he replied that when he felt his hair being cut,
it seemed to be like embracing the cross of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. He reminded me of this often
when he would ask his mother to maintain the
tonsure and to make it large, saying, ‘I am not
ashamed to wear it.” Then he used to turn to me
and say: ‘Every time the tonsure is renewed, I
feel moved and happy in the same way that I
felt the first time . . .21

This mystical union of his spirit with the cross of
Christ spurred him on to become more like Christ.
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Filippo Berga says: “. . . In order to become like the cru-
cified Lord, on Fridays he used to engage in particular
mortifications.”?2 The Crucified Christ23 was his book
and his teacher of the heart and of the mind: “One must
reflect,”Berga asserts,”that he learned many things at
the foot of Jesus Crucified in his mental prayer.”24

In this “school” Gaspar arrived at the greatest
expression of holiness: to give back one’s life for life.
Thus the testimony of Maria Tamini:

... from his earliest years and likewise in those
that followed, the Servant of God showed me
that he wished to give himself to God through a
life of withdrawal or even by dying as a martyr
for Him . . .25

If devotion to the Precious Blood is an impetus to
conforming oneself with the Savior who sheds his Blood
out of love for us, in the young Gaspar we must say that
we find the spirit of this devotion.

Restorative Penance and the Apostolate

This desire for martyrdom was not simply a pious
expression, but from his infancy was a genuine, almost
superhuman force that impelled him to unite his feelings
and sorrows to those of the Redeemer, who embraced
suffering to expiate sin and to save humankind.

Every Christian is called to work with Jesus for the
redemption of humanity. As the cross, that is to say, his
freely given love “to the end,” was the sign of redemption
for Jesus (Jn 13: 1), it is also the distinctive sign of the
Christian. The cross of Jesus was for the remission of the
sin of the 