Reflection—“No One Else Could Do What I’m Doing”

By:  Jean Giesige

In the life of a missionary, what goes around comes around. Nearly 20 years ago Fr. David Kelly, C.PP.S., met a young man named Xavier McElrath-Bey when Fr. Kelly went to minister at the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center in Chicago. 
“I was facing a murder charge, and Fr. Kelly was a great source of consolation to me,” McElrath-Bey said. “He shared the Word of God with me, and he kept me motivated, thinking about my future.” 

His future looked bleak, but Fr. Kelly never gave up on him. “People thought I couldn’t change,” he said. When he was released from the detention center, Fr. Kelly and many others helped him turn his life around.

McElrath-Bey eventually earned a master’s degree in human services. He now works in the same neighborhood in inner-city Chicago, ministering with Catholic Social Services to young people who are on the path he once followed. He has a willing co-worker: Fr. David Kelly, who with the rest of the Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation is also trying to reclaim lives in the neighborhood.

“Fr. Kelly has been a great inspiration to me, and to a lot of other people, especially the kids in this neighborhood who don’t have a lot of options,” he said. “He was a great help to me when I needed him the most.”
It is an honor, McElrath-Bey said, to be able to work among the people who need him so much. “They don’t pay much for what I do but no one else could do what I’m doing in this neighborhood,” he said. “I want to work however God chooses to use me.”

