Ash Wednesday – February 13, 2013
Readings: Joel 2:12-18; Psalm 51; 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart,
 with fasting, and weeping and mourning; Rend your hearts
 and not your garments . . .”  Joel
Lent is the season of interior spiritual renewal.  It is an opportunity for transformation.  We enter into the Paschal Mystery by dying to sin and rising to new life.  We strive to change an aspect of ourselves that keeps us from loving God wholeheartedly.  But it is God who sanctifies us.  And the end of our Lenten practices is God, not self-perfection.  Too often we get caught up in our practices and make them an end in themselves.  But the purpose of Lent is an inner transformation.  Is there a heart change?  Are we growing in God’s love?  The Spirit alone can bring about this new life, but we need to cooperate.    

“When you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites . . .

But when you fast, anoint your head . . .”     Matthew
As we do penance, we do so in secret and with bright and cheerful faces.  While we are called

 to follow Jesus, called to embrace the serious work of reform and renewal, we are to do so with

 a joyful spirit and a smile.  The church reminds us of this in the preface of Ash Wednesday:

 “Each year you give us this joyful season when we prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery

 with mind and heart renewed. . . .   As we recall the great events that gave us new life in Christ,

you bring the image of your Son to perfection in us.”

In Our Way of Life we read:  “Precious Blood spirituality calls us to lives of continual conversion and transformation . . .”     
As we choose our Lenten practices, how open are we to God to effect a true conversion within

us?

Reflection by:  Sister Genevieve Volk, C.PP.S. (Dayton, Ohio)

Thursday after Ash Wednesday – February 14, 2013
Readings:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1; Luke 9:22-25

In today’s readings, the theme of choosing life through service to God and taking up our cross to follow Jesus through service to one’s neighbor speaks of discipleship.  Gaspar writes in his letter to Mother Maria Nazzarena De Catris:  “Every morning give spirited thanks to the Lord and do so especially when you receive Holy Communion, at which time you shall beseech for me those burning flames of ardent celestial fires that will purify me and join me incessantly to God. . . .” One practice during this Lent might be to develop different prayer styles that use silence to allow God’s Holy Spirit to burn away the “sludge of sin” that keep us from saying a complete yes to God. 

After receiving Holy Communion spend some time in silence asking God to show you where you need to be more open to God’s grace for growth during this Lenten season.

Reflection by:  Rev. Timothy L. Knepper, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)

Friday after Ash Wednesday – February 15, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 51; Matthew 9: 14-15

 

In the reading from Isaiah, we hear the words: 
 


“Why do we fast, and you do not see it?

afflict ourselves, and you take no note of it?”
 

Often we are faced with the question “Why” and search our minds and hearts for answers.

Why war, why violence, why abuse, why sorrow, why catastrophes, why death?  The world confronts us with many unanswerable “whys.”
 

Isaiah asks why we fast and why is our fasting unnoticed.  We may want to ask ourselves, too, why do we fast?  Are we pleased with ourselves and hope we are noticed?  Sometimes our choices for fasting help us to feel in control:  I will refrain from..........because I can control that.

 

Later in the reading, the Lord tells us to take an active role as we fast; to look towards others and not to ourselves.  Is the Lord pleased that we fast to look good?  Does the Lord really want us to stay away from that piece of chocolate?

 

Our call is to bind wounds, to share bread, to clothe those in need.  In other words we are called to reach out to others in love and mercy. Perhaps the greater fasting happens when we least suspect:  When an unexpected phone call carries with it a plea for help or when a distressed friend needs a listening ear.  We may have to sacrifice our plans and our personal time when these needs arise.  

 

                                 “Then your light will break forth like the dawn.” (Isaiah)

Why do I fast?  How can I be a light to others?
 

Reflection by:  Sister Helen Moore, ASC (US Region)
Saturday after Ash Wednesday – February 16, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 58:9-14; Psalm 86; Luke 5:27-32

“I have come to call not the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  Those were Jesus’ words to the Pharisees and scribes who were complaining to his disciples that Jesus was eating with tax collectors and sinners.  Those words of Jesus shout of precious blood spirituality, because that is exactly what we are called to do as well.  We’re called to minister to those whom others have written off as undeserving of attention, as unworthy of God’s grace, as hopelessly unredeemable.  Some would say that the tax collectors of today still fit that category!  
But in all seriousness, if each of us reflects for a moment on the persons God has placed in our lives – those with whom we live as well as those with whom we minister and to whom we minister – are there any persons who have been left at the side of the road?  Are there any persons with whom we would cringe at having to share a meal?  Those are the ones God has placed in our lives.  Those are the ones that we must proclaim deserving of attention, worthy of God’s grace, undeniably redeemable by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  St. Gaspar once said, “the prisons, the hospitals, these are the seed ground of all holiness.”(Letter 1879)  May each of us take the time to discover the “prisons” and “hospitals” in the world around us and there, discover the seed ground of all holiness – the tax collectors and sinners worthy of our care.

Reflection by:  Rev. Sam D’Angelo, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)

First Sunday of Lent – February 17, 2013
Readings:  Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Psalm 91; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13
Our readings today give us a glimpse of feasting on alternative ways of being. From Deuteronomy to Luke we find a thread of self-offering and trust; a voice cries out, a Voice responds. Perhaps this is the real invitation of Lent, a journey of the heart towards Mystery. Precious Blood spirituality lives at the core of the Paschal Mystery, and today we enter into the wilderness of the next forty days which sets the pattern of Jesus’ life, life poured out and life newly given. We will be lured into the desert; there God will speak to our hearts as God spoke to the heart of Jesus.

The wilderness speaks to the hidden character of the heart; the freedoms and unfreedoms, the true self and false self, the light and dark, the living in truth and the living in others’  expectations, the emptying of self and the desire for honor, wealth and power which surface in the solitude. John Climacus wrote that we must enter with trust into the solitude of the wilderness in order to battle the demons and false gods that obscure the Voice.

As we look at Jesus we learn how to meet the question posed by the demon: “If you are…!” How easy it would have been for Jesus to prove, to show forth his identity.  Instead it is the Word that feeds him, the Word that is clothed in glory, the Word that forges union and trust in God’s love. 
This is our wilderness challenge – a time to feast on an alternative way; “to surrender to God’s design for our being in the world, as it gives shape to who we are and gives reason for what we do.”(CPS Constitution)  May we live this wilderness time, trusting that as we encounter the fascination of our false gods and cry out for help, we can surrender to Jesus.       

Reflection by: Sister Francis Bisland CPS (North American Province)

First Monday of Lent – February 18, 2013
Readings:  Leviticus 19:1-2,11-18
; Psalm 19; Matthew 25:31-46

What you did for the least ones you did for me.

Early in our Lenten retreat we are faced with the ultimate test of our baptized life—what have you been doing for my little ones, the weakest and poorest and most forgotten of my sisters and brothers?

Coupled with the Leviticus passage about loving our neighbor as ourselves, there is no doubt what we are being asked in these first days of our Lenten sojourn.  If our holiness is to approach the holiness of God, it will grow from our compassion for others—those whom we feed and clothe and visit and shelter and care for.  But it’s more than what we do for others.  It’s what we see and embrace in others—the face of God, the person of Christ.  Our neighbor or the one in prison or the person in shabby clothes has a name and a history.  And they teach us to walk humbly with our God.

Where have we especially heard the cry of the broken? The cry of the blood?

How can we walk more closely with the poor this Lent?

Reflection by:  Rev. John Wolf, C.PP.S. (Kansas City Province)

First Tuesday of Lent – February 19, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34; Matthew 6:7-15

St. Gaspar


“The more one prays, the more good can be done.” (Letter No. 424 to Fr. Giovanni Caroni )

“Let us develop everything by the use of prayer.” (Letter 467 to Fr. Adriano Maria Tarulli )

“Prayer and confidence in God’s goodness must be the anchor of our salvation and the Lord’s peace must always abound in our souls.” (Letter No. 110 to Countess Lucrezia Ginnasi)

“Especially let us be strong in mental prayer, the food and life of the soul.  May our lives be holy and productive of holiness.” (Letter No. 183 to Fr. Angelo Antonini)
Here, then, is the method which I would like to have you adopt: 


1. After the noon meal, no application of the mind.  Rather, a visit to the church, a bit of a walk into the countryside at a scheduled time, and a few soft, ejaculatory prayers will be sufficient, or, a brief glance into your relationship with God as seen through all things.  It will be useful for you to sing the praises of the things of God, as found, for example, in the Psalms etc.; but also, a bit of the customary repose, since you are obliged likewise to preserve your health.


2. Meditations made from books are no longer your thing, but, rather, at an opportune time in the morning to place yourself in a state of silence.  Do nothing, but only listen to the voice of God.  You might say: “Lord, here I am at your beck and call.” Allow your heart to speak with God, uttering its deep affection; do not get into reflective thoughts, except those that God himself arouses; rather, say:  “Lord speak to your servant . . . oh would that I had always loved you.”  Then, look with tender glances at the crucifix and be filled with sentiments of confidence and trust in the Lord.


