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Who Will Speak the Word to Rouse Them ?  I Can.  I Will.  I Must.
Panel Response     28 July 2010 (5 min)
Focus:- Evangelisation

Evangelisation, the proclaiming of the Good News, percolates throughout the human condition “ad gentes” that is to people who have never heard of Christ as well as to others who may know of Him.

In a Catholic world wounded by scandal, abuse, weakness and scepticism, the call to mission is also the call to humility and repentance.  Jesus needs to be seen in our world and in our lives, but today we proclaim the Good News not proudly and with militant fervour, but gently and humbly “as through a mirror, darkly….”           1 Corinthians 13:12
Who Will Speak the Word to Rouse Them ?

Them …..the people with minds, bodies and spirits gutted by devastation, disease, drugs and deprivation.  They exist in a primeval and violent world, grasping for food, water, warmth and shelter, just to preserve basic life.   Others are comforted in community gatherings of like-mindedness.  They find security in the tribe, the collective response.  These groups may be held in bondage by fear of magic and curses or they may find revelation in spirit guides, New Age crystals or the “Universe”.  In more recent societies individuals no longer act collaboratively.  They feel and behave as though they are unique and special; they demand and enjoy instant gratification.  They struggle to find meaning in a complicated and complex society filled with conflicting stimuli and competing messages.  Ethics are perceived as important but religion less so. In contrast, others are caught in the rigidity of fundamentalism, and, reassured by conformity, are zealots of religion, nationalism, patriotism.  We also see a move to a kinder, caring world with emphasis on the integration of ecology, the warming of rationalism and the move to sharing prosperity with all.
Who Will Speak the Word to Rouse  ALL of Them ?

How do we offer this gift to people starving in Africa, or surfeited in America ?

The Precious Blood of Christ circulates through the diversity of these societies offering sustenance, healing, protection, nourishment and stimulation.  It balances the extremes of need and excess.   It preserves and renews;                it surges and urges and purges !  It brings new life.
As we learn to recognise gospel values in each person and community, as we continue to discern areas in need of growth and transformation, so we will be able to live the gospel.  Like Francis we will be “preaching the gospel at all times…….and sometimes, even using words !”

Like Christ – the Anointed One – we too are called to become a Christus, a Christa.  Our preaching is in our touch.  With hands and hearts anointed with courage and sensitivity we gentle the restless minds, heart, spirits and societies in which Jesus places us.  Our words soothe, forgive and call to challenge.  Our hands serve, solace and heal with Christian care and compassion.  Our eyes look deeply into the eyes of those angry and disillusioned with us and bit by bit we replace scandal with Christ’s hope and reconciliation.

Indeed, as we speak with our hands, touch with our look, and uplift with our words they will know who has spoken the Word to rouse them – it is Jesus the Christ !
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