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The CPPS Proclaim Jubilee
The idea of Jubilee is often thought of as an occasion to remember and to celebrate the anniversary of an important event or a significant day in the life of a nation, a business, a religious congregation or a person. In the ancient Judeo-Christian tradition the meaning of Jubilee is often connected with the Hebrew term Yobel, the action of sounding a ram’s horn or trumpet in a public arena.  On August 15, 2015 we will celebrate the bicentennial of the founding of our Congregation by St. Gaspar del Bufalo in Giano, Italy. 

Why celebrate a Jubilee today?  Why, given the terror and bloodshed and evil in the world, would anyone hold a Jubilee?   We celebrate Jubilee because our time demands it.  As the Missionaries of the Precious Blood come to the end of their first 200 years of mission and ministry, celebrating all that God has done through our Congregation, our minds are directed to new beginnings. New beginnings traditionally are times of possibility and times of decision.   
We celebrate Jubilee in response to the challenges that the past has left us and the future that confronts us.  Jubilee is one very significant way in which we can answer these challenges.  We ask ourselves: What is in need of liberation?  How shall we practice forgiveness and renew our understanding of the Body of Christ?  What are the demands that global suffering places on us?  What artistic powers do we possess to place us in touch with beauty and how can beauty lead us to desire the things of heaven.  What contribution will we make to the task of repairing the world?  

Jubilee traditions are profound religious responses to these questions. As part of our spiritual, moral, and religious heritage, we have received the power that lies in Sabbath, in forgiveness, in release of captives, in justice, and in jubilation.  Jubilee power arises from the practice of all of these traditions in concert, with the exercise of one activating the exercise of the others. 

We celebrate Jubilee today to acknowledge that the world continues to be charged with the grandeur of God and that the Holy Spirit continues to brood over the bent world to nourish creation and to send us on mission.  Proclaiming a Jubilee is an act of faith, an act of hope, and an act of conviction that grace, goodness, and holiness exist, even though none of them has triumphed fully.  The festive Jubilee tradition makes particular sense in this context, for it says that: 

· despite brokenness, there is Sabbath quiet; 

· despite brother murdering brother, there is forgiveness; 

· despite inequality, there is prophetic justice;  

· despite slaughter, our world lurches toward Bethlehem, where a new world aches to be born.  We live in the hope that such birth is possible even for our sorry world. 

We celebrate Jubilee to give thanks to the Giver of all good gifts.  We celebrate Jubilee as an act of gratitude to God.  In this Lenten season I invite you to reflect upon various occasions of Jubilee in your life and how they might become opportunities for forgiveness and peace building as a sign of the coming Day of the Lord.  (Summary of thoughts taken from the book, “Proclaim Jubilee!” by Marie Harris)