3. Offer only a few vocal prayers.  Maintain a continuous realization of the presence of God; utter continual stream of aspirations as an incessant plea in the presence of God.


4. However, be occupied also in external works ... the Oratory ... the sick.  All of this, of course, depending on your strength.  Try this method for a bit, and you will begin to see the effects. (Letter No. 1451 to Mr. Giovanni Francesco Palmucci)

The Lord teaches his disciples to pray.  Prayer is so central to this intimate relationship. This prayer he teaches is so simple, we learn this as children.  It is so complete, the ancients call it the summary of the whole gospel and use it as an outline for their treatises on Prayer.  So direct and intimate it is addressed to “Abba.”  How comfortable are we to call God, “daddy”?  Sometimes we seem to have trouble using such familial terms with God so we resort to the more proper and formal “Father.”  Jesus rests easily and trustfully in that intimate communion with his Father, and he, in this prayer, gives us too the capacity for God.  We can scarcely contain the whole world, yet we have been given the privilege of being home for God.  This intimate communion with God and the realization of his mercy leads us to forgiveness of others and communion with all.  For St. Gaspar prayer was the key to everything, to heaven itself.  It was the anchor. (See page 15 of SPI)  It would accomplish everything and nothing could be accomplished without it.

Describe how it feels to be able to speak with God as with a friend?

What do I want to accomplish this week?  
How have I made prayer part of the plans?

How do I hear the call to service and forgiveness in this prayer?
Reflection by:  Rev. Jeffrey Keyes, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)
First Wednesday of Lent – February 20, 2013
Readings:  Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51; Luke 11:29-32

Nineveh, Jerusalem, Dayton, village, town, city, metropolis – all these places and others have heard the words  “. . . these are evil times with evil people. . . .”  All want a sign, a miracle to prove that God is with us.  Yet, they don't see the presence of God or notice the gifts that God has given.

Jesus says the experience of Jonah, the wisdom of Solomon expressed to the Queen of Sheba and even His very own words have been put aside.  They have not been listened to.  How can we be so foolish?

We live in a time of war, of natural disasters, of social injustices, of people hungering for both physical and spiritual food.  God is speaking to us – today!  How willing are we to give up creature comforts, having our own way, our self-centered lives?  Are we ready to reach out to those who have so little?  Will we enter the belly of the fish, make the journey to the cross, be buried in the tomb?  Will we have resurrection joy at the end of Lent?

It takes hard work, determination and the donning of sackcloth to put aside the sin we recognize in ourselves.  Only when we have done this, can we walk across our cities and preach the message of repentance as did Jonah, Jesus, Gaspar, Maria Anna Brunner, Theresa Weber and Maria de Mattias. Listen and open your hearts you chosen ones of the Lord.

What will be your time in the belly of the whale this Lent?

Reflection: by:  Sister Rose Wildenhaus, C.PP.S. (Dayton, Ohio)
First Thursday in Lent – February 21, 2013
Readings:  Esther C:12,14-16,23-25; Psalm 138; Matthew 7:7-12

How easy it is for us to take time off from prayer!  We can easily find something else, something ‘better’ to do.  Then comes along a challenging moment in our lives and we decide that we again need to pray.  This seemed like that kind of moment for Queen Esther.  

It happened that the King’s high official wanted to kill off all the Jews.  However, if she entered the King’s inner court to plead for her people without being summoned, she could be killed.  Then her foster father Mordecai called upon her to remember her Jewish people and humble beginnings.  Not knowing what to do Esther worshipped God and remembered God’s promise to her people Israel.  Then she asked God for the words to speak so that the people could be saved from destruction.  In the end she trusted God to protect them as He had promised.  

Maybe we too can take a lesson from Esther and pray to God when we have a difficult situation to deal with.  For we are promised in the Gospel that if we ask God for good things they will be given to us because God really cares for us.  We really can’t make it on our own.  Let us start praying before we even have a need that we can’t handle and may we continue to pray to God for help even after our worries pass.  

Set a prayer time each day.  

Read the Book of Esther to better understand her story.

Reflection by:  Rev. Joseph Grilliot, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)
First Friday of Lent – February 22, 2013
Readings: 1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23; Matthew 16:13-19
 Chair of Peter, Apostle
St. Gaspar

The Archconfraternity under the very noble title of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, established by your Holiness at the altar of the Crucifix in S. Nicola in Carcere, which has as its principle objective the propagation of the devotion and the frequenting of the sacraments by the people, not finding any better means for succeeding in this sublime purpose than the promotion of the practice of holy Missions, already carried out in various dioceses . . . so as to attain the aimed-for objective of the institution of the Archconfraternity, that is, that souls will be cleansed in the Blood of the Redeemer through the Sacrament of Penance.  (Letter to Pius VII, November 1818, petitioning the Holy Father for various faculties for the preaching of Missions.)
He is our shepherd.  Because Jesus while praying to the Father calls out to us with inexpressible groanings, (
Cf. Rm. 8:26) he is also the Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. (Cf. Jn. 10:15)  But in seeking his little flock, how reddened is the path of the good shepherd with blood.  How costly we are to Jesus, oh [you his] faithful ones!  He calls out to us with as many mouths as he has wounds.  He shows us his opened heart: “Come,” he says, to cleanse yourself in this blood.  (From the Treatise by St. Gaspar del Bufalo, “In omnibus divites factis in Illo”  The treatise is based on the text of 1 Cor. 1:5: “In everything you have been enriched in him.”)
We do not normally celebrate feasts about furniture. This feast focuses on the ministry of Peter, on his mission of teaching and on the unity of faith.

As we believe in the Word made flesh, in salvation becoming visible to us, we also rejoice in the visible church, in the outward signs of its sacraments, and in the word remaining visible in the ministries of the church and in the charity exercised among its members.  Without that visible principle of unity in the successor of Peter we could well spin off into competing ideologies and theories, based on our own opinions and our individual efforts.  Instead we belong to the body of Christ recognizing that the successor of Peter fills that office as head of the Body. 

St. Gaspar had a great respect for the office and ministry of the Holy Father.  He suffered exile with Pope Pius VII, rejoiced in his return to Rome, and responded to his wishes in exercising this ministry.  He was also deeply pained with the Holy Father’s criticism based on false information, and he was not afraid to challenge the Holy Father on his decisions about the town of Sonnino.

The readings today challenge us on our willingness to serve as shepherds, to pour out our lives for another.  As Jesus chose Peter, he also chooses us to follow him in a particular way, to give of ourselves in service to one another.  St Gaspar is our example in his respect for the Successor of Peter, but also in his desire to shepherd the people in the Redeeming love of Christ.

Whom am I called to shepherd?

What can I do to further the unity of my family, of my church?

What must I do to gain greater respect for the Office of the Holy Father?

Reflection by:  Rev. Jeffrey Keyes, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)

First Saturday of Lent – February 23, 2013
Readings:  Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm: 119; Matthew 5:43-48
Jesus said to his disciples on the mountain, “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.”   I have heard this passage of scripture many times over in the course of my life and each time I hear it I cringe.    How can I love my enemies?  I can try to ignore them; I can try to understand them; I can try not to hate them.  But Jesus says I must LOVE them.  I’m sure He means the agape kind of love besides! – the kind that’s unconditional, sacrificial, and that looks out for the best interests of the other.  When I reflect on that hard saying in the Gospel, I am drawn to prayer at the foot of the cross.  I pray that God will give me the ability to love my enemies, some of which have done me considerable harm.  I pray that God will give me an all-embracing heart.  I pray that God will teach me to love as he loves and to see others as he sees them.  When it comes down to it, Jesus died on the cross, not just for me, but also for my enemies.  Jesus loves them as much as he loves me.  He forgives them as much as he forgives me on that cross in Calvary and with his shed blood.  
The second half of Jesus’ saying is a little easier for me to swallow, the part where Jesus asks me to pray for those who persecute me.  I really believe in the power of prayer to convert hearts, both my own and those of others, so that all of us better reflect the image of God in our world and our lives.  I’m sure Jesus knew how difficult this saying was when he said it to his disciples, and I’m also sure that he will give us the grace to do that which he asks of us at each moment of every day.  Gaspar said, “Let us joyfully carry the Cross, let us live by the Cross, let us die with the Cross.”(Letter 2959)  Simple yet profound words from a man who lived the passion of Christ intensely each day of his life. 
Let us take some time today to think of our enemies, to see them as Jesus sees them, and to love them.  Let us take some time today to pray for our persecutors too.  In so doing, perhaps God will give us the grace this Lenten season to be more like Him in thought and deed.      

Reflection by:  Rev. Sam D’Angelo, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)
Second Sunday of Lent – February 24, 2013     

Readings:  Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 9:28B-36
We can look at the Lenten experience in one of two ways.  We can view it as a time of deprivation, or we can view it in more positive terms as an opportunity for growth.  Naturally, the Church wants us to see this time in a positive spirit because Lent offers people the opportunity for transformation.

