Precious Blood Convocation – July 28, 2010

Reconciliation: The Blood of the Other Stops at Our Door
Fr. Joseph Nassal, CPPS (Kansas City Province)


At the first Precious Blood Congress in 1988, I was privileged to preach at one of the Masses. The homily I had prepared for that day was scrapped because a few days before the Congress was scheduled to begin, one of the prophets in my province, Father Gary Jarvis, died. In the homily, I remembered something Gary had told me when we worked together on justice and peace issues. Gary said, “The blood of the poor stops at our door.”

A few days before this Convocation began our Precious Blood family experienced another loss. Sister Trish O’Connell, an Adorer of the Blood of Christ and a member of the planning team for the Convocation, died. Her death reminds us yet again that Precious Blood people gather around the cross, in the shadow of the cross.
The blood stops here. But the blood also starts here—the blood and water flowing from the side of the crucified Christ to create a stream of mercy and redemption, compassion and peace, reconciliation and renewal. Indeed, this blood and water renews the face of the earth. As we splash water on our faces in the morning to wake us up and shake us from our slumber, so this water and blood that flows from the cross awakens us to the mystery and the reality of reconciliation.
Reconciliation in the blood of Christ says the blood of the other stops at our door. Who is the “other”? In Jesus’ meeting with the woman at the well, the “other” was a Samaritan, a woman, and an outsider. The practice of reconciliation was to enter into dialogue and engage the “other” in storytelling. In the telling our stories, our truth—my truth, your truth, the truth—is spoken. 

We establish safe places at the foot of each other’s crosses and losses where the flood of the blood washes away sin, but even more wakes us up to the reality of the other’s experience, the other’s pain, the other’s promise. In circles of listening, healing and hope, we seek to get at the truth of what cause the wound in our relationship or the brokenness in our community. 

Especially in Barbara’s presentation, we heard how peace and reconciliation comes through the wounds as the Gospel of John tells us in the story of the upper room. The story says reconciliation comes through the wounds on the crucified and resurrected body of Christ; and in the breath of Jesus—the very spirit of God that dwells within each of us and in each of the “others.” As Charles reminded us, when preaching about moral issues, the preacher calls people to their best selves, to the image of God imprinted on every human being. In our dialogue with those with whom we disagree, we draw upon what Charles called the “sacramental imagination” as we seek the good, the God image, in the other. 
One of the challenges we face as precious blood people seeking to be a reconciling presence in the present polarization in the church is how we invite those we consider the “other” into dialogue, especially when the “others” believe they have cornered the market on the truth. As Barbara said, “Truth is something that cannot be possessed by a single individual or group,” but “emerges in dialogue.” As Jesus invited the woman at the well to go deeper—drawing from the wellspring of her life story—we seek to go deeper into the well of each other’s experiences. We do this not to prove our point or advance our ideology or win an argument, but by listening to the other’s story. 
We gather at the cross washing our hopes, dreams, stories, and lives in the blood and water that flows from the body of Christ. In our stories told in the safe place around the cross, we begin to find our common ground.
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