Precious Blood Convocation - July 28, 2010

Panel Presentation – Conversion Journey

Sr. Eileen Schieber, CPPS (O’Fallon)

The well in the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman spoke to my imagination.  I am to ponder the relationship of the conversion journey to this story and the rich input given by Charles and Barbara.
Conversion is a change of mind and heart, a constant dynamic factor in the life journey of the believer and of a community.  The well is a symbol of entering the depths, drawing from the unconscious into awareness the primordial and ancestral memories that hold the personal and collective spiritual and psychological longing for wholeness.  The woman lowers her jar for water and draws it from the depths.  What comes forth is life giving, for it will sustain the body, but it is not living water which sustains the soul and spirit. 

Jesus invites her to new and different depths as he sees her in a new way himself.  He invites to conversion, a change of mind and heart, by revealing his own change from the collective mindset of his people to a fresh and open stance toward her and respect for her beliefs.

Conversion, it seems to me, happens in both simple and dramatic life experiences.  It results from an invitation to see with new eyes, as one stand at the foot of the cross with one’s experiences,  that carries the grace of conversion with it.  

The grace of conversion comes in many forms:

· I am drawn to the well to let down my jar and to receive the living water by a whisper within as I contemplate the Scriptures and touch once again the “love that is”, the I AM who birthed me and continues to birth me in a call: to awareness, to change, to openness, and to growth in seeking the emerging truth of myself, my companions, and the earth in relation to the 

God who saves me.
· There are moments of intellectual insight and understanding that place me in an experience of touching the mind of Jesus, as it were.  It may be powerful enough to ignite the energy of a deep internal resonance in my soul, a longing to confirm and conform to the truth I encounter in my living and dying day to day.

· It happens, as it did in Samaria, when someone has the courage to speak a painful truth about myself, my behavior, my attitude; and I recognize a need for change, for a conversion in attitude, in relating to others, in knowing myself.

· It may come, this grace, when I see another’s example of living in harmonious and dynamic relationship to Jesus, to others, and to the earth.  Following their example I am graced to change, converted to a new way of being.

· An event of upheaval, of trauma, of great pain, of unanticipated change of ministry or life opens up the door to the grace of new life if I am able to drink deeply of the experience.

· When I am faced with loss and diminishment, the death of cherished ones and of companions on life’s journey and I am invited to seek life beyond the boundaries of time and space; to seek the eternal well of life giving water I am changed in mind and heart forever.

· The community processes of dialogue, communal decision making, and adjustment to the current reality of our life together converts me and us to a new way of seeing the sisters, the community, and our unfolding life.

When are your called to conversion?  How?  By who are you called?  To what are you called, that you may be graced with conversion, with a change of mind and heart that immerses you in the life giving blood and water from the side of Christ that a births to new life? 