Images of mystery, wonder and marvelous transformation dominate and animate today’s readings.  We hear the words of promise as we continue on our Lenten journey, as we move into an ever-deeper awareness of the invitation Jesus holds for us:  an intimate relationship with God and an experience of the glory of Christ.  Luke tells us that Jesus went up a mountain to pray.  There he became transfigured.  His face changed and his garments became dazzlingly white.  This manifestation prefigured the glory that would come to him through his death and resurrection, the shedding of his blood and its corresponding life-infusing grace.  God leads his Son through moments of suffering and joy, humiliation and exaltation, death and life.  This, in fact, is the transformation, which is at the heart of Lent.

We are also drawn to the experience of Abram and of the other disciples in their encounter with the Other which was at once awe-inspiring and terrifying.  God has the last word each time:  God speaks; each person has a new awareness as a result; each responds with silence.  “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

Attentive listening.  Openness.  Silence.  All these seem appropriate Lenten characteristics, attitudes that will certainly allow us to experience Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection.  How do we reconcile this promise of glory, for example, with our everyday lives?  Is the glory of the Lord visible in a society with hungry children, homeless people sleeping outdoors, brutal and terrifying crimes, a growing sense of apathy and loneliness?  Where is the glory of the Lord, our transfiguring relationship when we ignore the vulnerable, the sick, and the needy?

The world is not a stage upon which a play is enacted.  Rather, the world is a part of God’s kingdom of truth and life.  The truth is that we ourselves are on a journey and it is not a death march.  We have been transformed through the shedding of Christ’s blood to become children of God.  
Reflection by:  Rev. Mario Cafarelli, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)

Second Monday of Lent – February 25, 2013
Readings:  Daniel 9:4-10; Psalm 79; Luke 6:36-38

Today’s gospel passage reminds us that we are to be active in the practice of our faith.  Christ’s teaching does not consist in not doing things but in doing them.  Jesus gave us the Golden Rule which bids us do to others as we would have them do to us. William Barclay points out in his commentary on this passage that this rule exists in many writers of many creeds in its negative form. For example, Hillel, one of the great Jewish Rabbis, was asked by a man to teach him the whole law while he stood on one leg.  He answered, ‘What is hateful to thee, do not to another.’ And the Stoics had as one of their basic rules, ‘What you do not wish to be done to yourself, do not you do to any other.’ 

These examples, rather than focusing one’s energy on bringing about something positive, something which is good, focus avoiding.  When a person’s focus is on not upsetting anyone or doing something that others may not agree with, we move away from basic Christian teaching.  Yes we may have ‘peace’ but do we have relationship?  Christ’s teaching commands us to go out to help others.  The very essence of a Christian’s faith life is to work to create community, to call others to be in relationship to Christ and to one another.  But when the emphasis is on refraining from doing something we lose the true power of today’s gospel. 

To go forth and do this work of our Lord is risky, even within our own communities. Nevertheless, Jesus is calling each of us to a higher standard.  He is commanding us to take the extra step and to take the risk that comes from following the words we read today.  In the living of our day, how might you look to be a person of compassion today?  In the rush of today’s activities, how might you be less judgmental and more forgiving?  In the dreams that give you hope, how might you live those dreams into reality?

Reflection by:  Rev. Joseph Bathke, C.PP.S. (Kansas City Province) 

Second Tuesday of Lent – February 26, 2013 

Readings: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Psalm 50; Matthew 23:1-12

 Whatever our level of activity or place in the economy of life we like to know where we stand. If given responsibility we protect our right to do whatever task is given us. In Jesus' time the disciples knew the structure in organized Judaism: Priests, Masters, Teachers. Jesus was turning things upside down as he insisted that the place to begin is the bottom, to be servant.

The reading from Isaiah also leads us to that place of humility where we know that we are sinners, poor and dependent on the grace of God. Yet we remain aware that we are sinners loved wholeheartedly by God. And it is with this wholehearted love that, when we allow it to fill our hearts, there is no task either too small or too big for our attention.    

I am reminded of our Mother Augusta Volk who was called to serve the community at many tasks including leadership during very trying times. Toward the end of her life, in reflecting on her vocation she writes to the sisters, "If the Lord demands much of us, he will give us much ...pray that I do it right and only because God so will (p. 109, A Time to Sow). In the midst of each of our lives we are called to live out God's redeeming love in that place where we are called and sent. Although we are sinners we know that we are sinners redeemed in His saving love.

 

When have you been challenged to see a difficult situation as an opportunity to be a witness for God's saving love?

 

Reflection by: Sister Ellen Orf, CPPS (O’Fallon, Missouri)

Second Wednesday of Lent – February 27, 2013 

Readings:  Jeremiah 18: 18-20;  Psalm 31; Matthew 20:17-28

PERSECUTION:  Jeremiah and Jesus both deal with it in today’s readings.  Matthew’s context hits us “between the eyes.”  The story of the two disciples arguing about the highest place in heaven is put right after the third prediction of the passion, and the lesson is explicitly stated:  “Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink?”
Possibly the persecution we experience is more like that of Jeremiah.  People “carefully note our every word,” taking things in ways we never meant them, remembering unfortunate things that slipped off our tongues forever, despite our apologies.  Sometimes those who don’t like us find others who don’t like us and build a negative persona about us.  Election times in our Congregations are often plagued with these kinds of experiences for those being considered for office.  

PERSECUTION:  Whatever the experience in your life, no one gets through life being universally loved and praised.  Part of our journey to holiness is in how we deal with it:  how do we handle the internal feelings that rise up in us?  How do we respond without becoming either victim doormats or aggressors?  How do we heal from the hurts?  Lent always invites us to do the inner work about these questions.  
Eucharist invites us to the inner reconciliation and healing of persecution.  At our next Eucharist, let’s take our most severe critic, and our own sore heart, to the Lord.  

Reflection by:  Sister Mary Garascia, C.PP.S.  (Dayton, Ohio)
Second Thursday of Lent – February 28, 2013
Readings:  Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1;  Luke 16:19-31

 

Few, if any, would accuse us of “dressing in purple and linen and feasting splendidly every day.” (Luke 16:19)  Yet, we do sit at an extraordinary table by reason of our commissions, ordinations, and credentials.  Our table is heavy with food and drink flowing freely from the Eucharist that binds us together.  Our table is heavy with gifts flowing from the Blood that, too, binds us together:  gifts of reconciliation, mercy, care, love. . . .  This table is not reserved for our own delight.  Around it lie all of the hungry ones, hungry for what we might be tempted to consider our own.  Hungry for union or re-union with the Eucharistic Table.  Hungry to be reconciled… to receive mercy . . . to be cared for . . . to be loved. . . .  
Do we make it easier for them to eat and drink of the Eucharist and Blood abundance of what we enjoy or do we limit our giving to scraps and crumbs?  Do we make it easier for the hungry and thirsty to be reconciled with us and with each other?   Do we make it easier for them to feel cared for and loved?  Or, do we demand too many conditions before we share our abundance?  Or even keep them away from what we enjoy?  Is there any spiritual gift given so freely to us that we deny to others?  
Lent is a time to look at our Table and the hungry ones reaching out to eat and drink. 

 

Reflections by:  Dr. Greg Dues  (Amicus)
Second Friday of Lent – March 1, 2013
Readings:  Genesis 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28; Psalm 105; Matthew 21:33-43,45-46

In today’s first reading, it seems that we can identify with each character.
There is Israel who loves Joseph.   We are like Israel, having a person that has caught our heart’s attention, one that no matter what s/he does, we somehow see the good in her/him.  

At times, we are like a Joseph – the one loved.  Someone thinks we’re special, that we can do no harm.  

Sometimes we are like the siblings that resent the special treatment someone else is getting.  We think, “Why is s/he special?  Life is not fair and I’m always the one at the short end.  Why me?   I’ll get even.”
We can identify with the loyalty of Reuben.  He loves Joseph and doesn’t want any harm done to him so he gives them a plan.  That’s the planner, the worker in us.  Let’s do this to protect the loved one. 
Sometimes, we’re part of the caravan, traveling on our path.  Someone or something interferes with our journey and our life is different.  That interference could be as simple as a thought and it challenges our perceptions.  It could be an awareness of an injustice and we no longer can remain silent.  It could be learning we have a disease.  It could be dealing with an elderly parent/community member with their diminishment in health.  Or knowing that someone we love is dying.  Our journey shifts and we are changed.

What role do I play today? 

What is my attitude about other people, me, God?

Reflection:  Sister Joan Hornick, ASC (US Region)

Second Saturday of Lent – March 2, 2013
Readings:  Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalm 103; Luke 15:1-3,11-32

“But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.”  His father could have been a missionary of the precious blood, given his response to his wayward son!  He wasn’t focused on what his son had done wrong; he wasn’t looking at whether his wayward son was truly contrite before offering forgiveness; he wasn’t even worried about what had happened with all that he had given his son.  No, his heart was filled with compassion.  
Before his arrival, I’ll bet that the father went looking out into the distance each day waiting to catch even a glimpse of his son.  During those days, he must have tried to imagine the trials and tribulations that his son must have been undergoing.  He must have hoped that one day his wayward son would return, so that he could be his father once more.  And finally that day arrived.  Is it any wonder then that he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him?!  
We too are being challenged by this Gospel to have the attitude of the father in welcoming the estranged, in showing hospitality to the alienated, in restoring to full relationship those persons who may feel that they cannot possibly be forgiven by God because of something they may have done in life.  Gaspar once wrote, “Approach Jesus with thirst and speak to him in the tender language of love.”  If we have cultivated this attitude in our prayer lives, we too will be the embodiment of God’s love to those who have been longing for it in their hearts, much like that wayward son who discovers the welcoming tender embrace of a father who rejoices at the return of his son.

