PRAYER OF THE VENERABLE MERLINI FOR THE SOCIETY
My Lord Jesus Christ, from my whole heart I give you thanks for the infinite goodness with which you have deigned to call me to be numbered among those who live and work under the auspices of your Precious Blood. O my God, grant that I may learn to appreciate more and more this great grace with which you have honored me!  For this vocation I can never thank you sufficiently, because it is the mystic fountain of many blessings for me.  You have called me away from my home, from my relatives, from my friends, from all that is attractive to poor human nature, so that you might have possession of my whole heart and my whole soul, and that I might properly cooperate with your grace until death.  But this is not within my power; it is again the work of your grace.  For this grace I ask; for this grace I implore you!  Grant that my sinfulness may not place an obstacle to your continued mercies.

I promise you with the help of your grace to practice humility and obedience, to observe the Rule, and to seek only your will and your pleasure in all things.  O, how much I love you for the renewed inspirations which you vouchsafe to give me!  My God, I see clearly that you would make me a saint; for this may you be praised a thousand times!  My life is yours; I consecrate it to you without any reservation.  I will no longer live according to my desires; I want to be yours, wholly yours and always yours!  Do with me what you will.

I willingly accept out of love for you trials and troubles, worry and scorn, sickness and crosses, and whatever other hardship your fatherly providence may have in store for me during the course of my life.  Only grant me your love; that will be sufficient for me.  Grant, O God, that I may live for love of you, that I may die for love of you, and that for all eternity my joy and my delight may be to love you!

But, my dear Jesus, I must pray not only for myself.  I see that I owe much to the Society which has welcomed me to its loving bosom.

And how can I render the services to the Society which it deserves?  O my Lord, do you supply my deficiencies.  Do you always defend and strengthen the Society with your protection and favor.  Make it flourish in virtue and perfection without ceasing, and animate it efficaciously with your Holy Spirit.  Multiply its activities wherever you see a greater need of them and a greater fruitfulness.  Do you provide for every need whether spiritual or temporal.  Direct with your light those whom you have placed at the head of the Society, so that your holy designs may always be perfectly fulfilled.  Give all the members an abundance of grace that they may live in closest union with you.  Pour out your mercies over all the benefactors of the Society.

Look down with an eye of compassion upon all the souls redeemed by your Precious Blood.  Grant that the missions, retreats and whatever work the Society undertakes may be fruitful for the souls of the faithful.  I also recommend to you, O my God, the pious institutions sodalities and confraternities - so that the fruit of our poor efforts may be preserved through them.  O Blood of my Jesus, add strength to my prayers, and make us saints!

Mary most holy, to you I recommend myself, in you I trust; your intercession must obtain for us every good, temporal, spiritual and eternal.  Angels of heaven, and especially you, my Guardian Angel, offer these my supplications to Jesus and Mary that thus they may be heard.  Saint Francis Xavier, my Patron Saint, all you Saints and Blessed in heaven, pray for the Society, for all its members and for me.  Amen