Reflection by:  Rev. Sam D’Angelo, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)
Third Sunday of Lent – March 3, 2013
Readings:  Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; Psalm 103; 1Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9
Most young people, especially in the past, did not really like the season of Lent.  The reason for this was simple due to the insistence of the Church and their parents to give up something that they liked, such as eating chocolate or watching television.  For young people this can be an experience of difficulty and futility, especially since we live in a society that can give us anything we want.  Of course, the Church and parents had in mind only the spiritual welfare of their children.

The Church, like a good parent, has our spiritual welfare in mind during the season of Lent, but we have to rise above our limitations to appreciate its value.  In the three-year cycle, the Church relates Lent to three realities of our life of faith.

The first reality is the Paschal Mystery, the death and resurrection of Jesus, which brings about our salvation.  The Church developed Lent specifically as a preparation for the celebration of this important event at Easter.  The Paschal Mystery is at the heart of our faith in Christ.

The second reality deals with Christian initiation.  Very early in our history, it became clear that the most appropriate time to introduce new members into the Church was at the time the Church was celebrating its birth.  Lent became a season of special preparation for baptism, and Easter was understood to be the ideal time for the celebration of this sacrament or for its renewal.

The third reality is repentance and renewal.  The Church recognizes that Easter is the time for Catholics to be reconciled to God and his Church.  Each year one reality takes on a prominence, and this year is the time for us to focus on repentance.

This Sunday we will hear Jesus refer to horrible tragedies that had occurred recently.  From these two situations he draws a lesson for us to think not of the sins of the victims but of our own need for repentance.

All three realities are present in every Lent, but this year we should turn our attention to our need for repentance.  To allow Christ and our fellow Christians to tend to our souls so that we may bear fruit that is worthy of our calling.  This Lenten season should not be a time for us to give up things, but a time for us to increase our efforts to continue Christ’s work in the world today.

Reflection by:  Rev. Mario Cafarelli, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)

Third Monday of Lent – March 4, 2013
Readings:  2 Kings 5:1-15b; Psalm 42; Luke 4:24-30

After the return from Exile the Israelite people became very possessive of their God.  They felt that God chose to save them, and only them.  The prophets Elisha and Elijah warned the people that this God is a God for all people.  In the Gospel reading Jesus makes reference to the days of Elisha and Elijah when he addressed the people in the synagogue who were challenging him about his ministry to those outside their circle.  Jesus makes reference to the widow of Zarephath who was fed and to the leper, Naaman the Syrian, who was cured.  Jesus pointed out that God shows mercy in God's time, place and people.
There is a familiar phrase most of us have heard:  “It isn't always about you!”  In the middle of Lent, when we tend to get a little lackadaisical with our Lenten resolve, these readings may remind us that this really is about God's way and God's people.  This is the time to make our prayer that of Naaman's:  “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.” When we recognize this God to be a God for all then we can humble ourselves and call upon God to bless, grace, heal and love all people.  We are reminded in the paschal mystery that Jesus Christ died for ALL people.  

 

There may be people I so readily exclude.  Maybe I can make an extra effort to lift them in a special way at Eucharist and in my personal prayer.
How can I reach beyond my personal boundaries and bring healing and bread to those who are in need?

Reflection by:  Rev. Al Ebach, C.PP.S. (Kansas City Province)
Third Tuesday of Lent – March 5, 2013
Readings:  Daniel 3; Psalm 25; Matthew 18:21‑35


St. Gaspar

What sort of life are we to follow?  Not the walls that enclose us, nor solely the Rule which guides us, will make us saints.  Holiness is the result of mortifying the passions and of prayerful union with God.  Indulging in self-love, lacking docility and respect, failing to love our Society deeply, or maintaining harmony among yourselves --- all of this constitutes opposition to the spiritual life.  May heaven protect you against such diabolical evils. (from the Second Circular Letter, 1827)

Each day we pray the Lord’s Prayer and we ask God to forgive us as we forgive.  We have already seen that there are no limits to God's extravagant generosity.  “In Christ and in his blood we have been redeemed and our sins forgiven, so immeasurably generous is God's favor for us.” (Eph 1:7)  We who have been forgiven much by the Lord are now being asked to make this same generosity visible still by offering forgiveness without limits, to live without limits.  Jesus is not interested in us becoming bitter, angry, vengeful people because of wrongs done to us.  He wants us to be bearers of this generous forgiveness so that we may become more like him.  When he asks us to forgive others he is asking us to act in our own best self interest.   Lacking the docility and respect that enables us to love and forgive is for St. Gaspar a great tragedy. 

Whom do I need to forgive?

Do I need to forgive myself?

How readily to I carry a grudge?

Reflection by:  Rev. Jeffrey Keyes, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)

Third Wednesday of Lent – March 6, 2013
Readings:  Deuteronomy 4:1,5-9; Psalm 147; Matthew 5:17-19

 Moses, after exhorting his people to observe the laws diligently says, “For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him?”  Jesus said of the law “I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.”  According to Carroll Stuhlmueller, “Deuteronomy resonated the attitude of Jesus; it spoke to his best self more easily than many other books in the Bible.” (Biblical Meditations for Lent) 

If we are followers of Jesus, how do we grow into this attitude?  How do we do our part in fulfilling the law?  It seems to me that following Jesus requires us to acknowledge the nearness of our God – emptying ourselves of self and calling out to God to be with us – letting the wisdom of the ages enfold us – speaking, not with our own voice but with the voice of the Blood which became one with the earth.   Did not Jesus say “Do this in memory of me?”

How do I experience the nearness of God?

What happens when I do not have the attitude of Jesus?

“As we experience our limitations in the struggle to meet daily challenges we come to realize that the work is not ours, but God's.” (Way of Life: paragraph 24)

Let us pray, then, with the psalmist  


I call with all my heart; Lord, hear me,


I will keep your commands.


I call upon you, save me and I will do your will.


I rise before dawn and cry for help,


I hope in your word.


My eyes watch through the night to ponder your promise.


You, O Lord, are close:  your commands are truth.


Long have I known that your will is established forever.  

                                                (Ps. 119: 145 - 148, 151 - 152)  

Reflection by:  Sister Amy Junk, C.PP.S. (Dayton, Ohio)

Third Thursday of Lent – March 7, 2013
Readings:  Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95; Luke 11:14-23

Now is the time, Now is the day (2 Corinthians 6:2) to look inward and make a necessary assessment, to come before the Lord and recommit to doing God’s work and following God’s way.  What is my relationship with Jesus who is the way, the truth and the life? (John 14:6)  It is his very flesh and blood which I consume each time I receive Holy Communion.  Jesus says “my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in her/him.” (John 6:55-56)

As I actively partake of the precious body and blood of my Lord and my God, do I assent to being the heart, hands and voice of my God wherever I go and in whatever I do or say?  Today these thoughts stir within my being, jarring my complacent attitude, alerting me to be attentive. 
Today’s psalm rings within the ears of my being.  If today you hear his voice, harden not your heart.  (Psalm 95:1)  My voice murmurs mea culpa as I realize that I have sinned in both what I have done and in what I have failed to do.  Without realizing it I have allowed myself to be immersed in the rampant materialism of our time while neglecting the poor everywhere present – abandoned children, lonely elderly, struggling single families, uncared for street people, the destitute of our own and other countries.  The cry for help goes up to the heavens – who will hear the cry of the poor?  You, my Lord hear every desperate soul (Psalm 34) and you have given me ears anointed to hear and a tongue anointed to proclaim goodness and peace in addition to an able body and a healthy mind with which to respond.  Now I come before you admitting my guilt and asking myself if I am I willing to open my eyes and see the injustice which abounds?  Am I ready to speak out on behalf of justice?  Do my actions correspond to the creed I profess each week?  Am I willing to recommit myself to your way of love, my Lord and my God?  

Now is the time, Now is the day!  O God, help me to bridge the gap between the faith I profess each Sunday and the life I live throughout the week.  You have called me by name at my Baptism and have anointed my head and my heart at Confirmation.  You have given me your very body and blood to nourish and sustain me as I journey through this Lenten season.  Come now in the power of your Divine Spirit to release the bonds of pride, selfishness, and cowardice which keep me silent and safe, solitary and stingy.  Let my voice echo the “Amen” of your holy company of angels and saints and the “Ave” of Mary my mother, that unique example of total commitment to you and your way.

Today’s gospel (Luke 11:17) gives a reminder that “A kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste and house will fall against house.”  How does the Eucharist which I receive keep me connected and in solidarity with Jesus and his glorious kingdom?  Let my actions today be actions of kindness and mercy prompted by my softened heart which pulses with the tender heartbeat of Jesus.

Reflection by:  Margaret Mary Saliga  (Companion, Cincinnati Province)
Third Friday of Lent – March 8, 2013
Readings:  Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81; Mark 12:28-34

The Invitation

Today’s readings place before us an invitation. Hosea invites us to “come back to Yahweh.” Mark’s gospel invites us to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength” and “to love your neighbor as yourself.”   

Sounds pretty simple, doesn’t it? Turn back to Yahweh; love God; love your neighbor as yourself and you shall be “not far from the kingdom of God.” Of course such an invitation holds its challenges as well as its blessings. Who are our neighbors? Can we expand that invitation to those not typically included in our circle? What about inviting to the table those who are lost, lonely, heavily burdened or simply different due to personality, culture, or race? Why not those segregated by society and considered unworthy?  

Before we can extend such an invitation we must first come to love ourselves. To the degree we accept and love ourselves with our shortcomings and blemishes we can, without fear or exclusion, move into relationship with others as new neighbors. What will we receive from such a grace-full stance? Our ASC Constitution reminds us that when we pray with confidence the Spirit of God will “continue to pour into our hearts the fullness of charity.” What will our congregation receive in return? “Our congregation will then become an ever more credible witness of God’s tender love of which the Blood of Jesus is vibrant sign and unending covenant pledge.”(ASC Constitution, #2)

Who in your life is anxiously waiting for an invitation to your table? 

Reflection by: Sister Susan Reeves, ASC (US Region) (deceased)

Third Saturday  of Lent – March 9, 2013
Readings:  Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51; Luke 18:9-14

Jesus told this parable….  “the Pharisee standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people:  thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.”  Are we like the Pharisee in this Gospel story?   Are we so infatuated with ourselves, with our achievements, our programs, our progress in the spiritual life that our hearts and minds are clouded to the fact that the grace of God is responsible for every good work and success that we have achieved in our lives?  Do we think that we can earn salvation by what we do?  Do we have a humble estimation of ourselves or do we think God could benefit from our consultation?  
It is easy to get into the mindset that we are better than other people when we fail to empathize with others, fail to get to know the stories of their hard lives, fail to make any effort to change the sometimes systemic societal pitfalls which are sometimes responsible for keeping people destitute, hungry and in desperate want of the basic necessities of life.  It is easy to think that our actions are contributing to our salvation rather than acknowledging God’s salvation as a free gift for all.  Gaspar wrote, “I love a humble spirit, yes indeed, but not one that is servile, humble by recognizing that all comes from God, but at the same time magnanimous with God.”(Letter 1772)
Perhaps we can take some today to appreciate all that God has given us and to make a resolution to reach out to someone who is in need of our compassion and our love.   

Reflection by:  Rev. Sam D’Angelo, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)
Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 10, 2013
Readings:  1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13a; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

The readings for today have, for me, an echo of Christmastime.
“He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.”

What was, really, the message of Christmas time?  Jesus came into this world, not specifically to die on a cross.  (How do you reconcile a “loving and merciful God” with one who would “send his Son to suffer and die,” even for ‘our sins’!) 
Didn’t God ‘send His Son’ to teach us how to live?  I do believe that God came to save us by showing us, personally, how to avoid the pitfalls of separating ourselves from God’s loving embrace.  But “His own received Him not,” because “humans look at the appearances.”  Jesus was crucified because human beings wanted to get Him out of the way so that He wouldn’t continue to disturb their self-righteous complacency.
In John’s passage about the man who was blind from birth the disciples ask if it is because of his sin, or that of his parents.  “Blind from birth,” and they ask if he’s being punished for his sins!!  So what have we learned from Jesus’ answer?  (This one and so many others.)  Don’t we still like to find someone or something to blame for everything that goes wrong around us? 

Jesus didn’t say that the man or his parents had not sinned.  Jesus DID say that God is not limited or stymied or discombobulated by our sins.  God tells us, over and over again, to look beyond the appearances, beyond the current situation, and recognize the power of God to overcome the limits that we put on ourselves and on one another, and to get rid of the judgments that keep us hemmed in by the fears that keep us “in the darkness.”
Back to the first reading.  God asks, “How long are you going to stand around lamenting the loss” (of Saul)?  Do we get the message - that we should not “stand around” lamenting all the darkness that we experience in our daily lives?  How can we – you, I, our congregations – to “fill our horns with oil” and go spread some light and hope around our world?
 Reflection by:  Sister Josepha Bauer, C.PP.S. (O’Fallon, Missouri)

Fourth Monday of Lent – March 11, 2013




Readings:  Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30; John 4:43-54

Today’s gospel is the cure of the son of the royal official of Capernaum who was sick.  The miracle is contained within an act of faith of the official, who puts his faith in Jesus.  The official wants Jesus to come and cure his son.  Jesus says the boy will live and the official then goes back home.  On his way home his slaves tell him the boy is alive.  As remarkable as the miracle and dialogue is, the last lines of the gospel are the ones I want to point out.  Not only does the royal official come to believe but his whole household believes.  It is this extra push toward making believers of others that is so important for our Church.  
Too often we do not take that final push in our ministry and in our lives.  For example:  We put much effort on parental preparation for baptism but less effort on continuing the relationship between parish and family after the baptism is over.  I am amazed at how much structure our parishes and institutions have which fails to take full advantage of the influence that Church and ministers have in the life of the people.  We work hard at getting people to a sacramental moment and then leave them once the moment is over.  This wonderful gospel finishes the process by saying that not only does the official believe but his whole house as well.  Our schools work hard at education in the faith, but we lose touch with our young people after they graduate.  Rarely do we take another step in evangelization, thinking that after the sacramental moment, or graduation, or a funeral is over we must move on to the next task.  But these key moments can often lead us to assist people in making a further act of faith in God by continuing our relationship with them.  
Our precious blood spirituality can move us to complete the cycle of faith we see here in today’s gospel.  Are we finishing our tasks or leaving them incomplete?

Reflection by:  Rev. James Urbanic, C.PP.S. (Kansas City Province)
Fourth Tuesday of Lent – March 12, 2013
Readings:  Ezekiel  47:1‑9, 12; Psalm 46; John 5:1‑3,5‑16  

St. Gaspar

Let us have recourse incessantly to the fountains of Jesus which are his wounds.  In them the thirsty soul, like the stag, quenches its thirst with the very sweet waters that are the symbols of the Lord's graces.  Indeed, in those fountains we will always find every benefit. (to Luigia del Bufalo, Letter 3669, Strokes of the Pen V)

May our soul be like the dove near mystical waters and let us quench our thirst in Jesus and with Jesus. ... When I use the word always, I mean to say that, in addition to the time that is provided for us to be engaged in this religious adoration, our hearts should ever remain united to the Sacred Tabernacle, the center of peace and of salvation. Also, in no way at all should the reception of communion be set aside. It brings healing to our small infirmities and gives us strength. (to Mother Maria Nazzarena De Castris, 9 May 1830, Letter 2034, Resources 23, pg 30) 
“Therefore, let us walk along the road of perfection, according to the rules that accompany our state of life; and with the crucifix ever before our eyes, let us repeat continuously: “mihi autem absit gloriari nisi in cruce Domini nostri J.X.,” (Galatians 6:14 mihi autem absit gloriari nisi in cruce Domini nostri Iesu  Christi per quem mihi mundus crucifixus est et ego mundo. (Vulgate) But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (NAB)) for the time will come when, blessed by God, we will be placed on the high throne of glory in the blessed Jerusalem. Amen.” (from Letter No. 42 to Msgr. Annibale Ginnasi, February-March, 1813, Resources 4, pg 8)
John's Gospel continues to be proclaimed during this later part of Lent as the catechumens prepare for baptism and the rest of us prepare our minds and hearts to renew the promises of our own baptism.  More than just a physical washing with water, the effect of Baptism is an interior change, cleansing and healing. 
This gospel reveals Jesus’ compassion and desire for our healing.  Yet we have to be open to more than just a physical washing and external healing.  Did this man believe?  Did he know the extravagant compassion of Jesus?  Did this healing turn him toward a new way of life, or was he still caught in external laws, customs and rules?  We shall never know the answers to those questions, but we can ask those questions of ourselves. 

In these fountains of the Lord's wounds, Gaspar teaches, we shall always find the benefit of the Lord's compassion and desire for our healing. Yet we must come with open and trusting hearts that will lead us along the roads to perfection. 

How do show my belief that Jesus desires my healing?

What healing do I desire?

How would I show I am willing to live a new life?

Reflection by:  Rev. Jeffrey Keyes, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)

Fourth Wednesday of Lent – March 13, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145; John 5:17-30

The Psalm tells us that God is kind and merciful, slow to anger and full of love.  This is our call to grow in prayer and in our relationship with God, especially through contemplative prayer, to ascertain what the Holy Spirit is saying to us today.  Sometimes we should give ourselves a rest from saying prayers so that we may enjoy God's love.  Let us fall in love with God over and over again as we live in God's presence wherever we are, wherever we go.

The Gospel tells us the Father loves the Son.  So loving is the Father and extravagant His love that He gave the gift of His Son to us and the Son left us a meal in remembrance.  In the time of Christ meals were sacred.  To break bread with someone was a pledge of solidarity and friendship.  Jesus carried on an extensive ministry of table-fellowship.  Do I practice the ministry of table-fellowship? Do I sit with different persons to get to know them?  Do I invite conversation and listen to others?

Eucharist is central in our lives.  Do I strive to deepen my Eucharistic prayer life by active participation at Holy Mass?  During this Year of Faith, let us contemplate this gift and accept the promise of God’s presence in the breaking of the bread.

Mary Beth went with her father to the corn fields and got lost on a cool autumn evening.  He searched and could not find her.  He called family, relatives, friends, and searched with a flashlight. Then he went to the town bar and asked drunks and hippies, who he hated, to come help.  They could not find her.  Finally a hippie said:  “Let's form a straight line across the field, hold hands and walk together across the field.”  Finally someone found her but she was dead.  The father said:  “My God, why didn't we hold hands sooner?”

Can we hold hands together before it is too late? 

Reflection by:  Sister Eizabeth Kammerer C.PP.S. (Dayton, Ohio)
Fourth Thursday of Lent – March 14, 2013
Readings:  Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106; John 5:31-47

While Moses was on the mountaintop for forty days to receive the laws of God, the people built a golden calf. God was furious at their violating the commandment he had given them not to worship other gods.  God told Moses that he was going to destroy those people and raise up a great new nation from Moses himself.

Some of us might think that Moses should have agreed with God’s decision to destroy the people.  Moses had delivered his people from slavery in Egypt.  He had led them safely through the Sea of Reeds.  He had provided food and water in the desert and he led them to the foot of Mount Sinai.  Moses had done all these things in the face of constant griping and resistance from his people. Why didn’t Moses jump at the chance to get the ungrateful Israelites off his back?  Moses was more concerned about the well-being of all his people rather than the personal benefit he would gain.  Moses interceded with God on behalf of his people.  God relented in the punishment he had intended to inflict.  

Are we also concerned about the well-being of all people, or are we focused only on ourselves?  Do we pray for the needs of others, or only for our own needs?  When others do not appreciate the things we have done for them, do we abandon them or do we remain alert to their needs and continue to help them, as God continues to love and care for us despite our failures?

Reflection by:  Rev. Mr. Dick Janowiecki (Companion, Cincinnati Province)
Fourth Friday of Lent – March 15, 2013
Readings:  Wisdom 2:1,12-22; Psalm 34; John 7:1-2,10,25-30

In today’s passage from Wisdom, the evil or wicked individuals reject the values and ways of the good.  In John’s gospel, the plots to kill Jesus are building!  He is the just one and He annoys the unjust because His actions disturb them.  Jesus is well aware of the plans to kill Him, yet He continues to do the work of His Father.

We, like Jesus, are called to hear the cry of those who are suffering or being persecuted.  Fr. Barry Fischer writes, “to live out our Precious Blood Spirituality and charism can lead us to conflict.  It is ‘asking for trouble,’ just as Christ’s option to walk compassionately with the poor and the outcast cost Him His life!  We can expect no less.”

If we are to truly live the charism we profess, we must be willing to share in the struggles of others.  We, too, will be “asking for trouble” and we don’t need to go far to find it.

Do I know someone who is suffering or feels persecuted?  That person could be as close as a fellow community member.

Reflection by:  Sister Marie Poland, ASC (US Region)

Fourth Saturday of Lent – March 16, 2013
Readings:  Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7; John 7:40-53

“Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.”  Those words, spoken by the chief priests and Pharisees were meant to discredit Jesus from consideration as the Messiah.   The priests and Pharisees were convinced that he was not the messiah because it didn’t fit their expectations of who the messiah was to be and what he was to be about.  And though the priests and Pharisees lived over 2,000 years ago, their mentality still can be found in our world, religious communities, and Church today.  
Do we ever pigeon-hole people because of our own perspectives or prejudices?  Do we ever close our minds because a particular issue in the Church or world is too sensitive or threatens us in some way?  Do we ever stifle another’s growth or creativity because we are unwilling to grow ourselves or maybe even change a long-held belief or way of doing something?  
These questions can be possible contemporary reflections from the above-mentioned scriptural verse.  Gaspar wrote, “I place everything in the hands of God, I want only what God wants.” (Letter # 3780)  If we were to adopt this attitude of Gaspar, would not our minds be set free, would not our hearts be more loving, would not our lives grow in greater holiness?    Perhaps we can take some time today to reflect on our own attitudes toward our preconceptions and to strive to overcome them through the power of God’s spirit dwelling within us.

Reflection by:  Rev. Sam D’Angelo, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)
Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 17, 2013 
Readings:  Ezekiel 37:12–14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45

"I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10)
One of my most favorite musicals as a child was Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella.  Cinderella had a special place by the ash pit.  She loved this spot for she could be whatever it is she wanted to be.  Growing up, I – like Cinderella – would love to “act out” parts stories only mine were of the Gospels.  I remember reading about Mary, Martha, and their brother Lazarus and how sad they were that he had died.  Although I liked pretending that I was Mary even if I felt more like Martha, my most favorite person to be was Lazarus. I would wrap myself up in toilet paper and "emerge from the tomb – ALIVE!"
As I reflect back on this memory I can’t help but think how it was the LIVING that I focused on rather than the dying of Lazarus. 
Jesus clearly states that he is the resurrection and the life!  Because of this virtue of the Spirit of Christ of which we receive at our Baptism I believe we become enriched within this special gift of Jesus’ resurrection and life!  What an awesome reminder and example of Life!

As we continue on this Lenten season, let us reflect on how Jesus is calling us to LIVE the mission of Jesus as it is expressed in his words:  “I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Reflection by: Sister Ginny Flowers, C.PP.S. (O’Fallon, Missouri)

Fifth Monday of Lent – March 18, 2013
Readings:  Daniel 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62; Psalm 23; John 8:12-20 
The first reading for today is the famous section in the Book of Daniel entitled “Susanna and the Elders.”  The story is quite familiar; the lesson is about the wisdom of God and the punishment of evil.  The story is told so well, with everyone being amazed at the wisdom of Daniel and the evilness of the two elders.  
For me the lesson is not so much that God is watching me constantly, but that at a moment’s notice I am capable of evil.  I know the commandments and I know right from wrong, yet my humanity is so evident, all the time, that it is a real struggle to be good and moral all of the time.  On the outside, I am never quite whom I am.  God knows both sides of me, whereas other people do not always know the ‘me’ that is inside.  By this I do not mean that I am bad to the core, but that God sees the real me, all the time.  The elders were evil and acted quickly.  Everyone was surprised at their actions.
The gospel reading is about the woman taken in adultery, a theme from the first reading.  Jesus is most forgiving of her, yet the sin is briefly commented on (‘from now on avoid this sin’).  Jesus is careful to separate the sin from the sinner:  the sinner is to be forgiven, the sin, avoided. Forgiveness is the heart of this great reading.  And this lesson is one of the most difficult we will ever learn.  This is the heart of the Lenten season, and I hope our hearts are turning toward the Lord more and more.  
Reflection by:  Rev. James Urbanic, C.PP.S. (Kansas City Province)
Fifth Tuesday of Lent – March 19, 2013
Readings:  2 Samuel 7:4-5,12-14,16; Romans 4:13,16-18,22;  Matthew 1:16,18-21,24
Solemnity of St. Joseph

“The Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the holy Spirit.’ ”  

Do not be afraid to plunge into God’s plan for you!  Do not be afraid to let the hand of God guide you when you don’t understand what is happening in your life!  Do not be afraid to let the Holy Spirit give birth to the Christ Child in the world!  Yet, time and time again, we are afraid.  We fear that God isn’t really directing the course of our lives.  We fear that perhaps the Holy Spirit is on vacation and has left no one in charge. 
Yet, time and time again, when we fear, we fail to let God’s action have any significant impact in our lives.  We fail to surrender our hearts and minds to the one who has called us to be His sons and daughters.  We fail to trust in God’s goodness – to work through sometimes inconceivably difficult circumstances or events, to redeem, to heal, to bring to completion something that will ultimately give God greater honor and glory.  
We must strive to take on the attitude of Joseph, who though he didn’t know how all that was said to him was to occur or why it was affecting his life, boldly followed the promptings of the Angel and submitted his life to God to be used as God wished.  Gaspar once wrote, “Be happy in the Lord, doing very quietly his lovable will and gently submitting yourself to it.” (Letter 1769)  May we submit ourselves to the Lord’s will in our lives and fear not, for God is with us. 

Reflection by:  Rev. Sam D’Angelo, C.PP.S. (Atlantic Province)
Fifth Wednesday of Lent – March 20, 2013
Readings:  Daniel 3:14-20,91-92,95; Psalm: Daniel 3:52-56; John 8:31-42
What an example of faith the three young men in today's first reading manifest!  They had been threatened with a tortuous death if they refused to obey the king’s command to worship an idol. Placing their faith and trust in the true God, they responded to the king, “If our God, whom we serve, can save us…may he save us!  But even if he will not, know, O king, that we will not serve your god. . . .”(Daniel 3:17-18)
These young men made no effort to defend themselves.  They were totally free, for they had surrendered themselves to God.  Filled with confidence in God and knowing God was with them, they sang His praises as they walked unharmed in the fiery furnace, “Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, praiseworthy and exalted above all forever. . . .” (Daniel 3:52)

In contrast to the faith of the young men in the reading from Daniel, some of the Jews depicted in today's Gospel did not accept Jesus as the longed-for Messiah.  Their pride and preconceived ideas held them in bondage.  They were not free to recognize God’s will in their lives.  Jesus admonished them, saying, “. . . the truth will set you free.” (John.8:32)  By both word and example Jesus manifests the way to true freedom by His surrender to God's will, “I did not come of my own will; it was he who sent me.”  (John. 8: 42b)

How do I daily surrender myself to the Lord?  There is strength in the realization of God’s presence with me.  
Do I appreciate the strength and courage I obtain by participation in the Liturgy of the Eucharist and Eucharistic adoration?

Reflection by:  Sister Kathryn Ann Gunther, C.PP.S. (Dayton, Ohio) (deceased)
Fifth Thursday of Lent – March 21, 2013
Readings:  Genesis 17:3-9; Psalm 105; John 8:51-59

To achieve His work of salvation within the frame of our history, God chose a special people through whom His promises came to all nations.  All Sacred History refers to this chosen people.  And so we can say that the call of Abraham was the first step of that Sacred History, but God's call was more than a call.  It included a double promise.  God would give to Abraham descendants and a land.  But more important than the promise was the covenant which he established between himself and Abram–now newly named Abraham.  Abram means venerated father and Abraham means father of a multitude.

At this point we enter Sacred History as children of God and members of that multitude.  As children of God our truth consists in living in accordance with our vocation as children of God the Father possessing the same faith as Abraham for it was his great faith that made him a beloved friend of God.

Is my faith deep enough to assure me of God's friendship and of a place in His beloved Son Jesus' kingdom of truth?

Reflection by:  Sister Vera Heile, C.PP.S.  (Dayton, Ohio) (deceased)
Fifth Friday of Lent – March 22, 2013
Readings:  Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm 18; John 10:31-42

Today’s readings are filled with feelings of suffering, terror, fear and weariness.  Jeremiah’s friends are ‘waiting for him to slip.’  His lot has been that of weariness.  But Jeremiah says: “Yahweh is with me, like a mighty champion.”   The God of hosts does test the just and probes their minds and hearts.  The life of Jesus is no less threatened and harassed.  “The Jews took up stones again to stone him.”  The psalmist responds to rock throwing, the writer proclaims:   “Yahweh is my rock, my fortress, my deliverer.”

Jesus challenged his oppressors to look at the works that he did in the name of his God.  By our fruits we shall be known.

Such was the story of our ancestors in our communities.  Many of them faced opposition from their communities, church authorities, and government officials; by their fruits we know them.

Rocks can be thrown in many ways: hidden agendas among us, duplicity in our words and actions, a lack of integrity in our motivations.  We can hear Jesus words, “By your fruits I will know you,”
As Precious Blood people, our fruits will be known as reconcilers, truth-tellers, compassionate listeners, and Eucharist-gatherers.

We might ask ourselves in Jesus presence: 


l. By what fruits am I known in my presence and in my ministry?


2. Do I throw rocks at the prophets in our midst?


3. How do I respond when I feel ‘rocks’ being hurled at me?

Reflection by:  Sister Therese Anne Kiefer, ASC  (US Region)
Fifth Saturday of Lent – March 23, 2013
Readings:  Ezekiel 37:21-28; Psalm: Jeremiah 31; John 11:45-56
“Continually bearing in our bodies the dying of Jesus, so that in our bodies the life of Jesus may also be revealed.”  (2 Corinthians 4:10)

This text reminds me daily of the Paschal Mystery celebrated on our altar and in my life daily.  As I reflected on the Word of God for this day of Lent, the Holy Spirit showed me this same mystery at work in these readings.

God sent His prophet Ezekiel to be with His people in exile in Babylon, and to bring them out of captivity back to Jerusalem.  Ezekiel began his ministry by reminding them that their captivity was caused by their own transgressions against their covenant with God.  Hearing this, they repented in sorrow.  Then Ezekiel gave them this consoling message from God:  “I will deliver them from all their sins of apostasy and cleanse them so that they may be my people and I may be their God.”

Reflecting on the Gospel, I was shocked and disappointed.  The Word of God that brought Lazarus from the tomb resulted in a decision to kill Jesus!  It is true that our response to God’s word always depends on the way we use our gift of free will.  Sadly, the Pharisees used their free will to plot the death of Jesus.  Caiaphas, the High Priest, responds:  “What are we to do with this man performing all sorts of signs?  Can’t you see it is better for one man to die than for the nation to be destroyed?”

While God brought about the Redemption in spite of the Pharisees’ evil designs, how different it could have been if they had accepted Him!  Do I fully realize the power entrusted to me in God’s gift of free will?  How am I using this gift today?  Jesus used his gift of free will to make the decision that brought eternal life to us all.  As Jesus’ disciple, how can I bring life to others as I follow in his footsteps?

Reflection by:  Sister Mary Pascal Schaeffer, C.PP.S. (O’Fallon, Missouri) (deceased)
Palm Sunday – March 24, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 22:14-23:56
Hosanna!    Crucify Him!

Such different shouts!  Most likely the same people.  Can we brush this off to mob psychology and the fickleness of crowds or does this depict the reality of life, two sides of a coin? 

Like Jesus, we are pulled and tugged from hosanna experiences to walking in the shadow of death.  We live in the tension of knowing we are forever loved and redeemed yet we see, in stark reality all around us, war, oppression, disasters, injustice and never ending cruelty.  Not only outside of us, but also within our hearts and souls, this presence of good and evil continually catches us unaware, often at deeper and deeper levels.  

The readings today reflect this incongruous reality.  “I gave my back to those who struck me . . . the Lord God saves me.” (Isisah 50)  “He became obedient to the point of death . . . therefore God has exalted Him.” (Philippians)  “Then Jesus breathed His last … this man was innocent beyond doubt” (Luke)

We, as people of the Precious Blood, are called to be Christ’s continuing presence at every moment, in every aspect of our lives.  We experience over and over the death and resurrection that we share with Jesus.  This week, let us beg for the grace to go beyond the obvious, to live deep within the true meaning of this mystery.

Let us ponder the mystery in the stillness of our hearts!

Reflection by:  Sister Andrée Fries, C.PP.S. (O’Fallon, Missouri) (deceased)
Monday of Holy Week – March 25, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm 27; John 12:1-11

The gospel for the Monday of Holy Week is about the dinner that Jesus attends six days before his death. It is at the home of his friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  Judas was there.  It is always interesting to note why Judas, the betrayer, was dining with a group of Jesus’ friends.  Maybe he too was in the inner circle and a friend of Jesus. 
When Mary wishes to anoint Jesus, certainly a symbolic action, Judas gets upset and says the oil should be sold and the money be given to the poor.  This is a fascinating line, since it suggests that Jesus’ friends are not poor and that Judas really was the evil character which history has revealed him to be.  Judas would have taken the money, since he had access to it and was a thief.  The remarkable thing for me is that no one else knew what was to happen to both Judas and Jesus.  People did not know that Judas was a thief and a betrayer, nor that Jesus was the savior.  
How must we look to other people?  Do they see us as good on the outside but plotting evil on the inside?  Judas is enjoying himself at dinner with close friends while thinking about betrayal and theft.  Judas wanted to make money, at any cost.  His plans were private at the time, but we all know about them now.   Does our inside match our outside?  Do we offer the same face to all, the real face, the face that Jesus sees but others do not?  A great precious blood theme is reconciliation.  Perhaps the first reconciliation that should occur is the difference between our public face and our private one.  
O God, be merciful to me a sinner.

Reflection by:  Rev. James Urbanic, C.PP.S. (Kansas City Province)
Tuesday of Holy Week – March 26, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 49:1‑6; Psalm 71; John 13: 21‑33,36‑38   


St. Gaspar

The more exalted our ministry, so much the more does the devil interfere with it as he tries to confound us.  We will do all with the help of God’s grace if, like boulders in the sea, we remain immobile, though assailed by the waves.  Let us take bitter things as sweet.  It is through trials that one realizes the degree of virtue attained.  I am speaking of those trials that one did not plan for, those not chosen or selected; nevertheless, they are to be endured by us.  By degrees we must attain to that superabundo gaudio in omni tribulatione. (We have heard St. Gaspar quote this passage before.  This seems to be one of St. Gaspar's favorite phrases.  I know it is at least in four of his circular letters.  The last quote, Friday of last week was from Strokes of the Pen V. This one is from Strokes of the Pen IV.  Here again is the translation from the Vulgate/Douay: “Superabundo gaudio in omni tribulatione.” (I exceedingly abound with joy in all our tribulation. 2 Cor. 7:4))  Where the Cross is, there also is the mercy of God.  St. Vincent de Paul used to say:  “my Congregation would cease to be if a single day would go by without crosses.”  Jesus was tempted to come down from the cross. . . . but, for our instruction, he taught us to remain with the cross and to die on the cross. (to Missionary Father Domenico Silvestri, 22 May 1833, Letter 2523, Resources 23, Strokes of the Pen IV, 9.54, pg 52)
Today we hear a comparison between Judas and Peter.  Judas sets out on his quest to force God’s hand, and Peter, as hapless as ever, professes his undying devotion.  What basically separates Judas and Peter is the difference between a hope for power and a hope for relationship or service. 

This is the night of betrayal and denial.  “It was night,” the gospel proclaims revealing the triumph of darkness as the enemies of Jesus seek to put an end to his influence.  Jesus remains the obedient servant.  Who he is does not change because of denial and betrayal.  His faithfulness is lifelong, and he remains faithful through every trial, dryness and failure. 

Gaspar calls us to follow Jesus in this faithfulness.  The cross is our inheritance as he has told us many times before. Taking bitter things as sweet we shall remain faithful regardless of the trials life sets before us. It may seem unreasonable to abound with joy in the midst of tribulation as St. Gaspar calls us to.  Yet he says that we must come to this gradually. With Peter's hope for relationship and devotion, we shall come through failure and trial to the perfection to which Jesus calls us.

Where am I seeking to have power?

How have I wanted to force God's hand?

How does my devotion compare with Peter’s?
Reflection by:  Rev. Jeffrey Keyes, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)

Wednesday of Holy Week – March 27, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 69; Matthew 26:14-25

“The Lord God has given me a well-trained tongue
that I might know how to speak to the weary a word 
that will rouse them.” (Isaiah 50:4)

Do I really believe this?  Do I acknowledge my well-trained tongue as a gift from God?

What rouses me to accept my discipleship?  

What word am I speaking to the weary in my life:  the homeless, the poor, those weak in faith and hope, those oppressed by violence?  What helps to rouse them?

It is relatively easy at times to deny the gift of God, to relinquish responsibility for being present to others, for ministering to them, for making the fruits of the Precious Blood accessible to them.  Yet God continues to invite me to listen to God’s voice, which calls me, encourages me, loves me, and keeps me on track.

My response can be a paraphrase of the question in today’s Gospel which Judas and the apostles asked of Jesus:  Surely, it is not I, Lord?

Instead, I respond:
Surely, it is I, Lord, who hears your call and accepts it.




Surely, it is I, Lord, who speaks your word to the weary.




Surely, it is I, Lord, who sits with you at your Eucharistic table.




Surely, it is I, Lord who walks with you to Calvary.




Surely, it is I, Lord who awaits your Resurrection.




SURELY, IT IS I, LORD!

And Jesus confirms my profession of faith:  IT IS YOU WHO HAVE SAID IT.

Listen to God speaking a word to you today on this eve 
of the Great Triduum and make a generous, positive
response to the weary in your life.

Reflection by:  Sister Charmaine Grilliot, C.PP.S. (Dayton, Ohio)
Holy Thursday – March 28, 2013
Readings:  Exodus 12:1-8,11-14; Psalm 116; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15

The Passover was an eat-and-run meal, with the participants dressed and ready to go.  Unlike many of our modern eat-and-run meals, the Passover had special significance.  Blood soaked lintels and unleavened bread marked a time of deliverance from slavery and death; the beginning of a journey that would bring a people to the promised land.  What are the new slaveries, addictions or fears from which we need to be liberated?  What is the promised land we yearn for?

Paul reminds us of a new table story handed on to us.  In the Eucharist we celebrate the life, death and resurrection of the One who brings freedom from sin and redemption.  We recall that Jesus’ body was broken and His blood poured out that we might have life.  What is it that binds us and from what do we need to be brought back?  What is the life we yearn for?

In the gospel, Jesus is gathered with those he loved most to share the last supper.  Defying the role of host he picks up a basin and washes the feet of his disciples.  Rather than lording over others, Jesus, master and teacher, gives us the mandate to stoop low and wash the feet of others in service.  Where are we being called to stoop low, rather than lord over others; whose feet are we being called to wash?  What is the life of service we yearn for?

Reflection by:  Rev. Ken Schnipke, C.PP.S. (Cincinnati Province)

Good Friday – March 29, 2013
Readings:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 31; Hebrews 4:14-16;5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42

As we pray together today we hear the powerful, heart-wrenching Servant of Yahweh oracle and the Gospel account of Jesus’ pain and humiliation.  We take in all of the suffering ever experienced in our broken world.  It is easy to feel overwhelmed by the mystery of suffering: the tremendous devastation left in the wake of the tsunami, the tragedy of lives broken by unfaithfulness, the horror of human trafficking and the relatively small losses and disappointments of everyday life.  But for all of us who know we are washed in the blood of Christ, the sorrow of humanity seems “to invite us to recognize it as our own and to help to bear it, and to accept our own sorrow in such a way that all humankinds’s suffering would be more bearable and be redeemed?” (Karl Rahner, The Great Church Year)  

Perhaps as we walk the via dolorosa today it is helpful for us to focus on one simple gesture of love.  The afflicted one “from whom men hide their faces” (Isaiah) receives the dignity of recognition in the gift of Veronica’s touch.   Her gesture of compassion imprints for all ages the true image of Jesus as a high priest able to “sympathize with our weaknesses.” (Hebrews)  Now, confident of our access to God, we are instruments of the grace of God — people who stand together bringing reconciliation in the midst of devastation, tragedy and horror.  The mystery of suffering does not have to be overwhelming, it begins with a simple gesture of compassion which is repeated over and over again.   

Reflection by:  Sister Barbara Jean Franklin, ASC (US Region)

Easter Vigil – Saturday – March 30, 2013
Readings:  Genesis 1:1-2:2; Genesis 22:1-18; Psalm 16; Exodus 14:15-31; Exodus 15:1-2, 3-5,6-7,17-18; Isaiah  54:5-14; Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah 12:2-3,4bcd,5-6; Baruch 3:9-15,32-4:4; Exodus 36:16-17a,18-28; Romans 6:3-11; Luke 24:1-12
I pick up a newspaper and skim the headlines–another bombing in Israel, retaliation in the West Bank, bloodshed in Iraq, a killer convicted and sentenced to death row in the United States, strikes and blockades by Bolivian compesinos who barely eke out a living, and a heightened alert at home.  Deep suffering and death beg for an explanation.  Resurrection does not come easily to these situations.  The darkness of the tomb and emptiness can even hold sway within our own hearts.  

Yet things are not always as they appear.  This Vigil of Easter comes to awaken us to the reality that what we see in the headlines is not all there is.  And there is more than what we experience in the emptiness of our own hearts!  Our world and our lives are about to be turned upside down.  In the darkness there is light.  Truly, death and suffering will not have the final word!  

On this Vigil of Easter we gather as the people of God, and we recall our ancestral stories  in which the shedding of blood is a source of liberation, and life arises in the midst of death.  Our Scripture passages read like a well-known epoch that is born of experience of and trust in our God.  As we stand before the tomb, we can be confident that the real story underneath the headlines continues.  Today–be still.  Wait on the threshold where death will give rise to new life.
Reflection by:  Sister Mary Whited, C.PP.S. (O’Fallon, Missouri) (deceased)
Easter Sunday – March 31, 2013
Readings:  Acts 10:34a,37-43; Psalm 118; Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; John 20:1-9

HAPPY EASTER!

Once again with this greeting we remind each other that death is NOT the victor; New Life, New Hope prevail.  Today’s readings call us to be messengers, witnesses to this new life and hope.  In the Gospel Mary of Magdala runs to tell her friends what she had seen, and St. Paul in Acts reminds us that, “We are witnesses to all that He did. . . .”  That seems to touch into my experience that hope is renewed by persons around me.  My store of hope was replenished this year as I witnessed thousands of people gathered at the SOA Watch vigil at Fort Benning, Georgia, to protest the violence taught there.  My hope was restored when I heard about a new group called “Iraq Veterans for Peace”!  My store of hope grew when a community conflict situation was resolved together.  I found hope in a passage I read recently from Charles Dicken’s Nicholas Nickleby, “In every life . . . there is always tragedy. . . .  What happens if too early one loses a parent. . . ?  What do people do when their families shrink?  They cry . . ., but then they build. . . .  They come to see that family need not be defined by merely those with whom they share blood, but as those for whom they would give their blood.”   Doesn’t that sound like a good Precious Blood quote, a Eucharistic Paschal Mystery theme put in words that tug at your own personal experience in your blood family, in the Precious Blood family, in our global family?

How has your hope been restored this year?

How can you add to another person’s store of hope this Easter Day/Season?

Reflection by:  Sister Rosemary Russell, C.PP.S. (O’Fallon, Missouri)
